Appendix #3

Survey Results:

Question #1:  “Why is water quality important to you?”
· “Safe drinking water.”

· “Drinking water, fish/wildlife habitat, recreation.”

· “Safety, need for survival.”

· “Water is a limited resource.”

· “Health of family, quality of life.”

· “Safe drinking water, Keep IDEM & govt. bodies out of Tipton County as much as possible.” (ha! ha!)

· “We all like to have clean drinking water.”

· “I want to leave the environment in as good condition as possible.”

· “We all use it at some point, in some way.  Our business is dealing with water (ditch maintenance).  We must balance human needs with wildlife needs.  Try to keep pollutants from being a permanent fixture in a particular system.”

· “Water is part of the total environment.”

Question #2:  “What do you feel are the most critical threats to water quality in your area?”
· “Septic systems.”

· “Sediment, Pesticides/herbicides (esp. residential use), failing septic systems.”

· “Concentrated housing with own (individual) septic systems.  Any operation located near a point source.  Livestock operations not managed properly or not following regulations.”

· “Urban growth- failure of septic systems due to soil type.”

· “Residential over application of fertilizers.  Old septic systems.”

· “Surface run-off from chemicals & waste.  Human waste into streams/ditches from older homes w/o septic systems.  Wildlife waste.  Low or lack of high water in ditches.”

· “Septic tanks.”

· “Sewage.  Livestock run-off.  Fertilizers.  Chemicals.”

· “Soil erosion, stagnation, human waste, run-off in heavy rains.”

· “Run-off directly into flowing streams & ditches from fields, streets, & roads.”

Question #3:  “What do you think we can do locally to improve or protect water quality?”
· “Streambank filter strips.”

· “Buffer streams.  Address failing septic systems (replacement & maintenance).  Public education.”

· “Reduce housing, specify acreage per home.  Clean-up septic systems improperly installed or out of date.  Livestock operations- make sure they are following their management plans; make improvements where needed.”

· “Getting sub-division located on municipal sewage plant.”

· “More filter strips along open ditches.”

· “Correct & appropriate ag. herbicide applications.  Cap & close open wells.  Community awareness & education.”

· “Check tile ditches to see if pollution is coming from them.”

· “We used filter strips along open ditches.  We are using more contact chemicals.”

· “Use approved erosion control methods.  Keep streams free of obstructions.  Try to get people to bring waste systems into compliance.”

· “Finish dredging & straightening Turkey Creek at the last ½ mile where it has never been dredged.”
