
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Institute 2014 
July 14th – 16th 
Marriott East 

Indianapolis, IN



Keep Calm and Teach on! 
 
Once again it has been another year of truly momentous change in our field. Because of the new 

College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education and the new High School Equivalency 

Test, we have experienced major shifts in what it means to prepare the students we serve.  

 

Not only have you embraced these shifts, but in many instances you have exceeded our 

expectations. We have seen this in your hard work building local partnerships to offer our 

students rigorous instruction, technology‐rich learning experiences, occupational training, and 

access to well‐managed programs as well as meaningful supportive services and coaching. I 

commend you for this and thank you for the work you’ve done. 

 

Whatever your role may be in the world of Adult Education, the reality is that each of you is 

making a difference in the lives of so many students on a daily basis. Because of your work, 

Indiana is often looked at as a leader in adult education in the nation.  

 

And yet, there is still more to be done to help our students. Where we need to look next is at 

creating a stronger focus on transitions. Together as a field, we will need to think critically about 

what exactly it means to “transition” a student to post‐secondary education, occupational 

training, or a career.  

 

What changes can we can make to ensure resources are in place for students to move on to their 

next step in their lives? To help you in your work on student transitions, this year’s Summer 

Institute features a strong career pathways strand, and I encourage you to take advantage of one 

of these workshops.  

 

Many individuals throughout the state have devoted much time and energy to develop this event, 

and I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to those involved in the planning and executing of 

this conference. I have no doubt that the Summer Institute will offer many opportunities for you 

to learn something new and share your experiences.   

 

I hope the message of Keep Calm and Teach On! resonates with you, and that you know we are 

here to support you in the work that you do with students day‐in and day‐out. Have a great 

conference!  

 
Warmly, 
Marie Mackintosh 
Director of Adult Education 
Indiana Department of Workforce Development  
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Conference Schedule 

Monday, July 14th 

7:00 – 8:30 am: 
8:30 – 10:00 am: 
10:15 – 11:45 am: 
12:00 – 12:45 pm: 

1:15 – 2:45 pm: 
3:00 – 4:30 pm: 
5:30 – 8:00 pm: 

Registration
Reception/Networking 

3:30 – 5:30 pm: 
6:00 – 9:00 pm: 

Registration/Breakfast 
Session 1 
Session 2 
Lunch 
Session 3 
Session 4 
Reception/Networking 

7:00 – 8:00 am: 
8:00 – 9:30 am: 
9:45 – 11:15 am: 
11:30 – 1:00 pm: 

 

Registration/Breakfast 
Session 5 
Session 6 
Session 7 
 

Wednesday, July 16th

Tuesday, July 15th
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Conference Sponsors 
 
 
 

Gold Level Sponsors 
 
 

CTB/McGraw‐Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.ctb.com 

McGraw‐Hill 
Education/Contemporary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mheducation.com/ 

Silver Level Sponsors 
 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hmhco.com/country/us/indiana 

WIN Learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.winlearning.com/ 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
 

Kuder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kuder.com/ 

Cengage Learning 

Event Sponsor 
 

New Readers Press 
 

 
http://www.newreaderspress.com/ 
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Time Title Location 

7:00 – 8:30 am Registration & Breakfast Grand Ballroom 

8:30 – 10:00 am Session 1 Grand Ballroom 

Transition to breakouts 

10:15 – 11:45 am Session 2 Breakout Rooms 

Transition to lunch 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch Grand Ballroom 

Transition to breakouts 

1:15 – 2:45 pm Session 3 Breakout Rooms 

Transition to breakouts 

3:00 – 4:00 pm Session 4 Breakout Rooms 

5:30 – 8:00 pm Networking Reception Outdoor Patio * 

*Will be moved to inside if weather is inclement. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Tuesday, July 15th 
Schedule at a glance 
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Session 1  
Location: Grand Ballroom 
Time:  8:30 – 10:00 am 
 

HSE Town Hall – DWD & CTB McGraw-Hill Teams 
The recent HSE Testing changes have been numerous and challenging, but they’ve also been 
necessary in order to prepare our students to be college and career ready. We have been 
pleased and impressed by how quickly programs and staff are adapting to these changes.  
 
During this session DWD and CTB McGraw-Hill staff will facilitate discussion concerning the 
assessment, both what has been accomplished so far and where we are heading over the 
next two years. Get prepared to participate actively in the following activities: 
 

 HSE Test table quiz  

 Panel discussion  

 Audience Q & A 
 

   Click here to download questions from this session and the answers provided. 

Session Notes: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/331/2014_Summer_Institute_HSE_Townhall_FAQ.pdf?1406824284


 
 
 
 

Room Title Presenter(s) Strand 

Freedom A 
Hands-On Science & the Common 
Core 

LeslieAnn Humphreys SCI/SS 

Salons A & B 
Accelerating Hands-On Math in the 
Adult Education Classroom 

Sharon Hoffman MATH 

Salon C 
Tactile, Paper and Tech: The 
Complete Math Experience 

Michael Matos 
MATH 
TECH 

Salons D & E 
Changes in Indiana Criminal Code 
and Program Credit Time 

Randall Short GEN 

Salons 2 & 3 
Effective Practices in Vocabulary 
Instruction 

Kate Brandt ELA 

Salon 4 
Strengthening Employer Partnerships 
for Demand-Driven Skills Training 

Debbie Mills CP 

Salon 5 WorkIN Best Practices 
Trish Maxwell and 
Chris Cohee 

CP 

Salons 6 & 7 Evidence-Based Reading Instruction Maureen Keller ELA 

Veterans 4 
Building Student Persistence and 
Resilience 

Andy Nash GEN 

Veterans 5 
Job vs. Career: Building Career 
Awareness for Beginning ELLs   

Blaire Willson Toso, 
Ph.D 

ESL 
CP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 at a Glance 10:15 am – 11:45 am 
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Session 2 Notes 

Session Title:________________________________________________________________________ 

Presenter(s):________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, July 15th 
10:15 am – 11:45 am 

Effective Practices in Vocabulary Instruction       Room: Salons 2 & 3 

To read and comprehend complex nonfiction texts, students must continually expand their repertoires of academic 
words. Drawing on key findings from Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction, participants will explore a 
sequence of activities intended to help teachers effectively teach vocabulary.  

Kate Brandt is professional developer for the New York State Common Core/TASC Teacher Leadership Institute. She has 
worked in the adult literacy field for 30 years as a teacher, curriculum developer and professional development 
coordinator. She has been active in efforts to guide and adapt instruction as New York State transitions to the TASC. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Evidence-Based Reading Instruction        Room: Salons 6 & 7 

Discover how to incorporate evidence-based reading instructional strategies into your classroom using a variety of 
materials. These strategies will apply to all subject areas under the broad umbrella of reading comprehension, and all 
reading levels will be addressed. 

Maureen Keller is a training consultant for EDSI and McGraw-Hill, as well as an HSED instructor at the Hamilton Co. Jail 
and an adjunct professor at Ivy Tech Community College. Maureen brings over ten years of adult education experience 
plus a master’s degree in special education to her presentations.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Changes in Indiana Criminal Code and Program Credit Time    Room: Salons D & E 

Do you currently work in a jail setting and have questions about current time cut laws and how to process them?  In this 
workshop, participants will review time cut laws and processing procedures, will have opportunities to ask questions 
about DOC guidelines and laws, and will hear from other jail teachers about how they process their time cuts quickly and 
easily. 

