“Quality Assurance: What does it take to Implement EBP Effectively?”

This discussion-based breakout session focused on evidence-based practice in community corrections.  Through Q&A, presenters facilitated discussion about Quality Assurance procedures and principles that provide support and structures needed to effectively implement EBP programming.  
· Quality assurance is multi-level and complex as it includes both general principles of “good practice” as well as procedures for programs by measuring process variables and outcomes, as defined by specific programs.
· To ensure that providers are implementing program effectively, it is important to measure outcome and intervention. Short-term outcomes should produce long-term outcomes and Quality assurance needs to be ongoing Quality Improvement. Thus, measuring outcomes at multiple points over multiple times can help in this continual process.
· The Center for Evidence-Based Practice has a main focus of collecting data from providers (who are your clients, when did they start, what treatment are they receiving, etc.) in order to receive necessary funding from DOC.
· DOC is currently taking recommendations and getting feedback from providers and during the next legislative cycle, providers should receive a response to their proposal.  In the meantime, the CEBP suggest that providers use a database to track Quality Assurance.
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