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Marker Text 

Mother of President Richard M. Nixon was born on a farm four and a half miles southeast to which her grandparents 
came in 1854. Hannah's parents moved to California in 1897 when she was twelve years old. 
 
Report 

Current IHB guidelines require primary source documentation to support all information on a marker.  This marker 
had no sources on file and was flagged for review.  Vital records do support most of the text of this marker.  According to 
the Family Data Collection database, a compilation of genealogical data gathered for use in scientific research, Hannah 
Milhous was born to Franklin and Almira Milhous on March 7, 1885 in Butlerville, Indiana.1  No primary sources were 
located to definitively support the assertion that the exact location of her birth was 4.5 miles southeast of the marker’s 
location. 

 
Hannah’s grandparents lived in Ohio at the time of the 1850 Census.  Joshua V. Milhous was a farmer and his son, 

Franklin, was 1 year old in 1850.2  By the 1860 Census, the family was resident in Bigger Township, Jennings County, IN.3  
It is plausible that the couple relocated to a Jennings County farm in the year designated on the marker, but primary 
sources to confirm the date were not located.  In 1900, Franklin and Almira Milhous were residents of Los Nietos, CA.  In 
that year, Hannah was 15 years old, and she would have been 12 in 1897.4  It is plausible that the Milhous family 
relocated in 1897, but primary sources were not found to definitively support this assertion.  Hannah Milhous was the 
mother of President Richard M. Nixon.5 
 

This marker topic does not meet current IHB guidelines for state or national significance.  The Indiana Historical 
Bureau no longer marks topics that are significant due to their association with famous figures or events, instead 
requiring that each marker topic have inherent significance of its own.  
 

At the time this marker was placed, the focus of the historical marker program followed mainstream historical 
narratives that generally overlooked women’s and minorities’ contributions to the history of the state.  Women played a 
vital role in shaping Indiana.  For more on the contributions of women, explore the resources below. 
 
Learn More 
To learn more about the Nixon family, visit The Nixon Presidential Library and Museum.   
 
Bunkers, Suzanne L. 2001. Diaries of girls and women: a midwestern American sampler. Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press. 
 
Jellison, Katherine. 1993. Entitled to power: farm women and technology, 1913-1963. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press. 
 
Johnson, Yvonne. 2009. Feminist frontiers and gendered negotiations: women who shaped the Midwest. Kirksville, MO: 
Truman State University Press. 
 
Lapp, Rachel J., and Anita K. Stalter. 2007. More than petticoats. Helena, MT: TwoDot. 
 
Murphy, Lucy Eldersveld, and Wendy Hamand Venet. 1997. Midwestern women: work, community, and leadership at the 
crossroads. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/richardnixon
http://www.nixonlibrary.gov/thelife/thenixonfamily.php
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1 Edmund West, comp., Family Data Collection – Births database.  Provo, UT:  Ancestry Operations, Inc., accessed 
AncestryLibrary.com.  
2 1850 United States Census (Schedule I),  Colerain, Belmont County, Ohio, Roll M432_661,  page 502B Line 41-42, page 503A, Line 1, 
October 24, 1850,  accessed AncestryLibrary.com. 
3 1860 United States Census (Schedule I),  Bigger Township, Jennings County, Indiana, Roll M653_271,  page 310, Line 20-26, July 17, 
1860,  accessed AncestryLibrary.com. 
4 1900 United States Census (Schedule I),  Los Nietos, Los Angeles County, California, Enumeration District 19-817, Roll T627_259,  
page 9B, Line 45-50, June 18, 1900,  accessed AncestryLibrary.com. 
5 1940 United States Census (Schedule I),  Whittier, Los Angeles County, California, Enumeration District 0110, Roll 91,  page 18A, 
Line 75-77, April 1940,  accessed AncestryLibrary.com. 

http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
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