Randall Short is a 1976 graduate of Indiana University in Criminal Justice. Throughout his career he has worked as a 
Juvenile Probation Officer in Marion County, a Correctional Counselor at Plainfield Correctional Facility, and a 
Classification Analyst at IDOC. He currently serves as the Supervisor of Offender Placement at IDOC. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Accelerating Hands-On Math in the Adult Education Classroom    Room: Salons A & B 

Have you ever wondered how to accelerate student learning while still using hands-on activities and manipulatives? This 
workshop will model activities that successfully expedited student learning, embrace hands-on strategies, and 
emphasize acquisition of academic vocabulary. Most of all, each activity demonstrates ways to make math FUN!   

Sharon Hoffman’s passion is making math easy, accessible and fun for students. Sharon holds a degree in Electrical 
Engineering and a teaching license from Marian University.  She pairs these credentials with 17 years of experience as a 
stay-at-home mom to inform her math instruction.  Sharon is currently a lead instructor at YouthBuild Indy.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 
 

Session 2 Descriptions 

10 

http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/285/Brandt.zip?1405098132
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Tuesday, July 15th 
10:15 am – 11:45 am 

Job vs. Career: Building Career Awareness for Beginning ELLs    Room: Veterans 5 

This workshop highlights career awareness and transferrable workplace skills that assist beginning-level ESL students in 
thinking about career pathways versus jobs. Participants will explore resources and promising practices for engaging 
students in career exploration.  Participants will take part in hands-on activities and plan for their own classroom. 

Blaire Willson Toso, Ph.D. is a teacher, researcher, author and professional developer at the Institute for the Study of 
Adult Literacy at Penn State. Blaire has lived and worked extensively outside of the U.S. and brings this perspective to 
her work centered on adult literacy, immigrant learners, career pathways, and family literacy. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 

 

Hands-On Science & the Common Core       Room: Freedom A  

In this workshop participants will conduct standards-based science experiments designed to improve student 
persistence and engagement. Each activity will include a discussion about depth of knowledge and where to locate 
resources for implementing science activities in the classroom. 

LeslieAnn Humphreys holds a Masters in Education with a specialization in Adult/Postsecondary Education. She has 
taught in adult education for more than 14 years and currently serves on the National OER STEM team and the WV state 
Common Core Standards team. She frequently presents trainings at both the state and national level.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Building Student Persistence and Resilience      Room: Veterans 4 

This session will highlight recent research findings on strategies to improve learner persistence in adult education 
contexts. Participants will look at practical classroom activities and use a program self-assessment tool to identify which 
strategies would make the most sense in their individual contexts. 

Andy Nash coordinates professional development projects at World Education. She has been a teacher and professional 
developer for almost thirty years, specializing in ESOL, learner persistence, civic participation, and standards-based 
instruction. She is the co-author of Making it Worth the Stay and the developer of the book’s companion website 
www.nelrc.org/persist. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Strengthening Employer Partnerships for Demand-Driven Skills Training   Room: Salon 4 

This session will focus on fostering partnerships between colleges, employers and community organizations to ensure 
that curricula align with the practical skills and competencies industries seek. Session topics will include profiles of adults 
needing second chances at education, designing new programs based the needs of local employers, stackable 
credentials, and work-based learning models. 

Debbie Mills is VP of Partnerships at the Center for Occupational Research and Development and Director of NCPN. Her 
extensive experience in adult education and workforce development informs her current work on transitions between 
secondary and postsecondary experiences and community engagement for the success of adult learners.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 

Session 2 Descriptions (continued) 
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http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/313/Toso_Willson.zip?1405295738
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http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/304/Nash.zip?1405295176
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Tuesday, July 15th 
10:15 am – 11:45 am 

WorkIN Best Practices         Room: Salon 5 

This session will highlight collaboration between WorkOne and Adult Education in Lafayette, IN. Strategies discussed will 
include maintaining communication, streamlining enrollment, focusing on academically prepared students, addressing 
barriers jointly, and understanding the unique roles of Adult Education and WorkOne. 

Trish Maxwell is director of the Lafayette Adult Resource Academy. She is a licensed social worker, teacher, and school 
administrator who has worked at all levels of education. Chris Cohee is the WorkOne Regional Systems Coordinator for 
eight counties in West Central Indiana. Previously Chris worked as operations manager for a community action program, 
regional manager for DCS, and director of the Vermillion County Office of Family Resources. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Tactile, Paper and Tech: The Complete Math Experience      Room: Salon C 

Well-planned, multi-sensory activities develop skills needed for TASC math and more. This workshop will show how use 
of hands-on realia, hardcopies and computer-based tools can combine to create a balanced learning experience that 
meaningfully utilizes technology. 

Michael Matos has 14 years Adult Education experience at Albany Park Community Center in Chicago, IL. Currently, he 
teaches a GED hybrid class, is director of Adult Education Programs and Data, and delivers ABE/GED tutor training 
workshops in math and writing.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 

Session 2 Descriptions (continued) 
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Room  Title  Presenter(s)  Strand

Freedom A 
Teaching and Learning Percents 
*double session 

Lynda Ginsburg  MATH 

Salons A & B 
Indiana Career Council and Works 
Councils and their Impact on Adult 
Education 

Nate Klink  CP 

Salon C 
Exploring TASC Topics with the TI‐30XS 
MultiView™ Calculator 

Sean Bird 
MATH 
TECH 

Salons D & E 
Connecting the Past to the Present: 
Exploring Our Nation’s Founding 
Document 

Mark Peiffer  SCI/SS 

Salons 2 & 3 
College‐ and Career‐Ready Writing 
*double session 

Peggy McGuire  ELA 

Salon 4 
Teach Less to Learn More: Accelerated 
Learning *double session 

Lou Russell  GEN 

Salon 5 
Text Complexity in Practice  
*double session 

Meesha Brown  ELA 

Salons 6 & 7 
Evidence‐Based Writing Instruction 
*double session 

Mary Ann Corley, 
Ph.D. 

ELA 

Veterans 4 
Building Student Persistence and 
Resilience 

Andy Nash  GEN 

Veterans 5 
Job vs. Career: Building Career 
Awareness for Beginning ELLs   

Blaire Willson Toso, 
Ph.D 

ESL 
CP 

Session 3 at a Glance  1:15 pm – 2:45 pm 

13



 
 
 
 
 

 
Session 3 Notes 
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Tuesday, July 15th 
1:15 pm – 2:45 pm 

Evidence‐Based Writing Instruction                Room: Salons 6 & 7 

Current shifts in standards as well as the revised GED and other high school completion tests require students to cite 
evidence when writing constructed responses. This session will explore strategies for helping learners move from novice 
to competent writers, respond to different text types, and master steps involved in writing constructed responses. 

Mary Ann Corley’s focus is translating research to practice and creating professional development materials for adult 
educators. She directs the OCTAE‐sponsored Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy (TEAL) project, designed to improve 
teaching in adult education, with a focus on evidence‐based writing instruction.  

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Text Complexity in Practice                  Room: Salon 5 

Readiness for college, career, and citizenship demands that all learners are able to read and comprehend increasingly 
complex texts across disciplines and contexts. In this session, participants will learn about the theory of text complexity 
and its most practical uses for instruction.  

Meesha Brown is a good fairy, career educator and advocate of quality education for all students. She has served 
schools and communities in Midland, Texas and New York City as a teacher, instructional leader, and community 
partner. She served as Director of Literacy for the NYC Department of Education, working with colleagues across teams 
to refine policy and improve support for schools and networks during the district’s shift to the Common Core.  

