UNLOCKING THE PAST:
YOU HOLD THE KEY!
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Focus

“Unlocking the Past: YOU Held the
Key” is designed to be an intreduction
to research in local history. Using a
fictional teacher, Ms. Lewis, and her
student, Paul, the siandards and re-
wards ol historical research are both
described and demonstrated.

Ms. Lewls is a social studies
teacher in Tippecanoe County, Indiana.
Over the summer, she has been reading
about a way of thinking about history
that is new to her.

Ms., Lewls wants to share her
excitement about history with her
students. She has planned a semester-
long project. Each student will become
a historian, and research a local history
topic of his or her choice.

The cover of this issue uses the
symbol of a doorway to show a common
view of historical research: a threaten-
ing and imposing task. The young man
dwarfed by the doorway on the cover is
Faul, Ms. Lewis’ student. He is aboul to
begin the process of discovery that will
unlock the door.

Our leader in the exploration of
historical research is Ms. Lewis. Her
introductory instructions are contained
on pages 3-5. She tells her students
about the various skills and methods of
research. [n the following pages, she
assists her students—with Paul as the
example—as they proceed with selecting
a topic, using repositories, finding
evidence, and documenting their re-
search. Her later instructions are pro-
vided on the chalkboard.

On page 6, we join Paul. We then
go forward with him as he discovers the
excitement of local history.

On page 12, Paul has brought that
threatening door down Lo size. He has
unlocked the past with his own hard

work. He will also help to unlock that
past for others who hear or see his
presentation of that research. Ms.
Lewis’ students have also proved that
her new approach (o history works.,

Paul's experience may seem unre-
alistic to some. We have shown the path
to success here—in part because Paul
chose a good local history topie, Re-
search can involve dead ends and
failures as you explore. You must be
flexible and learn both from what you
do and do not find in research.

Beginning on page 11, we provide
some tools that can be adapted or
copied for use as you explore your own
topics in local history:
= a “Document Evaluation™ format,

* a repositories checklist, and

* an outline of "Steps in the Research
Process,” which serves as a summary
of the issue.

As usual, there is a page of re-
sources for further reading.

We hope that this introduction
helps you to unlock the past as yvou
explore the Indiana history all around
you.

P.5. If you want some background

for Paul's research, the Battle of
Tippecanoe was covered in some detail
in the October, 1992 issue of The Indi-
cureal Jurior Historlan.

With this issue The Indiona Historinn takes on a new
name, a new look, and more pages. The goals remain the
same—to provide interesting and useful Indiana history

| material in a cost-effective magazine. We hope that our eight
issues per year continue to help each of our readers to learn
and teach about Indiana history.
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Ms. Lewis Explains

History Is More than Books!!

What does the word “history”™ mean to you? To
many people, history is just names and dates to be
memaorized for the next test. To many people,
history Is “long ago and far away.” In fact, however,
history is all around us and is a part of everything
we do.

Let’s think of history as memory—first, on a
personal level. When you got up this moming, how
did you know where to go for breakfast? Didn't
your memary of past breakfasts help you find the
kitchen—and the com flakes?

Throughout the day, your memory reminds
you of the clothes you like to wear, the friends you
meel at school, the classes you must attend, the
way home, and much, much more! Can you imag-
ine how you would feel if you woke up one mom-
ing with no memory?

Now, imagine what would happen if, for
example, the United States or Mexico or China
suddenly lost its memory—the collection of names,
dates, events, and customs that we normally call
history. Chaos would result!

History is iImportant. Without history—or
memory—none of us, our communities, busi-
nesses, or countries would have the help of past
experiences in working with present needs. History
is a tool for business people and government
leaders to use to decide what courses of action are
possible—what lechnelogy to invest in, which
legislation to vote for, who to hire, whether or not
to go to war.

Historians are people who study past experi-
ences in order to make them more clear and
meaningful to others. In fact, you are a historian.
Many times you perform the same kinds of tasks
that historians perform.

For example, when you return home from
school, your mother may ask you, "What hap-
pened today at school? You may keep a journal
that summarizes what you have done each day. As
¥ou answer your mother or write in your journal,
you decide what to say and what not to say. Based
on your memory of the information you have

received from friends and teachers and the activi-
ties you witnessed or participated in, you tell the
story of your day at school.

