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Business Voice: Sweet Poppin's, LLC
By: Tashia Johnson-St. Clair, Sweet Poppin's, LLC

In July 2003, God showed
me the recipe for the pop-
corn in a dream.

Sweet Poppin’s, LLC of-
fers gourmet chocolate
covered popcorn in a va-
riety of flavors.

Our flavors don’t taste
artificial. They are true to
form!! If | give you a sam-
ple of Lemon Pound Cake
Sweet Poppin’s, guess
what it'll taste like? Lemon
Pound Cake of course!

We have about 15 dif-
ferent locations that are
carrying our product. We
closed our retail store the
first of July to concentrate
on doing events, fundrais-
ing, online and wholesale.
Our fundraisers are very
profitable for non-profit

groups. The groups earn
25% profit from selling our
product.

We have participated in
the Kentucky Derby Gala,
the Soul Train Awards,
and have been featured in
magazines, newspapers
and on television.

In February 2009, | had
the great privilege to
participate in the African
Americans for Obama
Campaign and took volun-
teer phone calls with First
Lady Michelle Obama.
WHAT an honor!!

Sweet Poppin’s will also
be the feature popcorn
in an independent movie,
Kid’s Spooky Movie.

The worst thing that hap-

Tashia Johnson-St.Clair
Sweet Poppin’s, LLC

pened to my business
was spending money on
products or advertising
that | thought was going
to help me expand. | re-
solved it by really thinking
about asking more ques-

Continued on pg. 2...

Hear more about Tashia’s business
at the Northern Indiana Business
Conference coming October 3.

Northern Indiana Business Conference: A Sneak Peek
By: Nate Lofton, MWBE Business Development & Outreach Manager

The IDOA Minority &
Women's Business Enter-
prises (MWBE) Division will
be in Michigan City for the
Northern Indiana Business
Conference on Thursday,
October 3.

The conference will include
a full day of business devel-
opment activities including:
workshops, networking,
and a special presentation

from one of our certified
companies.

We hope this event helps
people see the value of the
certification that the State
of Indiana offers.

Two of the workshops will
be certification clinics from
the MWBE Division and
the Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT).

Sweet Poppin's, a MWBE
certified company, will be
the keynote speaker during
our networking lunch.

The conference is hosted
by the Blue Chip Casino
Stardust Event Center.
Anyone can attend for free.

Find additional information
and register online:

www.in.gov/idoa/mwbe/2749.htm.
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tions and talking to oth-
ers who were doing the
same type of advertising
to see if it really worked.

Sweet Poppin's won best
in show for food prod-
uct and quality last April,
at the Indiana Artisan
Marketplace at the Fair-
grounds. It was our first
year participating in this
event. Seven judges were
sent out to judge both the
food and the art artisans.

| don't consider myself
to be crafty at all, but my
booth was given rave re-
views! The Artisans were
normally given a blue rib-
bon for this honor, but
this year | received a nice
plaque.

Business Tip

For those thinking about
starting a business, make
sure you know your
market. Just because you
have a unique food or
product and you are the
only one in the area, does
NOT mean you will be
successful. Try the prod-

& Business Voice continued...

In our retail store, we had
a celebrity wall that ex-
tended from one end of
the building to the other.
There were celebrities
ranging from Stedman
Graham and Bill Cosby to
Danny Glover and Kandi
Burruss from the Atlanta
Housewives show.

For more information
about Sweet Poppin's
LLC, check out our web-
site:

www.sweetpoppins.com.

.
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uct/concept out on people
at farmer’s markets, non-
expensive venues, efc.
before going into a store
front. And even if people
say they would support
your business, don’t be-
lieve all of them!