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Teach Less to Learn More: Accelerated Learning            Room: Salon 4 

If you’ve ever been tasked with training individuals in order to generate long‐term, ongoing learning, then this workshop 
will show you how to do just that. Using accelerated and adult learning theory, Lou will guide you through the newest 
techniques in both the creation of training material and the delivery of classes. 

Lou Russell is the CEO/Queen of RMA, an executive consultant, speaker and author whose passion is to grow companies 
by growing their people. Lou draws on 30 years of experience helping organizations achieve their full potential.  

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Teaching and Learning Percents: Bringing in Meaning and Sense‐making     Room: Freedom A 

Much of the numerical information adults encounter is in the form of percentages. Adults bring some experience with 
percents to class, but instruction often ignores this, focusing only on “sense‐less” procedures. Through hands‐on 
activities, participants will explore instructional strategies to develop problem‐solving and mental math skills. 

Lynda Ginsburg holds a Ph.D. in mathematics education and has taught mathematics to ABE/GED, high school and 
community college students. She is the Senior Research Associate and Associate Director at the Center for Math, Science 
and Computer Education at Rutgers University where she conducts research on numeracy acquisition for adult learners 
and develops and provides professional development workshops on math instruction.  

       Click here to download workshop materials 

Session 3 Descriptions
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Tuesday, July 15th 
1:15 pm – 2:45 pm 

College‐ and Career‐Ready Writing                Room: Salons 2 & 3 

Can your transition‐level adult education students demonstrate the writing knowledge, skills and strategies they need to 
pursue their postsecondary education and career goals? In this workshop, participants will engage in activities and 
explore approaches that support students in becoming writing‐ready and able to achieve their goals.  

Peggy McGuire has a Masters in English with a Concentration in the Teaching of Writing.  For 15 years, she worked as an 
Adult Education/Literacy teacher and Program Director. Currently, she works as an Independent Consultant and Training 
Specialist, planning and delivering training for Adult Education teachers and programs implementing content standards. 
She is also a LINCS National Trainer and lead author on numerous writing instruction resources. 

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

 

Job vs. Career: Building Career Awareness for Beginning ELLs        Room: Veterans 5 

This workshop highlights career awareness and transferrable workplace skills that assist beginning‐level ESL students in 
thinking about career pathways versus jobs. Participants will explore resources and promising practices for engaging 
students in career exploration.  Participants will take part in hands‐on activities and plan for their own classroom. 

Blaire Willson Toso, Ph.D. is a teacher, researcher, author and professional developer at the Institute for the Study of 
Adult Literacy at Penn State. Blaire has lived and worked extensively outside of the U.S. and brings this perspective to 
her work centered on adult literacy, immigrant learners, career pathways, and family literacy. 

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Building Student Persistence and Resilience            Room: Veterans 4 

This session will highlight recent research findings on strategies to improve learner persistence in adult education 
contexts. Participants will look at practical classroom activities and use a program self‐assessment tool to identify which 
strategies would make the most sense in their individual contexts. 

Andy Nash coordinates professional development projects at World Education. She has been a teacher and professional 
developer for almost thirty years, specializing in ESOL, learner persistence, civic participation, and standards‐based 
instruction. She is the co‐author of Making it Worth the Stay and the developer of the book’s companion website 
www.nelrc.org/persist. 

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

 

 

 

 

Session 3 Descriptions
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Tuesday, July 15th 
1:15 pm – 2:45 pm 

Connecting the Past to the Present: Exploring Our Nation’s Founding Documents   Room: Salons D & E 

This workshop will model strategies and best practices for in‐depth analysis of the founding documents of the United 
States of America. This workshop will provide you with exciting and fresh lesson plan ideas to engage your students in 
complex texts, high level academic vocabulary, and critical social studies concepts.   

Mark Peiffer teaches high school History, specializing in creating engaging and dynamic lesson plans to explore key 
concepts in US History.  Mark has been a part of programs such as Classroom Instruction that Works. He’s currently 
leading efforts to revise ELA Writing Rubrics for his school’s Social Studies Department; creating consistency across 
grade levels and content areas, ensuring key ELA standards are appropriately addressed.   

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Indiana Career Council & Works Councils and their Impact on Adult Education    Room: Salons A & B 

This session will highlight details of the Indiana Career Council’s strategic plan to “act with urgency to direct coordinated 
efforts among the responsible state agencies and partners to improve the education and training of Indiana’s current 
and emerging workforce.” Participants will discuss how efforts can be coordinated with adult education.  

Nate Klinck is the Director of the Indiana Career Council, a 19‐member board of executive‐level leaders in Indiana’s 
education, job skills training, and career development system, chaired by Governor Mike Pence.  He has specialized in 
the field of job skills and workforce development for the past ten years, most recently serving as the Director of 
Workforce Policy for the Indiana Department of Workforce Development. 

       Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Exploring TASC Topics with the TI‐30XS MultiView™ Calculator        Room: Salon C 

In this session, participants will get hands‐on experience with the computer version of the TI‐30XC MultiView calculator 
used on the TASC. Basic features of the TI‐30XS MultiView calculator will be explained, with an emphasis on 
foundational concepts in the standards that are measured by the TASC.  

Sean Bird has 18 years of experience teaching mathematics and science using a variety of handheld and presentation 
technology. He is a T³ National Instructor (Teachers Teaching with Technology), an NMSI (National Math & Science 
Initiative) National Trainer, and a SMART Exemplary Educator. He has authored activities for Pearson, NASA, TI‐Math and 
Science & Math Nspired, and is a frequent presenter at math and science conferences, including NCTM and NSTA.  
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Room  Title  Presenter(s)  Strand

Freedom A 
Teaching and Learning Percents  
* continued from session 3 

Lynda Ginsburg  MATH 

Salons A & B 
ACCUPLACER and My Foundations 
Lab: Best Practices 

Kathie Montognese 
& Eric Stano 

TECH 

Salon C 
Exploring TASC Topics with the TI‐30XS 
MultiView™ Calculator 

Sean Bird 
MATH 
TECH 

Salons D & E 
Jobs for America’s Graduates: A Model 
for Success 

Brianna Morse  CP 

Salons 2 & 3 
College‐ and Career‐Ready Writing 
* continued from session 3 

Peggy McGuire  ELA 

Salon 4 
Teach Less to Learn More: Accelerated 
Learning * continued from session 3 

Lou Russell  GEN 

Salon 5 
Text Complexity in Practice  
* continued from session 3 

Meesha Brown  ELA 

Salons 6 & 7 
Evidence‐Based Writing Instruction 
*continued from session 3 

Mary Ann Corley, 
Ph.D. 

ELA 

Veterans 4 
Keep Calm and Teach On: Strategies 
on How to Make it Happen 

Connie Shank  TECH 

Veterans 5 
Building Student Self‐Efficacy for 
Program Success 

Lara Pastore  CP 

Session 4 at a Glance  3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
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Tuesday, July 15th 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Evidence-Based Writing Instruction        Room: Salons 6 & 7 

Current shifts in standards as well as the revised GED and other high school completion tests require students to cite 
evidence when writing constructed responses. This session will explore strategies for helping learners move from novice 
to competent writers, respond to different text types, and master steps involved in writing constructed responses. 