The history processes that you demonstrate (n
telling your story include observation, organiza-
tion, analysis, evaluation, and interpretation.
These same processes will help you make many
decisions during your lifetime, some very impor-
tant—what career o choose, where Lo live,
whether to marry, for whom to vote—and some not
s0 important—what movie to rent, what to cook for
dinner. where to go on vacation. For you person-
ally, history, as memory, can provide one way to
know what decisions (o make or actions to take.

History sounds easy, doesn't it—it's just
memory and storytelling? It is, however, more
complicated. Your story is jusl one of millions
occurring each day. Think about all the other
students in this school. Do they all have the same
memories and tell the same stories? O course not.
But all of these stories are the sources of history.
Your journal could someday be part of a history of
daily life in Indiana in the 1990s.

How do we know about the memories and
stories of people who have died? Which slories are
valid? How do historians present these stories?
The answers Lo these questions generally come as
a resull of careful historical research,

“Doing” history is exciting! You can become
historians and learn how to research, write, and
present the stories of those who are no longer
here. But you need to learn and use the processes
I mentioned earlier—observation, organization,
analysis, evaluation, and interpreta-
ton.

Over the next weeks, we will
learn to be historians together.
We will learn first how and
where to look for stories. Then
we will learn what (o do with
those stories when we find
them.

& Copyright Indiana Historial Bureau 1883




Ms. Lewis Instructs

What You Need to Know Before You Begin ...

Learning history imvolves much
more than simply reading textbooks in
a classroom. Learning history is exciting
and challenging if you become particl-
pants in the whole process of “doing™
history

To produce good written history,
certain guidelines and standards must
be followed. For example, historians
st
* search for and examine all kinds of

information with a critical eye;

« pee information 1o establish the
relationships between and among
peoples, places, and evenis;

* recognize the many different points of
view which the past and the present
offer;

# present thelr research for discussion,
and preserve their work for those who
follow.

I I I I -
HISTORCAL
& GULTURAL

Primary sources include materials that are directly related

o a person, place, or event by time,
Written malerials ma M T
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icles from the

s or event in Tippecanoe

ypic using the guidelines provided.
o that topic

Where do you find information?
There are many, many locations
where you might look for information
about your topic. The checklist “Keepers
of the Past™ will help you identily some
standard locations for different types of
information and sources. [Seep. 13

What kinds of information and
sources are available?

First, you must know the difference
between primary sources and second-
ary sources. The definitions we will use
are provided on the chalkboard.

You should locate and use primary
sources as the basis of your projects.
Primary sources, because of their direct
relation to the person. place, or event,
are the building blocks of historical
research. Secondary sources provide
important background information and
a variety of opinions about what hap-
pened and why.

Look carefully at the sources you
[ind because they can sometimes be
primary and secondary depending on
what information is needed.

@ Copyright Indiana Historical Bureasw 1983



How do you record and organize your information?

Careful historians keep accurate records of all their
sources of information. | am providing several handouts on
how to take notes and keep records of the sources used.
There is also a handout on the use of footnotes and a biblog-
raphy in research papers.

[In preparing her handouts, Ms. Leuds wsed Turabdan's Student's
Gum:’urw'rlung Callege Papers as a source on how fo wrile a reseoch
[N

How do you evaluate your information?

After you find and record information, you must evaluate
it. Historians are skeptical about the information they find
and question everything. Historlans compare many different
sources to make sure that information is correct or con-
firmed.

You must, however, be impartial judges of the informa-
tion that you find. You must determine the points of view of
authors of primary and secondary sources in evaluating the
information in those sources.

Everyone has a unique paint of view that develops from
his or her family, culture, race, gender, education, ete. It is,
therefore, difficult, if not impossible, to be truly ohjective.
Historians, however, know their own paints of view and
recopgnize the value of others' points of view.

Ms. Lewwis exutioned [ #mas T
her students to look o B
carefully af the 7, ST

nformmation they [tad

bvmealise SOURCES Can
sometimes be primany
amnd secondmry
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brechwure on the right
fram the Indicng State
Litsrawryy i a primery
souree for e on
abotit the celebration
of the sesquicentennial
of the bafile; but it s a
secnndany souroe on
the betile fself
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How do you interpret?