=Tashia Johnson-St.Clair

Subcontractor & Other Bidding Opportunities

Project Name

Indianapolis Airport Authority -
Rehabilitate Airport Roads 2013
- Other Project No. 1-13-025B

3rd Floor OT/PT Space SCWAM

Building Bid No. B0022523

Indiana Army National Guard

South Bend Armed Forces

Reserve Center Addition/Altera-

tion

Due Date

Tuesday,
Sept. 10
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Contact Information

Milestone Contractors
Joel McClenney
Phone: (317) 616-4885

Fax: (317) 788-1098

Thursday,
Sept. 12

Indiana State University
Scott Duell

Phone: (317) 951-9192
sduell@arcDESIGN.US

Wednesday,
Sept. 18

Weigand Construction
Phone: (260) 490-7449
Fax: (260) 490-6449

Business Reads

Inside Apple
Adam Lashinsky

An analysis of the
systems, tactics, and
leadership strategies
that have contributed to
Apple's successes and
profiles such practices
as the direct account-
ability of employees
and shares insider
perspectives on Apple's
plans after the loss of
Steve Jobs.

Save the Date

Indiana MWBE
Business Development
Week

October 21-23
Indiana Government
Center South

Want Your Voice Heard?

Contact jethayer@idoa.in.gov to learn
about getting featured in the monthly

newsletter.
|
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L. Michelle Wellness, LLC
Latoya Peteet
(317) 826-0316
Imichellewellness@gmail.com

M/WBE

NutriPledge, LLC
Shradha Chaubey

(765) 491-6700
schaubey@nutripledge.com

M/WBE

PKS Construction, Inc.
Neeta Pulliam

(317) 354-1070
pksconstruction@sbcglobal.net

M/WBE

Price Write Services
Arlester Price

(317) 545-4482
pwsaprice@sbcglobal.net

M/WBE

Professional Maid Services, LLC
Deann Mitchell-Miller

(317) 724-8322 M/WBE
PROFESSIONALMAID@MSN.COM

Sweet Poppin’s, LLC
Tashia Johnson-StCair
(765) 438-0097
swipoppins@att.net

M/WBE

All-Tech Communication, Inc.
Robert Patterson

(317) 457-8796
atc2007@sbcglobal.net

Bella Villa Realtors, LLC
Marcia Castro-Souers
(317) 345-5337
Marcia@bmvindy.com

MBE

MBE

Clean-N-Dust Janitorial Service
Joyce West

(317) 709-9502

cjanitorial@att.net

MBE

Coda of Indiana
Keene Red Elk

(765) 490-9234
codaofin@comcast.net

MBE

Diamond Pest Control

Virgil Yarbro, Jr.

(317) 209-9717
diamondpestcontrol@sbcglobal.net

MBE

Harsha Behavioral Center, Inc.
Roopam Harshawat

(812) 231-5230
pharshawat@yahoo.com

MBE

Heritage Ford of Indiana, Inc.
James Hodge

(812) 738-3284
james.hodge@heritagefd.com

MBE

JSYS Technologies, LLC
Rajarajeswari Nithyanandan
(317) 289-8389
rajarajeswari@jsystechnologies.com

MBE

New Dyamic Cleaning Services, Inc.
Anthony Quick
(317) 716-3685
dquick1@indy.rr.com

MBE

RAOAFS, Inc.

Azra Sheriff

(219) 887-4241
glenparkcleaners@msn.com

MBE

Standard Coating Service, Inc.
Arup Das

(317) 331-8826
standcoat@sbcglobal.net

MBE

Taylor Bros. Construction Co., Inc.
Thomas Harmon

(812) 379-9547
tharmon@harmongroup.com

MBE

The de la Torre Law Office, LLC
Carina de la Torre

(317) 353-3824 MBE
carina@dltlawoffice.com

TranSmart Technologies, Inc.

Jing Li

(608) 273-4740 MBE

connie@trafficonline.com

Business Q&As

Q:What's your personal
philosophy on how you
handle business?

A: | always try to make
the customer happy.
always try to make sure
their visit to the store was
always an enjoyable one.

Q: What might someone be sur-
prised to know about you?

A: | can be very shy at times. If |
play Monopoly and I'm the banker,
you better watch me!!