Mary Ann Corley’s focus is translating research to practice and creating professional development materials for adult 
educators. She directs the OCTAE-sponsored Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy (TEAL) project, designed to improve 
teaching in adult education, with a focus on evidence-based writing instruction.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Text Complexity in Practice         Room: Salon 5 

Readiness for college, career, and citizenship demands that all learners are able to read and comprehend increasingly 
complex texts across disciplines and contexts. In this session, participants will learn about the theory of text complexity 
and it’s most practical uses for instruction.  

Meesha Brown is a good fairy, career educator and advocate of quality education for all students. She has served 
schools and communities in Midland, Texas and New York City as a teacher, instructional leader, and community 
partner. She served as Director of Literacy for the NYC Department of Education, working with colleagues across teams 
to refine policy and improve support for schools and networks during the district’s shift to the Common-Core.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Teach Less to Learn More: Accelerated Learning      Room: Salon 4 

If you’ve ever been tasked with training individuals with the goal of generating long-term, ongoing learning, then this 
workshop will show you how to do just that. Using accelerated and adult learning theory, Lou will guide you through the 
newest techniques in both the creation of training material and the delivery of classes. 

Lou Russell is the CEO/Queen of RMA, an executive consultant, speaker and author whose passion is to grow companies 
by growing their people. Lou draws on 30 years of experience helping organizations achieve their full potential.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Teaching and Learning Percents: Bringing in Meaning and Sense-making   Room: Freedom A 

Much of the numerical information adults encounter is in the form of percentages. Adults come to class with some 
experience of percent, but instruction often ignores this, focusing only on sense-less procedures.  Through hands-on 
activities, participants will explore instructional strategies to develop problem-solving and mental math skills. 

Lynda Ginsburg holds a Ph.D. in mathematics education and has taught mathematics to ABE/GED, high school and 
community college students. She is the Senior Research Associate and Associate Director at the Center for Math, Science 
and Computer Education at Rutgers University where she conducts research on numeracy acquisition for adult learners 
and develops and provides professional development workshops on math instruction.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Tuesday, July 15th 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

College and Career-Ready Writing        Room: Salons 2 & 3 

Can your transition-level adult education students demonstrate the writing knowledge, skills and strategies they need to 
pursue their postsecondary education and career goals? In this workshop, participants will engage in activities and 
explore approaches that support students in becoming writing-ready and able to achieve their goals. 

Peggy McGuire has a Masters in English with a Concentration in the Teaching of Writing.  For 15 years, she worked as an 
Adult Education/Literacy teacher and Program Director. Currently, she works as an Independent Consultant and Training 
Specialist, planning and delivering training for Adult Education teachers and programs implementing content standards. 
She is also a LINCS National Trainer and lead author on numerous writing instruction resources. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

ACCUPLACER & MyFoundationsLab: Best Practices      Room: Salons A & B 

This session provides an overview of the ACCUPLACER diagnostic test and how it has been specifically customized for use 
in Indiana. The session includes a hands-on activity using ACCUPLACER/MyFoundationsLab, a product that combines the 
College Board’s assessment program and Pearson’s proven online intervention. Bring your laptops! 

Kathie Montognese is a Senior Assessment Manager for The College Board CLEP and ACCUPLACER programs. She has 
over twenty-eight years of educational assessment experience, with emphasis on research and direct service to 
students. Eric Stano has been a member of Pearson’s editorial team for 18 years, most recently as the editor-in-chief for 
their developmental reading and writing programs.  In that capacity, he oversees much of the content development of 
MyFoundationsLab, including its various adult basic education iterations. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Keep Calm and Teach On: Strategies on How to Make it Happen    Room: Salons 6 & 7 

Improve your efficiencies and career program effectiveness by using the Indiana Career Explorer (ICE), a free career 
guidance tool available to postsecondary students and adults. This session will reveal how the ICE supports the varied 
needs of its users, can be implemented into any program, and is enhanced using personalized guidance. 

Connie Shank joined Kuder, Inc. in 2005 with over 35 years of experience in education. She began her career as a 
teacher and ultimately earned her master’s degree in child and youth development, guidance counseling, and 
supervision. Connie currently serves as trainer for the Indiana Career Explorer (ICE).  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Tuesday, July 15th 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Jobs for America’s Graduates: A Model for Success      Room: Veterans 4  

Learn about the JAG Out-of-School model, its core competencies and program elements, and ways that the adult 
education system and the workforce development youth programs can collaborate for improved student success.  
Attendees should be prepared to discuss existing partnerships and to brainstorm additional opportunities.   

Brianna Morse attended Purdue University and earned a BA in Communications and is currently working on her 
Master’s in Strategic Leadership and Organizational Design at the University of Indianapolis.  She serves as the Youth 
Program Manager at DWD. Her previous experience includes working with the 21st Century Scholars Program, with the 
Commission for Higher Education and in workforce development at the regional level. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Building Student Self-Efficacy for Program Success      Room: Veterans 5 

Learn relationship-building skills that promote self-efficacy in students. Specific strategies covered will include 
constructive feedback, self-attribution statements, mastery of skills, and vicarious learning experiences.  This workshop 
will also feature conversations with students who have successfully completed the WorkINdiana program. 

Lara Pastore has been the Assistant Supervisor of Washington Township Community and Continuing Education program 
for the past three years.  While earning her Master’s in School Counseling, she became interested in developing self-
efficacy through the social learning theory model and how it specifically related to adult students. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Exploring TASC Topics with the TI-30XS MultiView™ Calculator    Room: Salon C 

In this session, participants will get hands-on experience with the computer version of the TI-30XC MultiView calculator 
used on the TASC. Basic features of the TI-30XS MultiView calculator will be explained, with an emphasis on 
foundational concepts in the standards that are measured by the TASC.  

Sean Bird has 18 years of experience teaching mathematics and science using a variety of handheld and presentation 
technology. He is a T³ National Instructor (Teachers Teaching with Technology), an NMSI (National Math & Science 
Initiative) National Trainer, and a SMART Exemplary Educator. He has authored activities for Pearson, NASA, TI-Math and 
Science & Math Nspired, and is a frequent presenter at math and science conferences, including NCTM and NSTA.  
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Area Dining Options 
 

Olive Garden Italian Restaurant  3 miles     8155 E Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 

Outback Steakhouse  3.2 miles    2315 Post Dr, Indianapolis, IN  

Cracker Barrel Old Country Store   3.2 miles    2340 Post Dr, Indianapolis, IN  

Red Lobster  0.5 miles    1752 E Shadeland Ave, Indianapolis, IN 

Bob Evans  0.5 miles    2305 Shadeland Ave, Indianapolis, IN  

Applebee's  1.7 miles    7345 E Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 

Texas Roadhouse  0.8 miles 1405 Shadeland Ave, Indianapolis, IN 

Penn Station East Coast Subs   1.2 miles 1004 Shadeland Ave, Indianapolis, IN 

Starbucks  0.3 miles 2045 E Shadeland Ave, Indianapolis, IN 
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Time  Title  Location 

7:00 – 8:00 am  Registration & Breakfast  Grand Ballroom 

8:00 – 9:30 am  Session 5  Breakout Rooms 

Transition to breakouts 

9:45 – 11:15 am  Session 6  Breakout Rooms 

Transition to breakouts 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm  Session 7  Grand Ballroom 

Boxed lunches can be picked up in the Grand Ballroom. 