One of a historian's most important
tasks is Lo determine relationships
among peoples, places, and events and
to explain why things happened when
and where they did. This process is
called interpretation.

Interpretation, in its simplest form,
is selection of information. As you select
information to record, and organize that
information in your research papers,
yvou are interpreting. You determine
what is to be included, what is (o be
emphasized, and what is to be left out.

How do you present research?

A historical paper is the most
traditional way of sharing history with
other historians and the public. This
traditional presentation of history is
currently being challenged by multime-
dia presentations, dramatic perfor-
mances, and interactive exhibits.

You must wrile a paper for this
assignment because the research paper
should still be the basis for any type of
historical presentation. | also want you
to have the opportunity (o present your
research in an additional way.

We are going to have a history fair
at the end of the semester and invite
parents, students, and teachers. You
may continue your work and choose to
present your topic as an exhibit, a
media presentation, or a drama.

& Copyright Indiana Historlal Buereau 1993



Paul Begins His Assignment

Frame the Topic
l__:r'I[]r_IEiII'l_r:] the nghl topic i

will enjoy researching. Your

sources. A topicin local or st

e avallab
omimilndly are valuz
| oF slale

F‘F you go !hrm nh the pr )
collected. Look carefully at the information, bre
E'r i a4l ,,r-. iLiF F|r1:1||u_;|- your m[.:n WIF §

-I|| 1 o

At Home. I'm going to do my project on Tecumseh and the Battle of Tippecanoe. 11
be fun to see what happened out at Battle Ground. | need to get to the library,
) Ms. Lewis said we must have bibliography and note cards. | looked them up in
Turabian's book. | knew | would never remember everything, so | made example cards. |

took 4° x 6" note cards, paper, and pencils, and headed for the publie library, Ms. Lewis
said that you never use ink pens when you work with documents.

At the Public Library. To start, | asked the librarian for help. He was really nice and
E showed me how to look up things like books, newspapers, articles, and even videos.
wasar There are so many things at one library!

One of the books | found was a published edition of Harrison's letters and papers, |
was disappointed to learn thal Tecumseh was not at the Battle of Tippecanoe. The
Prophet, Tecumseh’s brother, led the warriors.

| | At the Tippecanoe County Historical Association,
Lafayette. | called the museum, spoke with the curator

'-":“- about my research project, and made an appointment Lo

meet with him. He pulled information for me before [ got there

""-:;' . r" i e il s
which saved a lot of time. | decided always (o call ahead when | =

was going somewhere to do research Native
In the collections, | saw artifacts from the battlefield and Americans
Prophetstown, Tecumseh's village. After putting on white gloves, -
the curator allowed me to touch certain artifacts. | was really to revisit
careful, and | remembered to write note cards about everything! Battle
T Ground
I E AL the Tippecanoe Battlefleld Historical Museum, Battle Ground. | walked poniedbit
el around the battlefield taking photographs and notes. The battle must have been so By CATHF MATTEN
e exciting. 1 wish I could have been there! The museum has exhibits that tell the story P b 18y e
of what happened before, during. and after the battle. I bought several books about the .,E..“E.".—rt‘?;.":..‘;n
baltle in the museum shop ...‘:-‘.'.'.F.:l';".'.".'.':.'.'.. [
In 1991, Native Americans came to the battle site to bless the ground. The curator e N A Sty e
gave me a copy of the newspaper article that told about iU | couldn't believe it! There are R

still Native Americans in Indiana whao are interested in the battle after 180 years. WNWV\
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whao fought there. | decided to narrow my topic to “The Battle Strategies of Harrison

aﬂtﬂmﬂvm I analyzed all my information about the Battle of Tippecanoe and the men
and The Prophet at the Battle of Tippecanoe: Why Harrison Won.”

note cards, | showed her the newspaper article about the 1991 gathering. She
ree guggested | talk to Mative Americans who had participated and gave me a number to
call to get in touch with them. She told us that a good research paper must present more
than one side of an issue,

At School. Ms. Lewls reviewed our research. She looked at our bibliography and

Calling the Minnetrista Cultural Center, Munecie. [ wrote a note card for every
111! name and phone number the director gave me. | interviewed several Native Ameri-
e cANS, Asking permission (o tape record what they said. 1 had a lot of fun. They even
invited me to a traditional powwow. It was great! But now | realized that there were many
different views and opinions of the battle.