Q: When you’re not running
your business, what are you
doing instead, or what would
like more time to do?

A: When I'm not running my busi-
ness, | spend time trying to come
up with better ways to run the
business, other ways to increase
revenue.

Q: What do you find most chal-
lenging about running your
own business and how do you
handle it?

A: | find that trying to advertise to
let people know where my store
was located was the most difficult
- also, not having the funds to do
it. | tried to do as many community
events, donations and fundraisers
as | could to make people aware
of whom and where | was.

Want Your Voice Heard?

| Tashia Johnson-St.Clair
Sweet Poppin’s, LLC

Contact jethayer@idoa.in.gov to learn
about getting featured in the monthly
newsletter.
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BAF Corporation
Barbara Fleming
(317) 253-0531
barbara-f@bafcorp.com

WBE

Borshoff, Inc.
Myra Borshoff
(317) 631-6400
shannon.albers@borshoff.biz

WBE

Chicago Decking, Inc.

Susan Tipton

(219) 947-3939
susantipton@chicagodecking.com

WBE

Cimtech, Inc.

Anne Pfeiffer

(812) 948-1422
cimtechinc@earthlink.net

WBE

Compass Rose Consulting, LLC
Kristen Murney

(317) 690-7867
CompassRoseKM@gmail.com

WBE

Compass Rose Veterinary Service PC
Anndrea Hatcher

(317) 887-8387
olivebranchvet@gmail.com

WBE

Cross Country Freight Service, LLC
Loraine Pierce
(765) 458-5165
driftsun@aol.com

WBE

Favour Transportations, LLC
Demaris Watson

(317) 626-4794
favourtrans1@att.net

WBE

Foster Results, LLC
Jennifer Foster

(317) 339-8869
jennifer@fosterresults.com

WBE

HR Solutions, Inc.

Vicki Hubiak

(812) 476-3180
vhubiak@bhrsolutions-inc.com

WBE

Hybrid-3, Inc.

Joyce Brummett

(317) 789-0515
jdbrummett3897 @sbcglobal.net

WBE

Journey Trucking, Inc.
Lisa Shively

(260) 755-5825
journeytrucking@frontier.com

WBE

King’s Trucking & Excavation, Inc.
Linda King

(812) 522-6973
linda@kingstrucking.net

WBE

Link Environmental Equipment, Inc.

Mary Sue Link
(574) 946-6651
marysue@linkeg.com

WBE

Meskis Toner Cartridges
Susan Meskis

(317) 517-6071
Susan@MeskisToner.com

WBE

MIDpro, Inc.

Cynthia Torrance

(317) 852-5920
ctorrance@midprofluidpower.com

WBE

Outside The Box Solutions, LLC
Teresa Hoover

(317) 489-1491
t.hoover@outsideboxsolutions.com

WBE

Planning Plus, LLC

Jan Frazier

(317) 684-3550
jfrazier@planningpluslic.com

WBE

R & L Fleet Management, LLC

Angelina Liner
(812) 697-1844
angelina@bcremc.net

WBE

Real Talk Consulting, Inc.
Stacia Hill

(317) 501-1703
rtconsulting22@yahoo.com

WBE

Roeing Corporation
Cecilia Corcoran
(765) 474-5402
dingram@roeing.com

WBE

Scepter Steel, Inc.

Janet Mitchell

(317) 996-2103
sceptersteel@iendeavor.com

WBE

Securatex, Ltd.
Patricia Ducanto

(630) 317-8980
pducanto@securatex.com

WBE

Stewart’s Healthcare Consultants
Antonio Stewart

(765) 319-3357
antonio@stewartshealthcare.com

WBE

Van Treese & Associates, Inc.
Linda Treese

(317) 823-6046
andy@vantreeseassoc.com

WBE
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Indiana Department of Administration
Minority & Women's Business Enterprises
402 W. Washington Street Room W469
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-3061
mwbe@idoa.IN.gov
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