 
 
 
   
   
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, July 16th 
Schedule at a glance
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Room  Title  Presenter(s)  Strand

Freedom A 
Differentiated Math 
*double session 

LeslieAnn 
Humphreys 

MATH 

Salons A & B 
New Teacher Training  
*double session 

Sara Gutting  GEN 

Salon C  How Long Will It Take?  Kevin Hunter  TECH 

Salons D & E 
Making Your Instruction SMARTER: 
Serving Lower‐Level Learners  
*double session 

Jeff Fantine  GEN 

Salons 2 & 3 
Career Coaching Today for 
Tomorrow’s Success 

Shana McCarron  CP 

Salon 4 
Manipulating Math  
*double session 

Juli DeNisco  ESL 

Salon 5 
Text Complexity in Practice  
*double session 

Meesha Brown  ELA 

Salons 6 & 7  WorkIN Best Practices 
Trish Maxwell and 
Chris Cohee 

CP 

Veterans 4 
Students Know How to Argue: 
Argument‐Based Writing  
*double session 

Steven Schmidt  ELA 

Veterans 5 
What Works: Brain‐Based Strategies 
for Teaching and Learning  
*double session 

Heide Wrigley  ESL 

 

Session 5 at a Glance  8:00 am – 9:30 am 

25



 
 
 
 
 

 
Session 5 Notes 

Session Title:________________________________________________________________________ 

Presenter(s):________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26



 

Wednesday, July 16th 
8:00 am – 9:30 am 

Students Know How to Argue: Easing in to Argument-Based Writing   Room: Veterans 4 

Are you confused about argument-based writing?  Are you interested in finding out how to score extended writing on 
the new TASC assessment?  Are you looking for free student-friendly materials that you can immediately use in your 
classroom?  If so, this interactive session is just “write” for you! 

Steven Schmidt is a professional developer and assistant director of the Adult Basic Skills Professional Development 
Project at Appalachian State University (ASU) in Boone, NC. He has worked in adult education for over 20 years and 
holds an MA Ed degree from Wake Forest University and recently completed his Ed S Degree in adult and developmental 
education from ASU.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Text Complexity in Practice         Room: Salon 5 

Readiness for college, career, and citizenship demands that all learners are able to read and comprehend increasingly 
complex texts across disciplines and contexts. In this session, participants will learn about the theory of text complexity 
and it’s most practical uses for instruction.  

Meesha Brown is a good fairy, career educator and advocate of quality education for all students. She has served 
schools and communities in Midland, Texas and New York City as a teacher, instructional leader, and community 
partner. She served as Director of Literacy for the NYC Department of Education, working with colleagues across teams 
to refine policy and improve support for schools and networks during the district’s shift to the Common-Core.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

What Works:  Brain-Based Strategies for Teaching and Learning    Room: Veterans 5 

This session will cover how to take advantage of the way the brain learns to motivate students and accelerate learning. 
Teachers will see strategies demonstrated and will explore ways of adapting new techniques to their own classes. Multi-
media will be used to illustrate key concepts and share ideas on how to engage students and help them persist.  

Heide Spruck Wrigley is a nationally recognized expert in adult literacy and second language acquisition based out of 
Mesilla, New Mexico. She’s currently conducting professional development in Indiana and Texas, creating on-line 
modules for ESL teachers, and advising on a blended model for game-based learning funded by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
8:00 am – 9:30 am 

Manipulating Math          Room: Salon 4 

This session will explore how to teach math topics through hands-on activities. Participants will also learn how to create 
and organize Manipulating Math Toolkits so that resources are ready for quick and easy classroom use in either 
individual or group instruction. 

Juli DeNisco is the Crowder College Adult Education and Literacy Director in Neosho, MO where she oversees AEL, ESL, 
EL Civics and College Transition classes at 14 class sites in four counties. She serves on the Student Affairs Leadership 
Team, College Readiness Research Group, and the board of Missouri Association for Adult, Continuing and Community 
Education. Prior to her current role, she taught for 13 years in Adult Education and Literacy.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Differentiated Math          Room: Freedom A 
This hands-on workshop will explore ideas for differentiated instruction from the four main mathematical areas covered 
on 2014 HSE tests. Emphasis will be placed on fluency, automaticity, and persistence. Participants will receive materials 
to use in their own classrooms as part of this workshop. 

LeslieAnn Humphreys holds a Masters in Education with a specialization in Adult/Postsecondary Education. She has 
taught in adult education for more than 14 years and currently serves on the National OER STEM team and the WV state 
Common Core Standards team. She frequently presents trainings at both the state and national level.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Making Your Instruction SMARTER: Serving Lower-Level Learners    Room: Salons D & E  

This session will explore how learning strengths, metacognitive skills, real world contexts, and online resources can be 
used effectively to serve lower-level adults. Participants will learn how to ensure their goal setting, lesson planning, 
support services and instruction are meaningful and effective for these students.   

Jeff Fantine has been in the field of adult education and literacy for over 25 years.  He currently works as an 
independent consultant providing technical assistance to states and local programs focusing on implementing career 
pathways strategies, serves as the Vice President of COABE, and develops and delivers training to improve educational 
services for adult students with learning disabilities and other special learning needs. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

New Teacher Training         Room: Salons A & B 

This hands-on workshop will help introduce participants to the foundations of adult education by digging into the DWD 
Adult Education Handbook and learning new instructional techniques that can be implemented immediately into your 
classroom.  

Sara Gutting currently teaches at the Hamilton County Jail and has been in adult education for over 20 years. As part of 
the professional development team under the Department of Education, Sara helped create and implement new teacher 
training.  She believes that the success of each student depends on the training and foundational knowledge of teachers. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
8:00 am – 9:30 am 

Career Coaching Today for Tomorrow’s Success       Room: Salons 2 & 3 

As demands from employers increase and job markets narrow, career coaches must employ techniques that reconcile 
jobseekers’ interests, skills and abilities with viable career pathways and labor market data. This session will highlight 
academic and career counseling techniques to critically examine customer professional goals and steps to achieve them.  

Shana McCarron has more than 13 years of experience with EDSI, acting as both a Case Manager and a Program 
Manager at the EARN center in Philadelphia. Shana holds a BS in Psychology and Gender Studies from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She assisted in writing curriculum for IDWD’s Academic and Career Counseling initiative, and has been 
working with adult education administrators to develop and facilitate Indiana’s Administrator 500 Leadership Series. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

WorkIN Best Practices         Room: Salons 6 & 7 

This session will highlight collaboration between WorkOne and Adult Education in Lafayette, IN. Strategies discussed will 
include: maintaining communication, streamlining enrollment, focusing on academically prepared students, addressing 
barriers jointly, and understanding the unique roles of Adult Education and WorkOne. 

Trish Maxwell is director of the Lafayette Adult Resource Academy. She is a licensed social worker, teacher, and school 
administrator who has worked at all levels of education K-adult. Chris Cohee is the WorkOne Regional Systems 
Coordinator for eight counties in West Central Indiana. Previously Chris worked as operations manager for a community 
action program, regional manager for DCS, and director of the Vermillion County Office of Family Resources. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

How Long Will It Take         Room: Salons C  

The clock is ticking from the moment an adult learner walks in your door. Their time with you is brief, they have big 
goals, and you want to help them reach those goals - fast. This session will offer participants a tool to promote and 
develop learner intensity and consistency, two key components for retention and successfully achieving goals. 