At Home. After reading accounis by men at the batile, | decided that it would not

have been fun to be there at all, It would have been horrible, Many people on bath
wa  Sldes were killed or wounded. The wife of an American officer wrote in her diary that
there were 2 and 3 funerals a day as the wounded died. My research also showed that
Native Americans, who had lived at Prophetstown, lost their homes and sulfered hard-
ships. After thinking about all that | had learmned so far, | decided to write on “The Battle
of Tippecanoe: Major Impacts from a Minor Skirmish.”

At the Indiana State Library and Historical Building,
Indianapolis. What a great place! Because [ had called

s 21128, the librarians had already pulled material for me. hﬁﬁ?ﬂfm&ﬂ
First | went to the Manuscripis Section, | found an advertisement
called a broadside, about a celebration of the battle. | went to the
Newspaper Section and read newspapers, now available on micro-
film, from the time of the battle, | pald to have copies made of
several newspaper articles.

Al the State Archives, 1 found the muster rolls of the Indiana
Militia that fought at the battle! AL the Indiana Historical Bureau, 1
bought several publications.

I then went to the Indiana Historical Society. The original
Harrison papers that deal with the battle are at the National Ar-
chives in Washington, D.C. | read copies of these papers on micro-
fitm. The librarian made some copies for me, She pulled the William
Henry Harrison Collection. It contains letters and other papers he
wrote while governor of the Indiana Territory. | actually got to touch
them! To protect the old papers, they could not be photocopled., |
paid to have several of Harrison's papers photographed and mailed.

On the way home, [ decided not to worry about my paper
anymore and concentrated on the game | was going to that night.

© Cogyright Indlana Historal Bureau 1993 T



Paul Keeps Careful Records

Bibliography and Note Cards

=] I"'|-"|r|r'-'||'I|'-r |':'-':r'|."'-'. and nole cards are a very important part of the research pros

___r-:_r;- ;|r|_!|._|||,_|:.;|||| WS N - 5
When writing your cards ollowing in mind:
¢ Ahways have plenty of blank, li -ands with you when you are researching
; 0th your Dibhography and note cards. A recom-
size is 4" x 6", You can get a lot of information on them.
rds while you have the source in front of you. Do nol rely on your memory.,

RECORD SOURCES

One of the best sources | found is a published version of
Harrison's papers. The librarian explained that this book is a
documentary edition. a printed version of manuscripts and
records as they were originally writien. Even though this
book was published in 1922, it is a primary source because
Harrison's papers were printed word for word, just as he
wrote them. | used this source more than any other 1 found
for Harrison's viewpoint

authoreditor fitle

- =

e Espud '-"P‘-"Enﬁ_-gs Pisntngs sed ety d 1, JBe- 1)
full citation Tﬂav:gn‘_g_ﬂl.ﬁkﬂ T, P bUAD | Sl Tk Pk TV 1 :
; T L i | e — place of publication

5 s ok in 8 coep o of Badtnaai, hatudl pitteng
pUhIEEhE' el R rl-_‘l.l.'E“ ey Hll o, 190 i '|'|.,._|_-|-|w._-|
T | te of ; el
i {::::-é T:::: Ih;:?-d-.:: berbe i_:EH 4o b oy year of publication
MYy NOES DBSCTIDING T Lol Beonact scuto caiecbio ppees huselF

the book And bt fime of g bl $iic it A plimAy Seurcy

Vel comel Pobseci Eylad Fongieng il it Loy
I'H"L"' s kb y

Wt

description of nole

location and call numbers
card key wonds
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TAKE CAREFUL

AND COMPLETE NOTES i CAMS ang also used to record direct guotabions and

- Eshugy, I-Lllll.ni.-h!‘:l._]:h.p-.l-i

ter A ¢ Ty -
?II'-I:IIIL;:M E;ﬁ-ﬂ?uﬂl“fﬂh Fushs -‘I'I"i::drrl n'l.-:l.runn:_{

— spench taalt placs Aug 20

Tt ..,:Iv.;n'rn:'m.‘hrr-u.p‘nqu waidh Hhg meh alesd
jerticulatiog Aad indlications of fapr eqen bu
eorciradick wobact T Fod Gaad 1n the et jadcat masees.
Lban B fiash fecr, A foumbed oF he Py, Al 5 pliang
i, Pl i, g ahuleg, dumahaisks, And spmrg
ool Thasd 1, n."r'i-l"l"n']hl-"'il-r.l adthitude,

