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Focus—The Gentle Invasion

Courtesy: Indiana Historical Socteny Librany, Negatoe 8§C5238.

The primary source reproduced below is a letter written in Virginia in 1749 by Englishman Hugh
Farker to_fellow countryman Robert Smith in “The Miamis Country.” The photograph shows the
letter unfolded with the address on the left. The dark spot in the center is what remains of the
wx seal used to fasten the folded poge before il was sent See page 9 for more about this source.

133 o - " F 5 o .
- e STHE = _-!. 3 k ; 18 i I.___ '_r_._- l_r
¥ - T 4 7 A :
: Sl 2T
2 . = g & 1
d S CleplE e P i
4 r 1] .

i LS
w

:_r—‘{:é;:;;-_‘,ﬁ‘;_ .
Rl - . il o it -
p——; e ;

& Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 1992



Focus

At least twenty thousand years ago, people
began tomigrale lrom Asia into the New World, Native
Americans are descendents of these early immi-
grants. By 1492 AD., it is estimated that nearly fifty
million people inhabited North America. Archaso-
logical records indicate the area of the present-day
Midwest was occupled by various groups (see The
Indiana Junior Historian, April 1992).

By the sixteenth century, many Native Ameri-
cans had complex cultures which were based prima-
rily on agriculture. They lived in seasonal villages and
had developed intermal trade systems.

Europeans, therefore, who wished to tap the
many resources of North America, often encountered
sophisticated cultures rather than primitive peoples.
The interaction of Native American tribes with the
Europeans who claimed the land that s now Indiana
is the focus of this and the October and November
issues of The Indiona Junior Historian,

The gentle invasion of North America was not
planned as an attack. French fishermen, coming to
Newfoundland on the eastern coast in the mid 1500s,

discovered that trading for furs with the Native Ameri-
cans was more profitable than fishing. The fur trade
in the New Waorld began more by accident than by
design, but once it started, it grew rapidly. The
fishermen were soon followed by the explorers, and
then the French fur traders and missionaries.
Before the traders’ arrival, tools used by the

Indians were painstakingly chipped from stone., Deco-
rative beads were laboriously drilled from shell, ant-
ler, or bone. Hand-made clay pots were easily broken,
Clothing was made from animal skins or plant fibers.

Trading brought many changes to Native Ameri-
can cultures. Many of their traditional possessions
were displaced by Eurcpean manufactured goods,
Now they could trade animal skins for metal axes,
knives, and copper pots. They could have colorful
glass beads, cloth for clothing, and beautiful ribbon
to trim it. They could gel guns, powder, and shot to
replace their bows and ammows,

The gentle invasion had begun. What started as
an economic agreement would soon change the cul-
tures of Native Americans,

Sources; Bamhart & Riker, Chapter Ill; Kehoe, Chapters
1 and 5.
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The second French post in Indiana
was Fort Saint Phillippe des Miamis or
ForiMiami, by presentday Fort Wayne,
bulll in 1721 acreas from the Miami
village of Heldonga. Fort Miami was
very important to the French because
af Its location on the Wabash River.
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The French and Indians in Indiana
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The Lure of the Pelt

The fur trade in the New World was carried
on by exchanging furs for merchandise. Many
Mative Americans seemed to be fascinated by the
luxuries that could be obtained by providing
pelts to the traders. Metal pots, glass beads,
cloth, mirrors, and brandy were all items that
had not been part of the Native American’s
traditional world. Once introduced to these
manufactured goods, Native Americans consid-
ered them as status symbols, and may have
found that they could not do without them.

The traders saw this effect and tried to keep
the Native Americans supplied with trade goods.
It soon became profitable for the traders to
establish trading posts where Native Americans
could bring pelts and trade them for products.

The French voyageurs were men who gen-
erally contracted with traders to bring trade
goods by canoe to the posts and take the furs
back to Montreal, Canada. Although their ca-
noes were huge—some 30 feet long—a tall or
very large man took up too much room and that
meant less room for trade goods. These men,
therefore, were required to be under 5 feet 7
inches in height.

In the spring, the voyageurs pulled their
paddles through the waters of the Greal Lakes
and down into the rivers of what is now Indiana.
What a picture they must have made; their
voices raised in song, dressed in their bright
clothing, paddling their colorfully painted ca-
noes!

In the fall, the voyageurs made the trip back
to Montreal with thelr canoes loaded with bundles
ol furs, weighing almost 100 pounds each. On
the journey, there were places where they had to
portage or carry their cargo and canoes. When
the rivers did not connect, or there were rapids,
or when Lthe water was loo low, they placed both
goods and cances on their strong backs and
carried them overland.