Kevin Hunter has over 30 years of experience in education as a teacher, counselor, and administrator.  Kevin is a proud 
graduate and facilitator of the Indiana Principals' Leadership Academy, a model for professional development focused 
on four proficiencies: leadership, communication, culture, and teaching and learning. Kevin has also served as a 
consultant for middle and high school reading programs and is currently a consultant for aha! Process Inc. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Room  Title  Presenter(s)  Strand

Freedom A 
Differentiated Math  
*continued from session 4 

LeslieAnn 
Humphreys 

MATH 

Salons A & B 
New Teacher Training  
*continued from session 4 

Sara Gutting  GEN 

Salon C 
Using Technology to Connect AE in 
Indiana 

Kevin Hunter  TECH 

Salons D & E 
Making Your Instruction SMARTER: 
Serving Lower‐Level Learners 
*continued from session 4 

Jeff Fantine  GEN 

Salons 2 & 3  Integrating Career Awareness 
Stephanie Sommers 
& Heather 
Turngren 

CP 
ESL 

Salon 4 
Manipulating Math  
*continued from session 4 

Juli DeNisco  MATH 

Salon 5 
Text Complexity in Practice  
*continued from session 4 

Meesha Brown  ELA 

Salons 6 & 7  Hoosiers by the Numbers 
Tim Zimmer &  
Carol Rogers 

CP 

Veterans 4 
Students Know How to Argue: 
Argument‐Based Writing  
*continued from session 4 

Steven Schmidt  ELA 

Veterans 5 
What Works: Brain‐Based Strategies for 
Teaching and Learning  
*continued from session 4 

Heide Wrigley  ESL 

Session 6 at a Glance  9:45 am – 11:15 am 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
9:45 am – 11:15 am 

Students Know How to Argue: Easing in to Argument-Based Writing   Room: Veterans 4 

Are you confused about argument-based writing?  Are you interested in finding out how to score extended writing on 
the new TASC assessment?  Are you looking for free student-friendly materials that you can immediately use in your 
classroom?  If so, this interactive session is just “write” for you! 

Steven Schmidt is a professional developer and assistant director of the Adult Basic Skills Professional Development 
Project at Appalachian State University (ASU) in Boone, NC. He has worked in adult education for over 20 years and 
holds an MA Ed degree from Wake Forest University and recently completed his Ed S Degree in adult and developmental 
education from ASU.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Text Complexity in Practice         Room: Salon 5 

Readiness for college, career, and citizenship demands that all learners are able to read and comprehend increasingly 
complex texts across disciplines and contexts. In this session, participants will learn about the theory of text complexity 
and it’s most practical uses for instruction.  

Meesha Brown is a good fairy, career educator and advocate of quality education for all students. She has served 
schools and communities in Midland, Texas and New York City as a teacher, instructional leader, and community 
partner. She served as Director of Literacy for the NYC Department of Education, working with colleagues across teams 
to refine policy and improve support for schools and networks during the district’s shift to the Common-Core.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

What Works:  Brain-Based Strategies for Teaching and Learning    Room: Veterans 5 

This session will cover how to take advantage of the way the brain learns to motivate students and accelerate learning. 
Teachers will see strategies demonstrated and will explore ways of adapting new techniques to their own classes. Multi-
media will be used to illustrate key concepts and share ideas on how to engage students and help them persist.  

Heide Spruck Wrigley is a nationally recognized expert in adult literacy and second language acquisition based out of 
Mesilla, New Mexico. She’s currently conducting professional development in Indiana and Texas, creating on-line 
modules for ESL teachers, and advising on a blended model for game-based learning funded by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 6 Descriptions 

32 

http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/309/Schmidt-Argue.zip?1405295533
http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/286/Brown.zip?1405294194
http://amplifyae.org/files/upload/filename/314/Wrigley.zip?1405295772


 

Wednesday, July 16th 
9:45 am – 11:15 am 

Manipulating Math          Room: Salon 4 

This session will explore how to teach math topics through hands-on activities. Participants will also learn how to create 
and organize Manipulating Math Toolkits so that resources are ready for quick and easy classroom use in either 
individual or group instruction. 

Juli DeNisco is the Crowder College Adult Education and Literacy Director in Neosho, MO where she oversees AEL, ESL, 
EL Civics and College Transition classes at fourteen class sites in four counties. She serves on the Student Affairs 
Leadership Team, College Readiness Research Group, and the board of Missouri Association for Adult, Continuing and 
Community Education. Prior to her current role, she taught for 13 years in Adult Education and Literacy.  

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Differentiated Math          Room: Freedom A 

This hands-on workshop will explore ideas for differentiated instruction from the four main mathematical areas covered 
on 2014 HSE tests. Emphasis will be placed on fluency, automaticity, and persistence. Participants will receive materials 
to use in their own classrooms as part of this workshop. 

LeslieAnn Humphreys holds a Masters in Education with a specialization in Adult/Postsecondary Education. She has 
taught in adult education for more than 14 years and currently serves on the National OER STEM team and the WV state 
Common Core Standards team. She frequently presents trainings at both the state and national level.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 

 

Making Your Instruction SMARTER: Serving Lower-Level Learners    Room: Salons D & E 
This session will explore how learning strengths, metacognitive skills, real world contexts, and online resources can be 
used effectively to serve lower-level adults. Participants will learn how to ensure their goal setting, lesson planning, 
support services and instruction are meaningful and effective for these students.   

Jeff Fantine has been in the field of adult education and literacy for over 25 years.  He currently works as an 
independent consultant providing technical assistance to states and local programs focusing on implementing career 
pathways strategies, serves as the Vice President of COABE, and develops and delivers training to improve educational 
services for adult students with learning disabilities and other special learning needs. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

New Teacher Training         Room: Salons A & B 
This hands-on workshop will help introduce participants to the foundations of adult education by digging into the DWD 
Adult Education Handbook and learning new instructional techniques that can be implemented immediately into your 
classroom.  

Sara Gutting currently teaches at the Hamilton County Jail and has been in adult education for over 20 years. As part of 
the professional development team under the Department of Education, Sara helped create and implement new teacher 
training.  She believes that the success of each student depends on the training and foundational knowledge of teachers. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
9:45 am – 11:15 am 

Hoosiers by the Numbers         Room: Salons 6 & 7 
Data, data, everywhere! But where can you find it? Which are the most credible and authoritative sources? What are 
the best ways of presenting workforce data to your community?  Come to find answers to these questions and more. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their own labor market information questions to the workshop.   

Dr. Tim Zimmer is an economist supporting the labor market information needs of Workforce Boards and WorkOne 
offices throughout the state. Carol Rogers is a leading authority on the availability, access and use of data for and about 
Indiana. Workforce issues are a primary focus of her research center in partnership with DWD.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Integrating Career Awareness Across Many Classrooms and Contexts   Room: Salons 2 & 3 
Career Awareness is an important transition trend, but it can be difficult to find appropriate materials for all ABE levels. 
Session presenters will discuss their experiences with the National Career Awareness Project and share lesson ideas and 
materials that will assist teachers in planning for integration of career awareness skills.  

Stephanie Sommers has been working in ABE for more than 15 years. She has a Master’s Degree in Education from the 
University of MN. She teaches for Minneapolis Adult Education. Heather Turngren is a teacher and Curriculum 
Coordinator with Minneapolis Adult Education. She earned ABE licensure and M.Ed in Adult Education from the 
University of Minnesota.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Using Technology to Connect AE in Indiana       Room: Salon C 
This year IAACE launched a new website and a systematic plan to incorporate the use of online tools as a way to connect 
educators, students, and all other advocates for adult education throughout the state of Indiana.  Participants will have 
the opportunity to more fully engage in this community through hands-on activities. It’s easy to stay isolated on our 
individual islands, but great things happen in adult education when we connect! 