Mote Cards

L | ey conlain your ¢ | uthiors. leals

e, The fomal torr irds e with tha re-
Sonsisient

| Pk (i SaSTL,
This ﬁuclﬁru:l-,qﬁ.n,. e pvcls -rr-é mﬁEF.nﬁ 'F-E!M i
Teawumseh Rad }-LEEE-:I;': w Uinceanes on

Regust 30, 190

T s frink of 4hve encpasian a4 Hhe
Tecliamn, Hishias | Eﬂ"—"e'}ll" Hpuseuse, ho

I;:l:."b.,n..w. Irt;iml-rhﬂ a_i;ﬂ_++.;'.i-i1?ﬂ. o
E.'Niﬂll'-li"-'-“l o its cefieh has beew echecd |

1 saw the engraving above in many of the books | located.
I liked it very much. but could not find any information about
the artist or the date it was made. When did this meeting
take place? Why was Tecumseh so angry? | decided to look at
the book with Harrison's papers. Perhaps | could find some
written account there,

In the book of Harrison’s papers, | found Harrison's
letter of August 22, 1810, which contains an account of the
meeting between Harmison and Tecumseh on August 20. The
artist’s picture does not match Harrison's account of the
meeting. According to Harrison, it was not Tecumseh who
raised his tomahawk in anger, but his warriors. I'm not sure
I'm going to use the engraving even though other
historians have.

© Copyright Indlana Historial Bureau 19393 9



Paul Evaluates His Sources

Evaluate Sources

— 'JIJriI'II'_] rl pir resn

R
You DEenmineg a Sourt Hiability and
Find as many primary ;
Analyze the sources and comp
Consider the author and hisfher paint of view
Lse reliable s : IS aluating. You ca
ming if a s ris a3 1 -annot be proved hista
¥ you shll chose to use it

Some of Paul's Concems about Sources A Special Problem

* | have three written accounts of the Battle of Tippecanoe. | located four maps in secondary
Do they give the same Information? Were they written by sources showing Harrison's camp the
soldiers who fought in the battle? Were they written later night before the battle. All are similar,
by people who were not at the battle? but slightly different. The maps are

* After the battle, some called the Battle of Tippecanoe a confusing. What are the maps based
stunning military victory. Others disagreed, saying that the on? Which of the four maps is the most
great loss of life was not a victory. It was, however, the correct? Are the maps primary or sec-
Battle of Tippecanoe that helped Harrison become presi- ondary sources? | used the checklist

dent of the United States in 1840. The battle certainly hurt  Ms. Lewis gave me to evaluate each

Tecumseh's efforts Lo unite Native Americans. map.

| decided to read carefully the
description ol the encampment in the

Map 1. From The Balile
of Tippecance by Roed
Beard. Published in
1589, There is no
information about who

Map 3, From The Battle
of Tippecances by Reetd
Hearel. Revisian of
1589 eddition., pubdlished
In 1811, The map s

e thee map or houw i printed tn Chicmga by
wsas draeim A, Zee [IRegible] amd
— Map 2. From The Co., Engravers, There is
e —-—_ Batile of Tippecance no cloder, ariisd, or Map 4. From The Baille
7 '.: by Captain Alfred explanaiion glemn of Tippecanoe by

Ll Pirtle. Published fn EE Richard J. Red.

f 1200, The map inedi ' 47 Published tn 1883. Reid
1L cntes on e begened the sicates that the basic
I madme af Adalph reference for the
Hallenbeng and a date placernent of the troops
of 1897, Thene I3 no s Governor's
information about how Messages and Lellers
the map was drawn edifedd by Esarey,

primary source, Governor’'s Messages

and Lefters edited
by Esarey, Lo
figure out which
map was closest to
Harrison's descrip-
Lo,