The voyageurs competed with each other to
see who could carry the most bundles. Some
carried three at a time. That is 300 pounds!

The courewrs de boiswere independent trad-

ers who went into the forests and dealt directly
with the Native Americans. Their name means
“runners of the woods” in French. They ignored
the strict fur trade regulations established by
the French government. Many adopted the In-
dian ways of life and moved freely through the
forests. They brought their pelts to the trading
post and received credit for supplies that they
needed for the next season.

The [ur trade was big business for the
French and was worth protecting from the Brit-
ish, unfriendly Indians, and anyone else who
might interrupt the trade. The lure of the pelt
was strong and the resulting wealth from trade
sel the stage for conflict.

Sources: Burger, Chapter [I; Rozlak.

A portage required men o carry both carge and cances
operland. Reprinted, by permission, from The Minnesola
Histarleal Sockety. Hozlak, p.l7.
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Prlmag: Source

The document below is a trade contract between two French-
men—one a merchant, the other a voyageur, The translation
reproduced here is a primary source_for information about the
JSur trade in Indiona. Words in the document are spelled as
they appeared in the translation. The original decument in
French and the later typed transiation are in the Indiana
Historical Society Library. Courtesy: Northwest Collection,
Indiana Historical Society Library.

June 7, 1768
Engagement of Charles Brouiller to Sr. Desauniers

Being present Charles Brouiller, residing at Pointe-aux-
Trembles, in this city, being in Montreal today, who has, and
does by this agreement, voluntarily hire himself out to Sieur
Alexis Desauniers and Company, represented by Sieur
lgnace Dufy Desauniers, merchant of this city, here present.
He accepts to leave this cily as soon as he is requested to do
&0, in a canoe loaded with goods; to guide and lead it to the
Ouyatanons Post. to spend one winter at said place, or
within its limits; to return next year, 1759 in the usual way,
in a canoe loaded with pelts, taking care, during the trips
and while at said place, of the canoes, merchandise and
pelts, food supplies and equipment necessary for such a
voyage: to go to all trading areas indiciate to him; to hunt,
fish and dig, if need be; to obey said Sieurs, or their repre-
sentative; serve them faithfully, achieve a profit for them. He
will avold damages and notify them il he is aware of any and
generally without being allowed to trade for his own benefil,
nor to be distracted from said service under the penalities of
the ordonnances. This agreement is made in consideration
of the sum of 300 livres which sald Sr. promises and binds
himself to pay and remit to said engage upon his return Lo
this city, as his wages and salary for said voyage, in the
currency of this country. It is agreed that said employee will
not have to portage either coming or going. except on the
hills. THUS, promising & obligating & done & passed at
Montreal, in the office of Danre, cne of the said notaries, in
the year 1758, the 7th of June in the aflernoon. Said Sr.
has signed. Said engage declared that he does not know
how to write or sign this agreement after it was read.

[Signed) Dufy Desauniers
Danre Deblanzy (notary)
Plillegible] (royal notary)

Furs pressed into bundles took less
spare for transport.  Reprinted, by
permission, from The Minnesota
Historical Society. Kozlak, p. 21.

Activities
= Imagine that you are a
voagewr, What are some of the
dangers you might encounter
in your job? Wrile a letter to
your [amily describing some of
the dangers and adventures of
your life as a voyagewr.
* Singing Indiana History by
Martha Chrisman Riley, Delphi,
Ind.: Riverside Productions,
1992, contains several ex-
amples of voyageur songs. Se-
lect some songs and perform
them with your class.
# Using an atlas, trace the river
roules that voyageurs might
have used (o travel from the
Wabash River to Montreal.
* The voyageur's contract ap-
pears to be complicated. Re-
write this contract in your own
words. Include the date, names
of merchant and voyageur, the
responsibilities of the merchant
and the voyagewr, and the
length of the contract.

& Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 1542



Across ti

I am called Miaghqua of the Wea tribe. | see the trader’s
camp across the river, [ like the traders. The women of the
village like the metal pots and glass beads that the French
traders give us when we bring beaver [ur to their camp. The
women grow food for the camp, and the men work with the
traders. Many times they take our young
women as wives. The children of these
marriages are called métis by the French.

The traders do not wear animal skins
to cover their bodies, but they dowear our =%
moceasins. They wear comfortable look-
ing clothes and carry guns. | know of
these guns. My father saysthatwecan :
kill our enemies and hunt for animals s
better than we ever have. [ do not = =
have such a gun, but someofmy  ———=——
peopledo. Notall of the elders agree
that guns are a good thing.

