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State of the Child



Our mission is to improve the lives of all Indiana children by strengthening and 
connecting the people, organizations, and communities that are focused on 
kids and youth.

Our vision is to be a catalyst for healthy youth development and for achieving 
statewide child success. We strive to create best practices models, provide 
critical resources, and advocate for policies that result in positive youth 
outcomes.

Who is IYI?



• Indiana is home to more than 1.56 million children younger than 18.
• In 2019, Hoosier youth 18 to 24 made up 9.8% of the population.

Percentage of Youth Ages 0 to 17 by Race/Ethnicity, 
Indiana: 2019 
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Racial and Income Segregation in Indiana Cities

Source: Indiana Business Research Center



SPOTLIGHT: Youth in the Justice System



Disproportionality in the Youth Justice System



Leveraging the Data: Family and 
Community

Locally: 

• Emphasize prevention, non-exclusionary intervention strategies 

• Adapt programs for at-risk youth for the detention facilities

• Facilitate re-enrollment process 

Statewide: 

• Increase data transparency regarding outcomes for justice-involved youth and 
Indiana’s Superfund sites 

• Align correctional educational programs with state standards and local graduation 
requirements to improve educational quality 

• Connect exiting juvenile offenders to educational supports, such as Second Chance 
Pell 

• Create housing-school policy initiatives and correlate housing policies with 
education policy 

Nationally: 

• End solitary confinement for youth





Wages and Income



Income Disaggregated by Race/Ethnicity



Disparities in Poverty Rates



Poverty by Youth Microsubgroups



COVID Impact



Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)



Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)



SPOTLIGHT: Indiana’s Wealth Gap

• Wealth is comprised of multiple factors beyond income, including 
community context and families’ assets, property, and savings. 

• Property

• Savings

• Retirement

• Income



Wealth Gaps in Indiana



Leveraging the Data: Economic Well
Being

Locally: 

• Provide financial incentives and opportunities for paid training and work 

• Connect newly homeless families and children to McKinney-Vento program proactively 

• Share other social services and supports with homeless families 

Statewide: 

• Expand how poverty and low-income are defined in the State’s funding policies 

• Create structural opportunities for asset building 

• Disaggregate job creation and wage growth at the community level 

• Examine cash assistance level and income eligibility guidelines for TANF 

• Increase use of SNAP 50/50 to help young adults with supportive services in education 
and training programs 

Nationally: 

• Expand EITC benefits to childless older youth 





Enrollment in Early Learning Education



Graduation and Dropout Rates



Disaggregated Graduation Rates



College Enrollment Rates



Career and Technical Education Enrollment



SPOTLIGHT: Students Proficient in Reading by 3rd Grade



Students Proficient in Math by 8th Grade



Leveraging the Data: Education

Locally: 

• Develop local initiatives and strategies to increase interventions in early childhood 
education 

• Address the disproportionality of race and ethnicity and special education in 
discipline practices 

Statewide: 

• Implement a PreK thru 3rd grade approach 

• Maintain current standards and assessments 

• Weigh 3rd grade reading and 8th grade math separately in school accountability 
model 

• Examine the Complexity Index 

• Reevaluate the General Diploma 

• Move to one accountability system 

• Decrease n-size to 10 students 

Nationally: 

• Support targeted dropout recovery programs for foster youth





SPOTLIGHT: Children’s Access to Immunizations and 
Preventive Care

Children who are not protected by 
vaccines may contract the following 
avoidable diseases: 
• Mumps; 
• Measles; 
• Whooping cough; 
• Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B; 
• Polio; 
• Influenza; and 
• Other preventable diseases



Providing Hoosier Children with Immunizations and 
Preventive Care



Leveraging the Data: Health

Locally: 

• Increase the diversity of voices communicating the positive benefits of 
vaccinations and preventive care

• Increase referrals and use of mobile health for mental health in areas with limited 
access 

Statewide: 

• Expand State Plan’s Performance Measures 

• Increase data for subgroups

• Remove the 90-day waiting period for youth switching from private insurance to 
CHIP in State regulations 

• Expand quality sexual health education for youth starting at ages 12 and 13 

Nationally: 

• Reconcile past discriminatory health practices with present day uncertainty 

• Collect quantified data regarding the impact of COVID on mental health and 
substance abuse



www.iyi.org
data@iyi.org

Thank you

http://www.iyi.org/