10 i Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 1883



Paul Evaluates the Pirtle Map
Document Evaluation

I. ldentifying the Document

A, 'Who created the original document? P\dﬁl#"- Hﬂ“ En .hE lqi

B. Where was it created? L.ac:.l‘d"iﬁﬂ bankmouwsw

C. Title or subject Plat of 'H'Fpecnrmﬁ’%ﬁtkgm“ﬂ Tomicer, 4 JEI

D. Date |29
E. T}']mﬂl'nirunxmm“F

F. Where did I locate this copy of the document? Give proper bibliographic information. PARY g, N-Fﬂgd,

Aptan, The Battleof TippecAmoe. i HE.KEﬂTuLkgmn'_’a?M’mb And

n. GOmEhey 1998, nlBechRgneersace ! Prrtie ™A
A. Describe the pu of the document. Why was it created? Who Id read it?
G:th?j m-m; site , lecation of cAficers  rrophelstown

Anyewe Inferested n +he pattle.
B. Whal evidence in the document shows why il was created? . )
Lochckion of officere AR men Shewd HaRRicow's badtle Sh'{[‘!ﬁ?’
C. Where would you look for additional information to explain this document?

HaeRisow s TAPIS, lyis descri ptiow of +he hxttlc .

M. Testing the Document: Not everything in print or that you find is reliable. You must back up sources that
you use with other evidence. If you use a source without such evidence, you must defend your reason for

doing s0.
A, 15 the document reliable? Is there other information that agrees with the document's information?

S Jar Yo ather MAPS 1A ohs LahaT . Where. Seemea
ﬁ;ﬁedeﬂhaﬁuEs Fﬁpeme.g*lﬂ &ﬁmﬁﬁﬂsﬂﬁ? men di Mk, e

B. Is there other information that disagrees?
?@5‘ +he other mapes.

C. Make a staternent about the general usefulness of the document for your particular interest.

TAPs weRe Al made by pesple Hal were ot Actually at +he lodltle, onl
e interPretatione. Thi s makes hem all gmfw !
topic.

IV, Using the Document: It is important to know how the document fits you
A, List the most importiant pieces of information that relate to your topic. *
kocetiow of efficeRs And men shew  Lohy Tie ﬁ?cphas plnm 4o sneak \Ta
cAmp fauled.

B. What questions are suggested and need follow up after examining the document? :
'-*'-*'*J did wARRIoRS awly AttAck oWE Arch of CAMPZ LOKY didiat the WARRISRS
S mhdﬁamfﬁi_m{; uf_wf,ﬁ pccouiT of t&l‘t‘l‘c .

& Copyright Indizna Historial Buresw 1983 11




Paul Presents His Research

Presenting and Preserving History

Cnginal historical research has littke value to his
unless they know about it. Historians wsiy hare i
i :search papers—and public
Historical re cen presented fo more public audie
through museum exhibits, historic sites, and popul:
Haley's Hoofs or Ken Bums' Civil Wa
powear of primary sources anc 3
You are a hist ) - amead with others. In
] way's o present your hard work:
2N, Or a dramatic peformance.
rvation of your historical r
a% 1o the histoncal record.
adding such papers fo their
local history collections

Remember, history is fun! Enjoy yoursell!

At Home. It was s0 exciling Lo get an A

an n]}r reﬂmrctl ].;‘-r]ih:"l_ I t—.:_u-l ﬁ:““-l':i 50 nmn}r :f LINES fIr mrl'!'llng I_.|IL'|:|.I"_rE:l" M=, Livgils and
resources that | decided to make an exhibit nare "“15‘ E:':"":E gj;fwmn :"!”: :‘:Lﬂ": ;:::’E:::r;
for our class history fair. My topic—"The History Day contests in the spring,
Battle of Tippecanoe: Major Impacts from a They todd Ms. Lewds how much fin they had
Minor Skirmish"—worked really well as an researching and that they wanted Io_form a

histony clukb af thedr schood

exhibit. | had a lot of fun making it. My mom
ook lots of pictures, The library pul our
class’ exhibils on display for a whole month!

The Tippecanoe County Historical Association called
and invited us to speak about our &
research projects. Everyone told us
whal a good job we had done. The
director asked for copies of our re- . l
search papers for their files,

The Minnetrista Cultural Center
asked for coples of my taped interviews with the Native
Americans and a copy of my research paper. [ was very
excited that they would want my research.