Their fortified camp is made of wood and will last a
long time. They fear the British who also come o
trade with our people. There are often soldiers
at their camp to keep the British oul

The traders give our people many gilts |
in addition to the things for which we
trade. | like most of the things that w e
trade for, but I do not like the
brandy and rum.: It makes some

These French people do ﬁ
not take too much land and

do not [righten the animals
away. DBut some ol my
people are worried.
They fear that our old
ways will be lost and
the land of our ances-
tors will be destroyed. 1do
not know what to think.

= “Across the River® 1s based on evidence from primary and
secondary sources, but is a fictional narrative. Artwork s reprinted, by
permission, from The Minnesola Historical Seciety. Kozlak, p. 20.
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My name is.Jean Baptist Girard. 1am a French trader and
| arrived at this post in the spring. It is now late
summer in the year 1720. From the shore, | see the
village of the Wea Indians who live in homes
called wigwams. These are oval frames
made of saplings, then covered by
4 mats. | am told they are made
from the stalks of cattails. 1
- |, i 22 ) can see the women drying
o, W - - . ' meat on a wooden rack. They never
azﬂ;gﬂ-hﬁfﬁ:mu = - — seem to stop working.
' i 4 v | see many wearing our French cloth for
?,hf clothing, but some still wear the skins of
animals. Yesterday, I watched a small group
iﬂ{? of men go by in their canoes. 1 think they
i were goilng hunting because some had
Y ' e i Jt, French guns and powder. Others
¥ w ; : still carried bows and arrows, They
have muscular bodies covered with
tattoos.

' LES ) My friend ‘Pierre,
‘; wh .:_F'I_ﬂ :'i'";._* also a trader, is mar-
et ried to one of the women

‘-n-!'.": from thevillage. She helps
keepa garden of corn, beans,
and pumpkins for us. Pierre
says it will not be long before the
Indians come (o our post Lo
trade beaver pelts for our
goods. He told me they make
a grand sight in their clothing
decorated with colorful feath-
ers, our French beads, and trade
silver [thin silver trinkets], which they
™ particularly like.
Our metal pots, too, are.in great demand
since their pottery breaks easily. They trade for
our melal axes, replacing their stone tools. Pierre
has some of thelr small arrowheads. They are

‘lﬁfjﬂ *"r beautifully made!

'il"

]

|

|
| == e I can now smell the roasting flesh of a
. : T e s deer. Itsmells delicious! I hope that I will
= I R B i aea be invited to eat with them before
: S piy M “:"' P the summer is over and they
. ﬁ i e i e leave the village for their fam-

-ﬂ.-. 1_h...l“!g." ily winter camps.




Divided Loyalties

By the early 1700s, the successiul French
trade system was being threatened by the Brit-
ish. Having set up their own trade system with
Native American tribes on the east coast, the
British now wanted to trade with the tribes in the
Great Lakes area. This did not please the
French. The tribes found themselves in a tug-of-
war between the French and the British, who
waged a price war, using cheaper trade goods as
incentives, each trying to obtain the tribes’ alle-
glance.

French traders were subject to strict trade
regulations imposed by the King of France, while
British traders were free to set their own prices
for goods. Consequently, the Miamis, and other
tribes in the area that is now Indiana, could get
cheaper goods in greater quantities from the
British.

By 1747, the Miami Indians were divided in
their loyalties between the French and British,
The Miamis still loyal to the French were led by
La Pied Froid. The Miamis who favored the
British were led by La Demoiselle.

In July 1748, three Miami warriors, be-
lieved to be from La Demoiselle’s band, along
with groups of Delaware, Shawnee, and Iroquois,
signed the Treaty of Lancaster so they * ‘might be
admitted into the Friendship and Alllance of the
King of Great Britain." "1

La Demoiselle, now totally committed to the
British, in 1749 moved his band east into what
is now Ohio and the present city of Piqua. He
named his village Pickawillany (see map, p. 2),
and it quickly became a thriving British trade
center. The British, seeing an opportunity, sent
traders from Pennsylvania and Virginia. They
were hoping to get other tribes to defect to them.

The year 1751 was a difficult one for the
French. They lost more of their Indian allies.
Attacks against the French occurred with great
frequency. There was also a terrible smallpox
epidemic, and La Pied Froid, the Miami leader so
loyal to the French, died. The French now feared
a major Indian uprising.

In a desperate move Lo regain control, the

French, with Chippewa and Ottawa Indians,
attacked Pickawillany in the spring of 1752. Six
people were killed, including La Demoiselle, who
was reportedly boiled and eaten, although no
localed source indicates by whom.

