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After many months of study, discussion and review, the Core 40 Subcommittee has approved 
the following recommendations to the current high school diploma requirements. 
 
College and Career Ready Diploma (replaces the Core 40 Diploma/DEFAULT) 
 
Key Highlights: 

• 44 credit minimum required 
• New Math sequences all requiring 4 years of math (8 credits): Calculus, Quantitative 

Reasoning & Technical Math (aligned to post-secondary coursework and meta majors) 
• College and Career Readiness requirement including Planning for College and Careers, 

Personal Financial Responsibility 
• CCR sequence* (6 credits) with a graduation capstone experience (work-based or project 

based learning, beyond the classroom) 
• Directed Electives including course options in Fine Arts, World Languages, Academic 

Coursework, CTE and/or STEM offerings 
 
College and Career Ready Diploma w/ Honors Distinction (replaces the AHD and THD honors 
options) 
 
Key Highlights: 

• 48 credit minimum required AND 3.0 (or equivalent) cumulative GPA. 
• To add flexibility, student must choose 2 of 5 options to be eligible for Honors distinction:  

o Advanced Coursework (AP/IB coursework and taking exam)  
o Arts and Culture (World Language and Fine Arts) 
o College Credit 
o Career Credential (CTE) 
o College Entrance Exam (qualifying score on SAT/ACT) 

 
Workforce Ready Diploma (replaces General Diploma) 
 
Key Highlights: 

• 40 credit minimum required 
• New Math courses and sequences available (New: Tech Math and Math 10) 
• College and Career Readiness requirement including Planning for College and Careers, 

Personal Financial Responsibility and a CCR sequence* and a graduation capstone 
experience (Career Credential, Career Experience/Work based learning and/or College Credit) 
 
*CCR Sequence could include CTE courses that build upon and advance learning; elective courses in student interest 
areas (such as Fine Arts, Choir, Band, Physical Education and Health/Wellness); STEM coursework; additional 
coursework in academic offerings (Math, Science, Social Studies, English, World Languages); or sequences such as 
PLTW or others that fit into the student’s academic and personal aspirations. 
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New Diploma Proposals, Public Comment June 2015 
Summary of new diploma survey responses June 30, 11:59 p.m. 1311 respondents 

 
1.  Business & Industry Employer  43 
2.  Community Member  146 
3.  Educational Administrator  211 
4.  Elementary Educator  79 
5.  Employed in Business & Industry  47 
6.  Higher Education  140 
7.  Parent/Family  282 
8.  School Counselors  144 
9.  Secondary Educator  516 
10.  Other  71 
11.  Multiple Roles Reported (duplicated count)* 395* 

 
1 strongly disagree 294 22% 
2 disagree 240 18% 
3 neutral 271 21% 
4 agree 395 30% 
5 strongly agree 111 09% 
Total Responses 1311 100% 
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 The new College and Career Ready graduation requirements would 
appropriately prepare students for success in college and career 
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1 strongly disagree 287 22% 
2 disagree 196 15% 
3 neutral 238 18% 
4 agree 414 32% 
5 strongly agree 176 13% 
Total Responses 1311 100% 

 

 
1 strongly disagree 222 17% 
2 disagree 202 15% 
3 neutral 349 27% 
4 agree 387 30% 
5 strongly agree 151 12% 
Total Responses 1311 100% 
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 The new College and Career Ready Honors graduation requirements 
would appropriately prepare students for success in college and career 
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The new Workforce Ready graduation requirements would appropriately 
prepare students for success in the workplace 
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Observations – 1311 respondents (unduplicated count) 
 
CCR Diploma  
 
1. Of the 1311 survey respondents, 11 respondents mentioned liking the increase to 44 credits and 18 

expressed concerns about increasing the minimum number required for graduation 
2. 250 respondents mentioned the increased flexibility in mathematics in their positive comments but 

about the same number had a variety of concerns about the math sequences 
3. 127 respondents made positive comments about adding the financial literacy requirement 
4. 135 made positive comments about adding the college and career preparation sequence; about 100 

made positive comments about the capstone while about 200 expressed various concerns about the 
college and career sequence and/or the capstone requirement  

[NOTE: guidance to clarify the college and career sequence and the capstone requirements will 
be developed for review by stakeholders] 

5. About 100 respondents expressed concerns about fine arts and/or world languages not being 
required in the CCR diploma; many of the comments indicated they thought these courses were 
currently required and were eliminated in the proposal 

[NOTE: this was clarified in the latest iteration] 
 
CCR Diploma with Honors 
 
1. Of the 1311 survey respondents, about 50 commented that they like the financial literacy 

requirement; about 40 expressed concerns about this requirement  
2. 85 respondents had concerns about world language; some thought it should be required while 

others thought 6 credits was too much 
3. About 100 respondents had positive comments about the Arts and Culture options while about 

twice that number had negative comments – many expressing a preference that fine arts be 
required and others concerned about how students could take personal interest courses such as 
choir, band, or a visual arts course every year  

[NOTE: examples of 4-year course plans have been shared to show how student course-taking 
could accommodate personal interests] 

 
Workforce Ready Diploma 
 
1. Of the 1311 survey respondents, about 200 respondents were positive about the financial literacy 

requirement; about 100 commented positively about the college and career readiness requirement 
2. About 150 commented positively about the mathematics sequence but over 300 shared concerns or 

negative comments, ranging from this being too much math to concerns about how alternatives 
would be defined or the relevance of this math sequence for all students 

3. Over 100 respondents made comments about the capstone; about the same number expressed 
negative opinions about this requirement 

4. 12 respondents expressed strong concerns about the name of this diploma, fearing that it limited or 
demeaned students who would choose this diploma, with a couple suggesting that the name 
General Diploma be retained  

[NOTE: the sub-committee would consider additional suggestions] 
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