12 i Copyright |ndiana Historical Bursay 1953



re-pos-i-to-ry n.,
A place where
things may be
gtored for

| s-‘af-ekeeping.

Keepers of the Past: A Checklist

Repositories: Keepers of the Past

Mothing is more exciting to a historian than to discover a source that provides new
information aboul the past. With a little time, some travel, and a lot of patience, you, too,
might uncover such sources. The repositories on the checklist "Keepers of the Past” are
places to bagin your research. Some of the sources listed below may ba found in more than
one repository. Discover and record others on your own.

s

LiRRLEY

|:nnsu:u mcords

business ledgers
historias
ralarance Works
vartical files
special collections
books

| magazines

- B

BETATE

BECOMDE

geological survey maps

soil consarvation maps

waterways maps

insurance maps

millitary records

insurance records

fire records

railroad records
corporation records

Iﬁzl O

HIATORCAL
& CULTURAL
N ETTEUTROMNE

artifacts

site plans
foundations

speclal collections
letters

govemnment records
newspapers

| special collections

| exhibits

| scrapbooks

| fire Insurance maps

)

albums
| diaries
| journals

latters

private collections
- genealogy
quilts
legends
songs
medical records
military records
photegraphs
oral history

employment records
employer newsletters
correspondenca
annual reports

| photographs

] O

yearbooks
attendance records
school board minutes

term papers

PLACES
‘OF WORSHIP

maembership rolls
names and dates
| Inscriptions
| burial practices
| cometory records

[
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Steps in the Research Process

I. Frame the Tople.
A, Get an idea (or vour teacher assigns you a

topic).

1. Look around your community.

2. Talk to people,

3. Think about the topic or idea and think
aboul your interests. Can you make them
fit together?

Narrow your topic by asking a question,

1. What do you want to know about the
Lopic?

2, Determine through research whether you
can answer that question; if not. change
your question.

3. Through further research, continually
examine your gquestion to refine your topic,

. Find information. (Do research.)

A,

Go to the public Ubrary.

1. Tell the librarian your topic/question and
ask for help in locating sources of informa-
tiom,

2. Learm to use the library catalog and other
linding aids.

3. Locate basic sources of secondary informa-
ton— such as books, magarines, etc.—and
check indexes of books Lo see if the topic is
listed,

4. Read these basic sources; take notes and
record bibliographic information on note
cards. Foolnotes often provide leads to
additional materials.

5. Look for primary sources,

Locate other repositories for primary and

secondary sources, See "Keepers of the Past™

checklist on p. 13,

Il. Evaluate information. (Analyze and interpret.)

A,

3
D, Use the information to explain relationships

Be skeptical about information, and compare
many different sources,

Be impartial, and leam to recognize the points
of view of authors of both primary and second-
ary sources.

Select reliable information.

among people, places, and events. Be sure to
relate your topic to the bigger picture—state,
regional, or national history, for example.

Iv.

V.

Decide how to present your research.

A. Research paper—presents interpretation in
traditional written form; should be the basis
for the presentation of history in other for-
rmats.

1. Make an outline using the information on
your note cards to answer your original
gquestion.

2. Write a first draft using yvour outline, Have
someone else read your drafl. Revise,

3. Check for proper grammar, spelling. and
punctuation, and make final corrections to
conlent.

B. Exhibit—presents visual materials and/or
objects based on a written interpretation of a
topic.

1. Use your research paper as the foundation
of an exhibit,

2. Look at museum exhibits to see how
materials are presented and interpreted,

C. Media presentation—uses video, slides, ete. to
show and interpret visual materials on a topic.
1. Use your research paper as the foundation

of a media presentation.

2. Look at documentaries on network and
public television stations to see how infor-
mation can be communicated,

D. Dramatic Presentation—uses theatrical
techniques to interpret a topic.

1. Use your research paper as the foundation
of a dramatic presentation.

2. Look at live theater and television to see
how historical topics can be interpreted
and communicated.

E. Seek places to present your work—school,
service organizations, historical and eultural
groups, ele.—in whatever format(s) you have
selected

Preserve your research,

Notify your local library, historical organization,

ete. aboul your work and offer to give them a copy

of your paper, sources, or other products that you
hawve.