After this show of force, the Miamis re-
turned to the French dominated territory. The
British threat to French control of these western
lands had been stopped temporarily. In 1756,
however, Great Britain declared war on France.
It was the beginning of the end of the French
dominance in North America.

1guoted in Voegelin, p. 30.
Sources: Voegelin, pp. 29-38; Barmhart & Riker,
Chapters Il and IV,

Hidden Furs

To find the names of six fur trade animals,
write the letter groups Inslde the circle in
the correct spaces outside the circle.

Adapted from: Ranger Rick, July, 1985, p. 24.
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Primary Source

This letter was written in 1749 by Hugh Parker
who indicates he is with the Ohio Company, a
Virginia organization for trade in the Ohio coun-
try. It is written to Robert Smith, a trader in the
Miamis Counitry, another name for the Ohio-Indi-
ana area at that time. This passage from the letter
illustrates Greal Britain's attempts (0 lure the
Miami trade from the French. Courtesy: North-
west Collection, Indiano Historical Society Li-
brary. Negative #C5235.

Activities

+ Read the document reproduced below. Summa-
rize its contents, What is Mr. Parker saving to Mr.
Smith?

+ The article on page 8 is called "Divided Loyal-
ties.” Which country is Hugh Parker loyal to? How
do yvou know?

+ Can you delermine where Robert Smith's loyal-
ties lie?

* This letter was written in 1749. Was Virginia a
slate or a colony in 17497

& Copyright Indiana Historical Bureay 1992




Beaver furwas sovalued in Europe
during the Middle Ages [circa 1000 to
circa 1400 A.D.) that the animal had become
scarce. Anew source of the fur had been located
in North America to supply the growing Euro-
pean demand. The heavy beaver fur was used lor
fur coats but was most popular when used to
make men's hals.

Surprisingly, the hat made from beaver fur
was not furry. The hat was made from a material
called felt. Felt was not a woven material like
other cloth but was made by a process of rolling
and pressing the fibers which were moistened
and then heated. Animal fur has coarse, long
guard hair and soft underhair. “Tomake felt, the
guard hair is trimmed off and the soft underhair
is made into a smooth, tough material by being
matted under heat and pressure. It can be
molded into any desired shape. Beaver pelis
make the best felt, because the underhairs are
covered with tiny barbs; which make them mat,
or cling closely together, when pressed.”!

The hat not only protected your head [rom

Help the Beaver Reach
Her Young!

the rain and sun
also served as an
important status symbol. If you were
important or wanted people to think that you
were important, then you needed a beaver hat!
The beaver fur kept your head warm and dry.
The demand for beaver hats was great and a
trader who could supply beaver pelts to meet
this demand could become very rich.

|Burger, p. 26.
Source; Burger, pp. 26-27,
Artwork on Lhis page, including the eighteenth cen-
tury French beaver hat above, Is by Paula A. Bongen.

Activities

* Locate other types of beaver hats and clothing
worn before 1900, Write an advertisement for this
type of clothing,

= People still wear the fur of animals today. Some
people agree, while others disagree with this
practce. What s your opinion? Write an essay
expressing your leelings about this subject.

10
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An Apple for Everyone

Selected Sources

* Barnhart. John ., and Dor-
othy L. Riker. Indiona to 1816:
The Coloninl Perind. Indianapo-
lis: Indiana Historical Bureau
and Indiana Historical Society,
1871.

This book is a standard
source to use for Indiana his-
tory in this period. For second-
ary students and adult read-
ETS.
= Burger, Carl. Beaver Skins
and Mountain Men. New York:
E.F. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1968,

An excellent source for stu-
dents in intermediate grades,
includes chapters on the fur
trade in the Great Lakes region
and the WesL
* Cobblestone. Volume 3,
Number 6, June 1982.

This entire issue is entitled

*The North American Beaver
Trade™ and is very readable for
intermediate students.
* Gilman, Carolyn. WhereTwo
Worlds Meel: The Great Lakes
Fur Trade. St. Paul: Minnesota
Historical Society, 1982.

Wonderful photographs and

drawings are included in this
informative work suitable for
upper elementary, secondary,
and adult readers.
* Hicks, Ronald, ed. Native
American Cultures in Indiaro:
Proceedings of the First
Minnetrista Council for Great
Lakes Native American Stud-
fes. Muncie: Minnetrista Cul-
tural Center and Ball State
University, 1992.

A series of articles cover the
archaeology of early Indiana
residents to European contact.
This is an excellent and schol-
arly source recommended for
adult readers.

# Hehoe, Alice B. North Ameri-
can Indians. Englewood Clills,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1981.

Excellent adult source on

Mative American cultures,
» Rozlak, Chet. A Great Lakes
Fur Trade Coloring Book. St
Paul: Minnesota Historical So-
ciety, 1981.

