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Hazardous Waste Preliminary Screening/ Self-Audit Checklist
As a person operating a business in Indiana, you are responsible for ensuring that any waste you generate is managed properly.  If you generate hazardous waste, the regulations with which you must comply vary depending on the amount of hazardous waste you generate in a month or accumulate on site.  There are three categories for hazardous waste generators:

	Generator Category
	Quantity Generated Per Month
	Amount Accumulated On Site

	Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG)
	No more than 220 lbs.
No more than 2.2 lbs acutely hazardous waste
	No more than 2,200 lbs.

	Small Quantity Generator (SQG)
	Between 220 and 2,200 lbs.
	No more than 13,228 lbs.

	Large Quantity Generator (LQG)
	More than 2,200 lbs.
	No limit


Your generator status is determined by the total amount of your hazardous waste generated in a month- not an average, not per waste stream, and not the quantity shipped.  

When determining your status, the first step is to assess all of the solid wastes your facility generates to determine if any of these are hazardous waste.  Please note that many “household” products meet the definition of hazardous waste when disposed, so do not dismiss an item because it’s a common product.  

Some common activities that generate hazardous waste are:

Building or facility maintenance ·  Carpentry  ·  Cleaning, degreasing  ·  Diagnostic or laboratory testing ·  Drycleaning  ·  Furniture or wood refinishing, stripping, staining  ·  Painting  ·  Pesticide application or cleanup  ·  Photo processing  ·  Printing  ·  Manufacturing and sales of paints, solvents, cleaners, fertilizers, pesticides  ·  Vehicle or equipment maintenance and repair.  


This checklist is a very basic tool to help you assess some of your wastes that have the potential to be considered hazardous waste.  You should carefully analyze each product, process, and waste in your facility to determine if you are generating a hazardous waste.  This checklist does not tell you whether you are operating in compliance, or how to comply with applicable regulations.  It is intended to help you find potentially hazardous wastes, and to determine whether you need to take other steps to be in compliance.
This checklist is not all-inclusive, but lists some materials that are commonly regulated as hazardous waste when discarded.  
The following materials when used, spent, expired, or unwanted, often have the potential to be considered hazardous wastes.  If you answer yes to any of the following questions, you should carefully review that waste stream and possibly consider testing the waste.

The checklist also asks you to estimate the amount you generate of each waste stream.  When doing so, include any of the wastes that are known to be hazardous.  If you are uncertain whether a waste is hazardous, you should include it in your estimate as a “worst case scenario” for this exercise.

1.  Acids or bases










   yes no
	Do you use products with a pH of less than 2, or greater than 12.5?
	
	

	Do you generate a waste, solid or liquid, from the use of these products?
	
	

	Does any of this waste potentially have a pH of less than 2, or greater than 12.5?
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


2.  Aerosol cans

	Do you use products contained in aerosol cans?
	
	

	Are any of these products solvents or degreasers?
	
	

	If you use solvents or degreasers, please see the following sections on solvents and contaminated wipes.

	Do you dispose of aerosol cans that may contain residual product?
	
	

	Aerosol cans may contain products that would be considered hazardous waste when disposed.  

	Do you dispose of aerosol cans that appear to be empty, but may contain propellant?
	
	

	Aerosol cans may contain products or propellants that would make them a hazardous waste because of reactivity.

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


3.  Batteries
	Do you have the following types of batteries: used rechargeable batteries, rechargeable alkaline-containing batteries, or mercury-containing batteries?
	
	

	Do you have consumer products containing rechargeable batteries that are not easily removed?
	
	

	Do you dispose of these items, rather than recycle them?
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate, and don’t recycle, in a month?
	

	Certain used batteries have the potential to be hazardous waste, unless they are recycled.  If you choose to recycle these batteries, they can be managed as Universal Waste.

	How much of this waste do you generate, and send for recycling, in a month?
	


4.  Chemicals, reagents   
	Do you use products with a pH of less than 2, or greater than 12.5?
	
	

	Do you use products with a flash point less than 140ºF?
	
	

	Do you generate a waste, solid or liquid, from the use of these products?
	
	

	Unwanted products or wastes can be considered hazardous because of characteristics, ingredients, and/or usage.  If you have any questions about whether your chemicals could be considered hazardous waste, you should contact IDEM or a consultant to help guide you through a waste determination.

	Do any of your wastes from the use of these products have the potential to be considered hazardous waste?
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


5.  Electronics  
	Electronic or “e-waste” is any waste that is, or has, the following component: a circuit board, diode, CRT, computer, or electronic device.  

	Do you have electronic waste (e-waste) that is disposed or incinerated?
	
	

	

	
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


6.  Filters, cardboard, paper, absorbent materials
	Do you use filters, cardboard, paper, or plastic to collect overspray from spray booths?
	
	

	Do you clean paint lines by flushing solvent through the line, and spraying it into the booth?
	
	

	If you flush your lines with solvent and spray the solvent into the booth, any filters, cardboard, paper, etc. in the booth could be a hazardous waste regardless of whether it’s dry or exhibits a characteristic.

	Do you use cardboard or absorbent materials to contain or collect spills of potentially hazardous materials?
	
	

	If these materials are used simply to capture overspray, they have the potential to be a hazardous waste based on characteristics of the waste.  