14
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An Apple for Everyone

Bibliography
of Selected Readings

Student Reading

» Cooper, Kay. Who Pul the Canron
in the Courthouse Square? A Guide io
Linoouvering the Past, New York: Walker
and Company, 1985.

This book provides a very readable

guide onwriting local history designed
for young people in upper elementary
and junior high school. Examples of
local history projects for junior and
senior high students are included.
# The IndianaJunior Hisiorian, “Col-
lecting Your History.” Indianapolis:
Indiana Historical Bureau, November
19591.

This issue is concerned with dis-
covering your family's history, An ex-
cellent bibliography is included. This
magazine s available in school and
puhblic libraries and from the Indiana
Historical Burean,
= Jungreis, Abigail. Know Your Home-
town History: Proglects and Activities.
New York: Franklin Watts, 1992,

The projects and activities in this

book are designed to help elementary
school students discover thelr own
local history. Projects include mak-
ing a contour map and model of the
town and a patchwork quill of local
history.
v Old Schoolhowse Gang: Some Guide-
lines for Schoal Oral History Profects.
Indianapelis: Indiana Historical Bu-
reau, 1990,

Compiled by Janice Montgomery,

Southside School, Columbus, Indi-
ana, this booklet prepares elemen-
tary school students to record oral
histories. This very useful publica-
tion and is available in public librar-
ies and from the Historical Bureau.
» Schwartz, Alvin, ed. When I Grew
Up Long Ago. Philadelphia: J.B.
Lippineotl Company, 1878,

Older people talk about the days

i@ Copynighl Indiana Hestoral Bureay 1983

when they were young. A glimpse of
life in America at the tum-of-the-
century is provided through these
recollections. This book provides a
good maodel forwhat can be done with
oral histories, Recommended for in-
termediate and advanced readers.
= Weitzman, David. My Backyard His-
tory Book. Boston: Litile, Brown and
Company, 1975.

An excelleni source for gathering
local and family history.

General Sources

= Bareun, Jacques, and Henry F.
Grall. The Modern Researcher, 4th ed.
Mew York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1985,

A classic gulde to the theory and

practice of research.
* Davidson, James, and Mark H.
Lytle. After the Fact: The Art of Histori-
eal Detection. New York: McGraw-Hill,
Inc,, 1885,

This book demonstrates how care-

ful research with primary sources
can shed new light on various histori-
cal persons, places, and events.
+ Feli, Thomas E. Researching, Wril-
ing, and Publishing Local History.
MNashwille, TH: American Associalion
for State and Local History, 1981.

This is a wonderful primer for be-
ginning historians. Best for second-
ary studenis and adults.
= Furay, Conal, and Michael J.
Salevouris, The Methods and Skills of
Histony: A Practical Guide. Arlington
Heights, [L: Harlan Davidson, Inc.,
1888.

This excellent history teacher's
guide offers a general introduction to
the uses and methods of history for
students. Each chapter inchudes ex-
ercises for high school students.
= Kyvig, David E., and Myron A.
Marty, Nearby Histony: Exploring the
Post Arownd Yoo, Nashwville, TH: Amerni-

can Association for State and Local
History, 1990,

An excellent source for local and
family history designed for adult and
secondary school readers. The follow-
ing titles are also available in The
Nearby Hisiory Series: Local Schools;
Houses and Homes, Public Ploces,
Places of Waorship;, Local Businesses.
* Metcall, Fay D.. and Maithew T.
Downey. Using Local History in the
Classroom. Mashville, TH: American
Association for State and Local His-
tory, 19682,

This is a very useful source for
secondary school history teachers bul
could be adapted for elementary school
classes.

* Turablan, Kate L. A Manual for
Disserfafions, 5th ed. Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1987,

A siandard guide for writing papers,
used by National History Day.

* Turabian, Kate L. Siudent's Guide
for Writing College Papers. 3d ed. Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1976,

This 5 helpiul for the beginning
writer and can be adapted to any
grade level,

Of Special Interest

« The Indiana Historical Bureau
sponsors Indlana History Day, a
competition for students in grades 4-
12, Check your public or school H-
brary for a current History Day Siu-
elent Guidde or call 317-232-2536,
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