


Based on PLC' s organizational documents as well as its operation of The Learning Place, 

we find that PLC had a dominant profit motive in occupying and using the property. We 

therefore find that the property was not entitled to an exemption. 

II. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A. Prehearing Filings and Hearing

2. The subject property had received an exemption since at least 2008. On October 11,

2021, however, the Allen County Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals

("PTABOA") issued a Form 120 notice removing the exemption for the 2021 assessment

year. The Church timely filed a Form 132 petition with us appealing the PTABOA's

decision seeking a 100% exemption.

3. The Assessor moved for summary judgment, which we denied. Beginning on March 28,

2023, our designated administrative law judge, Erik Jones ("ALJ"), held a two-day

telephonic hearing on the merits. Neither he nor the Board inspected the property.

Jonathan Hyde, Beverly Maxwell, and John Swihait all testified under oath.

4. The parties offered the following exhibits:

The Church's Exhibits 

Exhibit 1 

Exhibit 2 
Exhibit 2A 
Exhibit 3 

Exhibit 5 
Exhibit 6 

Exhibit 7 
Exhibit 8 

Exhibit 9 
Exhibit 10 
Exhibit 11 

Commercial lease between the Pine Hills Church and Pine Hills 
Learning Place, signed May 1, 2013, 
Time usage report, 
Time usage report for 2020 (corrected by counsel), 
Sublease agreement between Pine Hills Learning Place and 
Preschool Learning Corporation (unsigned), dated May 1, 2013, 
Parent's Notice- State Form 49444 (R/1-09), 
Pine Hills Learning Place FSSA registration and inspection 
history, 
Provider Certificates, dated April 8, 2021, 
Public Relations Documents, including emollment documents, 
emollment flyer, mailers, and tri-fold brochure, 
Newspaper articles, 
Salary comparables (Indeed.com), 
Photographs of religious events on subject property, 
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Exhibit 12 Inspection photographs, dated Sept. 13, 2022. 

The Assessor's Exhibits 

Exhibit A 
Exhibit B 

Exhibit F 
Exhibit G 

Exhibit H 
Exhibit I 
Exhibit J 

Exhibit K 

Exhibit L 

ExhibitM 

Exhibit N 
Exhibit 0 

ExhibitP 

Exhibit Q 

ExhibitR 

Exhibit S 

ExhibitU 

Exhibit AD 
Exhibit AH 
Exhibit AI 
ExhibitAJ 
Exhibit AK 
Exhibit AL 

Exhibit AN 

Exhibit AO 

Exhibit AS 

2021 Property Record Card for subject property, 
Form 103, Form 104, Form 120, Form 132, and Form 136 (and all 
other forms) filed for appeal, 

Preschool Leaming Corp. Articles of Incorporation, 
Preschool Leaming Corp. periodic report, filed Nov. 23, 2023 
(Colorado), 

Pine Hills Church, Inc., Certificate of Incorporation, 
Pine Hills Church, Inc., Articles oflncorporation, 
Certificate of Assumed Business Name Preschool Leaming Corp., 
d/b/a Pine Hills Kiddie Garden, 
Preschool Leaming Corp. Certificate of Authority, dated Mar. 28, 
2005, 

Applicate for Ce1iificate of Authority of a Foreign Corporation -
Preschool Leaming Corp., dated Feb. 15, 2005, 
Certificate of Organization for Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC, 
dated Feb. 1, 2013, 
Articles of Organization for Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC, 
2021/2022 Business Entity Report for Domestic Limited Liability 
Company Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC (Filing No. 8880204), 
2021/2022 Business Entity Repmi for Domestic Nonprofit 
Corporation Pine Hills Church, Inc. (Filing No. 8908322), 
2021/2022 Business Entity Report for Foreign For-Profit 
Corporation Preschool Leaming Corp. (Filing No. 8922066), 
2019/2020 Business Entity Report for Foreign For-Profit 
Corporation Preschool Leaming Corp. (Filing No. 8232567), 
Domestic Limited Liability Company -Pine Hills Leaming Place, 
LLC, dated Feb. 8, 2018 (Filing No. 7829753), 
Business Personal Property Form 104 for Pine Hills Leaming 
Place (for 11331 Coldwater Road location), 
Emergency contact card, 
Application for admission, 
Child profile, 
Contract for Child Care Services Financial Agreement, 
Policy agreement, 
Bureau of Child Care Division of Family Resources, Safe 
Transportation of Food Responsibility, 
Child Care Development Fund Provider Eligibility Standards 
checklist, 
Commercial lease between Pine Hills Church and Pine Hills 
Learning Place, dated May 1, 2013, 

Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC balance sheet for Dec. 31, 2020, 
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Exhibit AU 

Exhibit AV 

Exhibit AW 

Exhibit AY 

Exhibit BA 

Exhibit BB 

Exhibit BC 

Exhibit BD 
Exhibit BE 
Exhibit BI 

Exhibit BJ 
Exhibit BK 
Exhibit BL 
Exhibit BP 
Exhibit BQ 
Exhibit BR 
Exhibit BS 
Exhibit BT 
Exhibit BU 

Exhibit BV 
Exhibit CG1 

Pine Hills Learning Place, LLC income statement for Dec. 31, 
2020, 
Sublease between Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC and Elevate 
Church, 
Pine Hills Leaming Place Tuition Schedules, dated Jan 6, 2020, 
and Aug. 2, 2021, 
Preschool Leaming Corp. statement of assets, liabilities, and 
equity-income tax basis, dated Dec. 31, 2020, 
Preschool Leaming Corp. statement of assets, liabilities, and 
equity-income tax basis, dated Dec. 31, 2020, 
Preschool Leaming Corp. statement of revenues expenses 
income tax basis- before tax, dated Dec. 31, 2020, 
Standards for Participation in Indiana, Unlicensed Registered 
Child Care Ministry, 
Voluntary Certification Program Checklist, 
Sublease between PHLP and PLC, 
Pine Hills Leaming Place, LLC balance sheet, dated Dec. 31, 
2021, 
Christian Service Foundation Receipt, dated Aug. 22, 2022, 
Christian Services Foundation Restructured Loan #50 balance, 
Daily Schedules, 
Spring/ Fall installment tax bill (2021 pay 2022), 
Affidavit of John Swihart, 
OWL Pre-K Curriculum, 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt-Big Day for Pre-K Overview, 
Savvas Leaming Company program documents, 
Creative Curriculum Teaching Guides & Studies -Teaching 
Strategies, 
The Creative Curriculum® for Preschool, Guided Edition, 
All deposition transcripts. 

5. The official record also includes the following: (1) all petitions, motions, briefs, and other

documents filed in this appeal; (2) all orders and notices issued by the Board or our ALJ;

and (3) a transcript of the hearing.

1 We note that the deposition transcript was split into two parts due to an apparent clerical error. At the hearing, the 
transcripts were labeled as "Respondent's Exhibit BM," but they were introduced and admitted as Respondent's 
Exhibit CG. There is no difference between the documents. For ease ofreference, we refer to the deposition 
transcripts as they were admitted ("Exhibit CG") for the purposes of this determination. 
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