Do not be misled by coloring

book in the title. This book
offers wonderful and accurate
drawings of the period with brief
text. It is available from the
Minnesota Historical Society
and other sources.,
# Ritrenthaler, Robert, and Pat
Ritzenthaler. The Woodland
Indians of the Western Great
Lakes. Milwaukee: Milwaukes
Public Museum, 1983.

An excellent source of infor-

mation on the Woodland cul-
ture for secondary and adult
readers,
» Tanner, Helen Hombeck, ed.
The Atlas of Great Lakes Indian
History. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1987,

A definitive work on the sub-
ject of Great Lakes Indians for
adult readers.
= Voegelin, Ermine Wheeler, et
al. “An Anthropological Report
on the History of the Miamis
+ « « . Bloomington: Indiana

University, 1957-58.

This report was presented
before the U.S. Indian Claims
Commission, prepared by the
Great Lakes-Ohio Valley Re-
search Project of Indiana Uni-
versity at the request of the U.
5. Department of Justice in
October 1957. This typescript
was published in 1974 under
the same title by Garland Pub-
lishing Co., New York.

Of Special Interest

* The Trail of Courage, Sep-
tember 19-20; 10 am. to 5
p.m. features pre-1840 living
history encampments. Fulton
County Historical Society.
Rochester. Call 219-233-4436.
» Eiteljorg Museum of Ameri-
can Indian and Western Art,
Indianapolis, has a large col-
lection including Woodland In-
dian artifacts. Call 317-636-
9378,

¢ Minnetrista Cultural Center,
Muncie, has Woodland Indian
artifacts. Call 317-282-4848,
» Feast of the Hunter’s Moon,
September 26-27, has early In-
diana living history re-enact-
ments at Fort Quiatenon, West
Lafayette. Call 317-743-3921.
* Miami County Museum, Peru
has artifacts from the French
trade period. Call 317-473-
9183.
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The Indiana Historical Bureau was created in
1815 tocelebrate the centennial of statehood. It is the
duty of the Historical Bureau to edit and publish
documentary and other material relating to the his-
tory of the state of Indiana, to promote the study of
Indiana history, and to work with others engaged in
such pursuits. The Historical Bureau provides books,
educational resources, and programs for students
and teachers, Several are listed below. The Bureau
also directs the Historical Marker Program and the
care of the Governors” Portraits Collection,

*BROADSIDES producessupplemental educational
materials based on primary sources for teaching
Indiana history. Student packets encourage active
participation and skills development with possible
integration in various grades and subjects. An
extensive teacher guide provides ready information
and teaching resources.

* Indiana Close Up is a high school local government
program afliliated with the national Close Up Foun-
dation. This participatory annual event encourages
study and discussion through the Jefferson Meeting
on the Indiana Constitution.

* Indiana History Day encourages students grades
4 - 12 to research and prepare papers, exhibits,
performances and media presentations o an annual
historical theme. An emphasis on original research
and interpretation allows students to experience the
excitement of discovering or developing skills and
interests that enrich their education and their lives.
It is part of the National History Day netwaork.

* REACH—Resources Educating in the Arts, Culiure,
and History—is a dynamic program that utilizes art
and objects lo stimulate dialogue and provide hands-
on experiences, exploring not only the arts but also
the culiure and history of Indiana. Its ars-in-
education basis encourages on-going planning for
invalving community resounces in the schoaol.

The Indiana Junior Historical Soclety is a network
ol history clubs for students in grades 4 - 12, Locally
sponsored clubs initiate and participate in activities
which encourage the study of Indiana history, often
outside the classroom, The Indiana Junior Historical
Socicty program s administered by the Indiana
Historical Society, 315 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46202; 317-232-1882,

The Indiana Junior Historian is published nine
times each school year by the Indiana Historical
Bureau, State of Indiana. It is disirdbuted to
members and sponsors of the affiliated clubs of
the Indiana Junior Historical Society of which
the Indiana Historical Bureau is a co-sponsor.

This publication is copyrighted, and no part of
it may be reproduced in any way for profit
without express permission of the. Indiana His-
torical Bureau. Reproduction of aclivilty pages
and other materials by teachers for in-class use
is permitied,

The publication is provided [ree to school
media centers and public libraries throughout
the state. Individual subscriptions are available
for $7.50 per year.

Single copies are available for 85¢ each plus
shipping and handling. Classroom sets (a mini-
mum of 20 copies of an issue] of back issues
beginning with the September 1991 issue are
available for 20¢ per copy plus shipping and
handling. Prices valid through December 31,
1992,
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