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


7.  Fluorescent lamps and other types of lighting

	Do you have fluorescent, high intensity discharge, neon, mercury vapor, high pressure sodium, or metal halide lamps?
	
	

	Do you have other types of lamps that contain mercury, or could be hazardous for other characteristics?
	
	

	Do you intentionally crush or break these lamps?
	
	

	Do you send these lamps off-site for disposal?
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate, that will be disposed, in a month?  
	

	Spent lamps or bulbs that are considered hazardous waste can alternatively be recycled and managed as Universal Waste.  Crushed lamps can not be managed as universal waste.

	How much of this waste do you generate, that will be recycled, in a month?
	


8.  Mercury-containing devices

	Do you have any devices, items, or articles that contain elemental mercury that is integral to their functions?  Examples include thermostats, thermometers, barometers, mercury switches, and certain types of meters, regulators, and gauges.
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate, for disposal, in a month?  
	

	Certain mercury-containing equipment that would be considered hazardous waste can alternatively be recycled and managed as universal waste.

	How much of this waste do you generate, for recycling, in a month?
	
	


9.  Paints, stains, varnishes, sealers
	Do you use products that have a flash point less than 140ºF?
	
	

	Do you generate a waste, solid or liquid, from the use of these products?
	
	

	Do any of these products contain metals (arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead)?
	
	

	Do any of these products contain methyl ethyl ketone, tetrachloroethylene, or trichloroethylene? 
	
	

	Please note that one solvent may have several names.  Materials containing the solvents listed above have the potential to be characteristic hazardous waste.

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


10.  Pesticides
	Do you have any unwanted pesticides that will be disposed?
	
	

	Several classes of discarded pesticides that would otherwise be regulated as hazardous waste may be managed as Universal Waste.

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	


11.  Shop towels, paper wipes
	Do you use shop towels or paper wipes to clean with solvents or degreasers?
	
	

	Do you use shop towels or paper wipes as absorbent material to contain spills of hazardous materials?
	
	

	If shop towels, wipes, or absorbent materials are used with listed hazardous waste, the towel is then a hazardous waste (regardless of whether it’s dry). See Section 12 for some of the more common listed solvents.   Depending on the material used, towels or absorbent materials might also be a characteristic hazardous waste.

	Do you dispose of your shop towels as a solid waste?
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?  
	

	Shop towels that are laundered by a proper commercial or industrial laundering service are not considered a solid waste, and are therefore not a hazardous waste.  


12.  Solvents, degreasers
	Do you use products with a pH of less than 2, or greater than 12.5?
	
	

	Do you use products that have a flash point less than 140ºF?
	
	

	Do you generate a waste from the use of these products?
	
	

	Some solvents, when used for cleaning or degreasing, are listed hazardous waste.  Some of the most common listed solvents are: tetrachloroethylene, trichloroethylene, methylene chloride, xylene, acetone, methyl isobutyl ketone, methanol, toluene, methyl ethyl ketone, isobutanol, and benzene.

	Do you flush paint lines with solvent?  If yes, see section 6.
	
	

	Do you use solvent on rags or wipes?  If yes, see section 11.
	
	

	Solvents that are recycled on site could be considered hazardous waste before they are recycled, and would have to be included in your monthly generation rate.  

	Do you recycle or reclaim your spent solvents on-site?
	
	

	How much spent solvent do you reclaim, on-site, in a month?
	

	Still bottoms from recycling or reclaiming spent solvent are often hazardous waste.

	How much solvent waste, including still bottoms, do you generate in a month?  Include spent solvents that are recycled off-site, even if they are returned to you.
	


13. Unused, off-spec, expired, or unwanted product
	Many unused products could be considered hazardous waste when disposed.  If you have accumulated products that you will not use, you should either recycle or dispose of them.  If the product could be used by another entity, you could check a materials exchange to find another user.  If you dispose of them, you must make a proper waste determination.  For regulatory purposes, the product became a waste when it ceased being useful.

	Do you have any unusable products with a pH of less than 2, or greater than 12.5?
	
	

	Do you have any unusable products with a flash point less than 140ºF?
	
	

	Do you have any unusable products, e.g. old paint, that may contain solvents or metals?  
	
	

	How much of this waste do you generate in a month?
	

	How much unwanted product do you have on site?
	


To determine your generator status, total the monthly generation rates of all of your potentially hazardous wastes.  Do not include wastes that are managed as universal wastes (described in Sections 3, 7, 8, and 10), or e-waste.  
If you have unused or unwanted products (Section 13) that will be disposed, include that amount in your total.  This would be considered a “one-time generation”, but it can cause you to be regulated differently for that time period.  

If your total is more than 220 pounds, or you feel you have the potential to generate more than 220 pounds of hazardous waste in a month, you need to be aware of applicable regulations to ensure you operate in compliance.  

If you are unsure whether a waste may be considered hazardous, or need compliance assistance, you may contact IDEM’s Compliance and Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) at (800) 988-7901 or (317) 232-8172.  This program offers free, confidential compliance assistance to Indiana businesses.
For more information on basic hazardous waste, you may find the information on the EPA hazardous waste page helpful.  The EPA also has a guide for small businesses managing your hazardous waste.  IDEM has Information available covering basic hazardous waste.
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