Kevin Hunter has over 30 years of experience in education as a teacher, counselor, and administrator.  Kevin is a proud 
graduate and facilitator of the Indiana Principals' Leadership Academy, a model for professional development focused 
on four proficiencies: leadership, communication, culture, and teaching and learning. Kevin has also served as a 
consultant for middle and high school reading programs and is currently a consultant for aha! Process Inc. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Room  Title  Presenter(s)  Strand

Freedom A 
Hands‐On Science & the Common 
Core 

LeslieAnn 
Humphreys 

SCI/SS 

Salons A & B 
Reading and Writing: As Easy as 1‐2‐3, 
ABC, and P.I. E. 

Julia Gibbons  ELA 

Salon C 
Tactile, Paper and Tech: The Complete 
Math Experience 

Michael Matos 
MATH 
TECH 

Salons D & E 
Connecting the Past to the Present: 
Exploring Our Nation’s Founding 
Document 

Mark Peiffer  SCI/SS 

Salons 2 & 3 
Administrator 500 Improvement 
Initiative Presentations 

Shana McCarron  GEN 

Salon 4 
Teaching Numeracy Concepts Through 
Social Studies and Humanities 
Curriculum 

Anita Phillips 
SCI/SS 
MATH 

Salon 5 
If You've Met One Person With 
Autism, You've Met One Person With 
Autism 

Christy & Tori 
Kissner 

GEN 

Salons 6 & 7 
Training Today’s Manufacturing and 
Logistics Workforce   

Dr. Jeff Pittman, 
Claudia Cummings, 
& Elizabeth Lerch 

CP 

Veterans 4 
Improving Student Retention and 
Motivation with Brain Based Learning 

Steven Schmidt  GEN 

Veterans 5 
What are Other Students Doing While 
I Teach Small Groups? 

Timmie Westfall and 
Bonnie Cardwell 

ESL 

Session 7 at a Glance  11:30 am –1:00 pm 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Connecting the Past to the Present: Exploring Our Nation’s Founding Documents  Room: Salons D &E 
This workshop will model strategies and best practices for in-depth analysis of the founding documents of the United 
States of America. This workshop will provide you with exciting and fresh lesson plan ideas to engage your students in 
complex texts, high level academic vocabulary, and critical social studies concepts.   

Mark Peiffer teaches high school History, specializing in creating engaging and dynamic lesson plans to explore key 
concepts in US History.  Mark has been a part of programs such as Classroom Instruction that Works. He’s currently 
leading efforts to revise ELA Writing Rubrics for his school’s Social Studies Department; creating consistency across 
grade levels and content areas, ensuring key ELA standards are appropriately addressed. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Reading and Writing: As Easy as 1-2-3, ABC, and P.I. E.     Room: Salons A &B 

Participants will learn how easy combinations of acronyms can enhance reading and quickly develop argument writing. 
Through embracing a few easy acronyms, students, schools and programs will experience a rise in adult learner test 
taking abilities.   

Julia Gibbons has held many roles, including English teacher, department chair, mother of two, and adult education 
coordinator for a nonprofit organization. She holds a Master’s Degree in Education, an ENL certification, a High Ability 
Certification, and professional training specializations. She continues enjoying the educational environment by taking 
classes to enhance her abilities and remain a valuable part of the educational setting. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

What are Other Students Doing While I Teach Small Groups?    Room: Veterans 5 

Managing a class of students while working with a small group is challenging. This hands-on, interactive session will 
present meaningful, manageable, and independent activities to engage ABE/ESL learners while small-group or large-
group instruction is occurring simultaneously in the classroom. Note: This session is limited to 35 participants.   

Timmie Westfall is the Executive Director of Solutions in Education and Training, Inc.  She has directed many statewide 
projects for Indiana’s Adult Education programs.  Timmie has presented nationally, regionally and locally and is the 
recipient of Creative Training Techniques International –Educational Trainer of the Year.  Bonnie Cardwell has been 
providing engaging and passion-based instruction to youth and adult learners in Michigan City since 2001.   

Teaching with the Trump Card: Improving Student Retention and Motivation  Room: Veterans 4 

Are you frustrated because your students attend class sporadically?  Do you find yourself presenting information one 
day and find your students forget it by the next day?  In this interactive workshop, learn six effective teaching strategies 
based on how the brain learns that get students excited about attending class! 

Steven Schmidt is a professional developer and assistant director of the Adult Basic Skills Professional Development 
Project at Appalachian State University (ASU) in Boone, NC. He has worked in adult education for over 20 years and 
holds an MA Ed degree from Wake Forest University and recently completed his Ed S Degree in adult and developmental 
education from ASU.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Administrator 500 Improvement Initiative Presentations     Room: Salons 2 &3 

Come find out the innovative improvement projects that were hatched and developed by administrators attending the 
Administrator Leadership 500 Professional Development Training Series.   

Shana McCarron has more than 13 years of experience with EDSI, acting as both a Case Manager and a Program 
Manager at the EARN center in Philadelphia. Shana holds a BS in Psychology and Gender Studies from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She assisted in writing curriculum for IDWD’s Academic and Career Counseling initiative, and has been 
working with adult education administrators to develop and facilitate Indiana’s Administrator 500 Leadership Series. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Hands-On Science & the Common Core      Room: Freedom A 

In this workshop participants will conduct standards-based science experiments designed to improve student 
persistence and engagement. Each activity will include a discussion about depth of knowledge and where to locate 
resources for implementing science activities in the classroom. 

LeslieAnn Humphreys holds a Masters in Education with a specialization in Adult/Postsecondary Education. She has 
taught in adult education for more than 14 years and currently serves on the National OER STEM team and the WV state 
Common Core Standards team. She frequently presents trainings at both the state and national level.   

      Click here to download workshop materials 
 

If You've Met One Person With Autism . . . You've Met One Person With Autism  Room: Salon 5   

This session will explore how the portrayal of coping strategies as “negative” behaviors can alienate students on the 
Autism spectrum. Participants will learn how to use these unique coping strategies to open up lines of communication 
with students who have been diagnosed or who exhibit “Autistic” characteristics.  

Christy Kissner has worked in education for 17 years. Currently she is a Data Specialist at MSD of Warren Township, 
supervising eight instructional assistants in various locations. Since her son was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome 14 
years ago, she has dedicated much time to researching the Autism spectrum. Tori Kissner holds a BS in Human Services 
and a minor in Sociology from Purdue University. She is currently a Marion County Family Support Specialist with 
Healthy Families, working with low income and high risk families. Tori is the only “neuro-typical” in her immediate family 
and is fluent in “Aspie.” 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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Wednesday, July 16th 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

Training Today’s Manufacturing and Logistics Workforce     Room: Salons 6 &7 

Advanced manufacturing and logistics are Indiana’s largest industries, and they need skilled workers. Attendees will 
learn about the Hire Technology training program which was designed by industry, incorporates college credits and 
credentials, and is now available for delivery to an adult population. 

Dr. Jeff Pittman is vice president of corporate college and online education at Ivy Tech Community College. Claudia 
Cummings is the vice president of workforce development at Conexus Indiana, Indiana’s Advanced Manufacturing and 
Logistics initiative.  Elizabeth Lerch serves as project director for Conexus Indiana focusing on the development and 
deployment of Hire Technology.   

   Click here to download workshop materials 
 

Teaching Numeracy Concepts Through Social Studies and Humanities Curriculum Room: Salon 4  

The session will bring numeracy concepts alive through inquiry-based approaches to literature, history, and current 
events. Participants will leave with resources and strategies for integrating math into Social Studies curriculum. Be ready 
for hands-on, active participation, with easy-access resources. 

