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Fiscal Year 2016 MBDA Exporting Project
The Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) has announced a solicitation for competitive applications for four 
(4) MBDA Exporting Project. The Exporting Project must be located within any of the 50 U.S. States or Puerto Rico.

The Project is a subset of the MBDA Business Center program and is established to identify, screen, promote, refer 
minority business enterprises (MBEs) to exporting resources, and to engage in and/or expand exporting. The Project 
also provides technical assistance and business development services. The technical assistance and business 
development services are provided through federal financial assistance awards to generate increased financing, contract 
opportunities, and greater access to new and global markets for minority business enterprises (MBEs).

Project/Award Period

The total funding period for the awards made under this solicitation is three (3) base years and two (2) optional years.

MBDA expects a total of $1,000,000 per year to fund the financial assistance awards for the operation of four (4) MBDA 
Exporting Project awards identified in this FFO through FY 2021. Each award is expected to be $250,000 per year. 
Awards are anticipated to be made with a start date of September 1, 2016.

Program Priorities

Project services include (but are not limited to) the development of a pool of global contract and trade finance 
opportunities; direct matching of opportunities with qualified/vetted MBEs; relationship management and deal sourcing 
initiatives (such as but not limited to industry clusters); facilitating MBE growth through exports (identifying global 
markets and financing); identifying, matching and securing alternative sources of capital and trade financing ; educating 
MBEs on the benefits of strategic growth alternatives (e.g., joint ventures, teaming arrangements, and others vehicles to 
enhance business capacity); developing business to-business matching forums; creating trade promotion opportunities 
for MBEs in the target markets; MBE advocacy; and, providing service referrals to MBEs of all sizes.

Eligible Applicants

For-profit entities (including but not limited to sole-proprietorships, partnerships, limited liability companies and 
corporations), non-profit organizations, state and local government entities, Native American Tribes and educational 
institutions are eligible to apply to operate the MBDA Exporting Project.

Submission Requirements

Applicants must review and adhere to the full Announcement of FFO and appendices.

A completed application must be transmitted and time-stamped at www.Grants.gov [1] no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern 
Time (ET) on July 5, 2016. Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.

Pre-application Teleconference

MBDA will conduct a pre-application teleconference on June 6, 2016 at 2:00 pm Eastern Time.

» Register Now [2]

Questions

Applicants may submit questions in writing to mbdabusinesscenters@mbda.gov [3].  Questions submitted to MBDA may 
be posted as part of an FAQ document, which will be periodically updated on this website.

Note: The Exporting Project program is not a grant program to start or expand an individual business. Applicants must 
be able to operate a business center and provide business consulting services to eligible minority-owned firms as set 
forth in the Announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity. Applications that do not meet these requirements will not be 
considered by MBDA for funding.

MBDA Exporting Project [4] [Grants.gov [4]]

FFO Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) [5]
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