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There have been eleven women attempt to qualify for the Indianapolis 500. =
But, only nine of them actually raced in the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing.” Vo missues———
That number translates to only 0.3% of all Indy 500 racecar drivers.
Participation by women was discouraged throughout the first several
decades of the Indianapolis 500; however, a number of female owners/
sponsors were involved since the early years. Maude Yagle was the first
female owner (1929-1932) at the Indianapolis 500. She became the first
female-owned winner when Ray Keech won the race in 1929. However, it
wasn’t until 1976, when Janet Guthrie arrived at the Speedway hoping to
qualify as a driver and in 1977, she became the first woman to compete at
the Indianapolis 500.

Since 2000, at least one woman has always been racing at the Indianapolis
500. Three women have been Rookie of the Year: Lyn St. James (1992),
Danica Patrick (2005) and Simona de Silvestro (2010).

List of Women’s Firsts at the Indianapolis 500

= 1929 — Maude Yagle becomes the first and only female car owner to win

= 1976 — Janet Guthrie becomes the first woman to attempt to qualify

= 1977 — Janet Guthrie becomes the first woman to start

= 1992 — Lyn St. James becomes the first female Rookie of the Year

= 2000 — Sarah Fisher is the youngest woman to compete at age 19

= 2005 — Danica Patrick becomes the first woman to lead a lap

= 2007 — First race with three women competing in the field (Milka Duno,
Sarah Fisher, Danica Patrick)

= 2007 — First race where two women were running at the completion of
th'e event (Fisher, Patrick) . ' ‘ e

= 2009 — First race where three women (Duno, Fisher, Patrick) finished (317) 232-6720-direct

= 2009 — Danica Patrick achieves the highest finish for a woman (3rd) 1232 -1a80-tax

= 2013 — Pippa Mann joins Ana Beatriz at Dale Coyne Racing, the first
time women have been teammates
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