Anita Phillips is an Adult Education instructor at Lafayette Adult Resource Academy. She has a Master’s in Education, is a 
graduate of the Indiana Adult Numeracy Institute (ANI), and has over 20 years of experience working in a variety of 
public school and community-based programs.   

   Click here to download workshop materials 

 

Tactile, Paper and Tech: The Complete Math Experience      Room: Salon C 

Well-planned, multi-sensory activities develop skills needed for TASC math and more. This workshop will show how use 
of hands-on realia, hardcopies and computer-based tools can combine to create a balanced learning experience that 
meaningfully utilizes technology. 

Michael Matos has 14 years Adult Education experience at Albany Park Community Center in Chicago, IL. Currently, he 
teaches a GED hybrid class, is director of Adult Education Programs and Data, and delivers ABE/GED tutor training 
workshops in math and writing. 

      Click here to download workshop materials 
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English Language Arts 

Workshops in this strand will explore 
language, reading, writing, and listening & 
speaking content and strategies. These 
workshops will be labeled as ELA. 

Mathematics 

Workshops in this strand will feature adult 
numeracy content and instructional 
techniques. These workshops will be labeled 
as MATH. 

Science & Social 
Studies 

Workshops in this strand will focus on 
integrating Science and Social Studies skills 
and content into Adult Education classrooms. 
These workshops will be labeled as SCI/SS. 

English as a Second 
Language  

Workshops in this strand will focus on 
techniques for engaging and teaching adult 
English language learners. These workshops 
will be labeled as ESL. 

Technology 

Workshops in this strand will explore the use 
of technology in Adult Education for teaching 
and for data tracking and management. These 
workshops will be labeled as TECH. 

Career Pathways 

Workshops in this strand will highlight 
opportunities for Adult Education and 
Workforce Development staff to support 
student/client transitions. These workshops 
will be labeled as CP. 

General 
Workshops in this strand include a variety of 
topics relevant to the adult education field. 
These workshops will be labeled as GEN. 

 
 

 

Conference Strands 
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English Language Arts    

 

 Mathematics 

 

Technology 

 
Science & Social Studies 

 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Effective Practices in Vocabulary Instruction  Kate Brandt  2  Salons 2 & 3 

Evidence‐Based Reading Instruction  Maureen Keller  2  Salons 6 & 7 

Evidence‐Based Writing Instruction   Mary Ann Corley, Ph.D.  3‐4  Salon 5 

Text Complexity in Practice   Meesha Brown 
3‐4 ‐‐‐ 
5‐6 ‐‐‐ 

Salon 4   
Salon 5 

College‐ and Career‐Ready Writing   Peggy McGuire  3‐4  Salons 6 & 7 

Students Know How to Argue: Argument‐Based Writing   Steven Schmidt  5‐6  Veterans 4 

Reading and Writing: As Easy as 1‐2‐3, ABC, and P.I. E.  Julia Gibbons  7  Salons A & B 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Accelerating Hands‐On Math in the Adult Education 
Classroom 

Sharon Hoffman  2  Salons A & B 

Tactile, Paper and Tech: The Complete Math Experience  Michael Matos  2 & 7  Salon C 

Teaching and Learning Percents   Lynda Ginsburg  3‐4  Freedom A 

Exploring TASC Topics with the TI‐30XS MultiView™ 
Calculator 

Sean Bird  3 & 4  Salon C 

Manipulating Math   Juli DeNisco  5‐6  Salon 4 

Differentiated Math   LeslieAnn Humphreys  5‐6  Freedom A 

Teaching Numeracy Concepts Through Social Studies and 
Humanities Curriculum 

Anita Phillips  7  Salon 4 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Tactile, Paper and Tech: The Complete Math Experience  Michael Matos  2 & 7  Salon C 

Exploring TASC Topics with the TI‐30XS MultiView™ 
Calculator 

Sean Bird  3 & 4  Salon C 

ACCUPLACER and My Foundations Lab: Best Practices 
Kathie Montognese & 
Eric Stano 

4  Salons A & B 

Keep Calm and Teach On: How to Make it Happen  Connie Shank  4  Veterans 4 

How Long Will It Take?  Kevin Hunter  5  Salon C 

Using Technology to Connect AE in Indiana  Kevin Hunter  6  Salon C 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Hands‐On Science & the Common Core  LeslieAnn Humphreys  2 & 7  Freedom A 

Connecting the Past to the Present: Exploring Our Nation’s 
Founding Document 

Mark Peiffer  3 & 7  Salons D & E 

Teaching Numeracy Concepts Through Social Studies and 
Humanities Curriculum 

Anita Phillips  7  Salon 4 
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English as a Second Language 

 

Career Pathways 

 

 General 

 

 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Job vs. Career: Building Career Awareness for Beginning 
ELLs   

Blaire Willson Toso, 
Ph.D 

2 & 3  Veterans 5 

What Works: Brain‐Based Strategies for Teaching and 
Learning  

Heide Wrigley  5‐6  Veterans 5 

Integrating Career Awareness 
Stephanie Sommers & 
Heather Turngren 

6  Salons 2 & 3 

What are Other Students Doing While I Teach Small 
Groups? 

Timmie Westfall & 
Bonnie Cardwell 

7  Veterans 5 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Strengthening Employer Partnerships for Demand‐Driven 
Skills Training 

Debbie Mills  2  Salon 4 

Job vs. Career: Building Career Awareness for Beginning 
ELLs   

Blaire Willson Toso, 
Ph.D 

2 & 3  Veterans 5 

WorkIN Best Practices 
Trish Maxwell & Chris 
Cohee 

2 ‐‐‐ 
5 ‐‐‐ 

Salon 5   
Salons 6 & 7 

Indiana Career Council and Works Councils   Nate Klink  3  Salons A & B 

Jobs for America’s Graduates: A Model for Success  Brianna Morse  4  Salons D & E 

Building Student Self‐Efficacy for Program Success  Lara Pastore  4  Veterans 5 

Career Coaching Today for Tomorrow’s Success  Shana McCarron  5  Salons 2 & 3 

Hoosiers by the Numbers 
Tim Zimmer & Carol 
Rogers 

6  Salons 6 & 7 

Integrating Career Awareness 
Stephanie Sommers & 
Heather Turngren 

6  Salons 2 & 3 

Training Today’s Manufacturing and Logistics Workforce  
Dr. Jeff Pittman, 
Claudia Cummings, & 
Elizabeth Lerch 

7  Salons 6 & 7 

Title  Presenter(s)  Session(s)  Room(s) 

Changes in Indiana Criminal Code and Program Credit Time  Randall Short  2  Salons D & E 

Building Student Persistence and Resilience  Andy Nash  2 & 3  Veterans 4 

Teach Less to Learn More: Accelerated Learning   Lou Russell  3‐4  Salons 2 & 3 

Making Your Instruction SMARTER: Serving Lower‐Level 
Learners  

Jeff Fantine  5‐6  Salons D & E 

New Teacher Training   Sara Gutting  5‐6  Salons A & B 

Improving Student Retention and Motivation with Brain 
Based Learning 

Steven Schmidt  7  Veterans 4 

Administrator 500 Improvement Initiative Presentations  Shana McCarron  7  Salons 2 & 3 

If You've Met One Person With Autism, You've Met One 
Person With Autism 

Christy &Tori Kissner  7  Salon 5 
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