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The Naturalization Process
Becoming a United States Citizen
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*For a list of eligibility requirements and to obtain an Application
for Naturalization, Form N-400, go to www.uscis.gov/n-400. Eligibility
requirements for members of the military can also be accessed

at www.uscis.gov/military. r -
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General Eligibility Requirements

* 18 years old at the time of filing

* Time as a Permanent Resident

» Continuous residence in the United States
* Physical presence in the United States

* Time living where the application is filed
* Good moral character

* Understanding of the English language

* Knowledge of U.S. history and
government

» Attachment to the U.S. Constitution
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General Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must be at least 18 years old at the time of filing the Application
for Naturalization, Form N-400, and must be lawfully admitted as a
Permanent Resident of the United States.
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General Eligibility Requirements

Time as a Permanent Resident

At the time of filing Form N-400, applicants

must have lived as a permanent resident in the

United States for at least 5 years (or for at

least 3 years if you meet all eligibility .
requirements to file as a spouse of a United o o 08121107

States citizen).
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General Eligibility Requirements

Continuous Residence

“Continuous residence” means that the applicant has maintained general
residence within the United States for a required period of time. Extended
absences outside of the U.S. may disrupt an applicant’s continuous residence.

» Absences between 6 months and 1
year, may disrupt an applicant’s
continuous residence unless the
applicant can prove otherwise.

» Absences in excess of 1 year or more
during the period when continuous
residence is required may disrupt an
applicant’s continuous residence.
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General Eligibility Requirements

Physical Presence

“Physical presence” is the actual time the applicant has been present in the
U.S. It measures the total number of days applicants are in the U.S. during the

period physical presence is required.

» The “physical presence” requirement changes
depending on how the applicant qualifies.

+ Since “physical presence” is cumulative, trips
outside the U.S. count against this
requirement.
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General Eligibility Requirements
Time Living Where the Application is Filed

* Applicants must live in the USCIS district or
State where they apply for naturalization for at
least 3 months before filing.

* Students who are 18 and older may apply for
naturalization within their school’s jurisdiction
or, if they are financially dependent upon their
parents, where their parents reside.
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General Eligibility Requirements

Good Moral Character

* Applicants must demonstrate “good moral
character” throughout the statutory period and
up to the administration of the Oath of
Allegiance.

» Commission of certain crimes during the
statutory period is an example that
demonstrates a lack of good moral character.

* The statutory period changes based on how the
applicant qualifies for naturalization.
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General Eligibility Requirements

Educational Requirements

Applicants must demonstrate: i
‘ i
1 \

* An ability to understand, read, write,
and speak English

* Aknowledge of U.S. history and
government (also known as “civics”)

Certain applicants, because of age and time as a Permanent Resident, are
exempted from the English requirements.

Applicants who are unable to comply with the educational requirements because
of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment may request an

exception by filing Medical Certification for Disability Exceptions, Form N-648.
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General Eligibility Requirements

Exemptions from the English Requirement

At the time of filing the Application for Naturalization, Form N-400...

“Theapplicant | Livedasa iy i ontdoes  Applicantmust
S permanent resident : :
is: in the U.S. for: not take the: take the:

ge 5 years nglish test

language of choice

ge years nglish tes

language of choice

A
Age 65 20 years English test in their language of
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General Eligibility Requirements
Disability Exceptions

Applicants who are unable to comply with the educational requirements because
of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment may request an
exception by filing Medical Certification for Disability Exceptions, Form N-648.

» A medical professional must N oiji N‘;‘msiugo Ex‘gx}:sm-ig-m
-648, Medical Certification

determine if the applicant qualifies for for Disability Exceptions
an €xc eptlon based On a’ medlcal the "APPLICANT ATTESTATION" below) must be completed by a licensed medical

dt nical psychologist. (See fustructions)
condition. ION (Type or print clearly in black ink) USCIS USE ONLY

. I certify that I have examined: This N-648 is:

* The applicant’s medical condition may Lo i e o e
1 i 1 U. 5. Social Security Number D Insufficient
exempt'the app'hcant from the English D=
and civics requirements, or one of . P

Gender

these requirements. B
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General Eligibility Requirements

Members of the U.S. Armed Forces

* Members of the U.S. Armed Forces are
not charged any filing fees related to U.S.
citizenship: Form N-400, Form N-336,
and Form N-600.

* Continuous residence and/or physical
presence requirements may be waived for
some military personnel.

» For more information, see the brochure
Naturalization Information for Military
Personnel, Form M-599.

* Speak to the Personnel Services/Family
Connections office on base for assistance.
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General Eligibility Requirements
Attachment to the U.S. Constitution

* Applicants must show a willingness to support and defend the principles of
the Constitution and the laws of the United States.

* Applicants declare their “attachment” or loyalty to the United States and its
Constitution by taking the Oath of Allegiance at an oath ceremony.
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Applying for Naturalization

Application for Naturalization, Form N-400

Find the application and instructions at: www.uscis.gov/n-400
To order forms by mail, call 1-800-870-3676 or visit: www.uscis.gov/forms
For the most current fees, go to: www.uscis.gov/fees

For more information on the naturalization test and preparation materials,
visit: www.uscis.gov/citizenshiptest

To check the status of your case, or register to receive automatic case
updates, visit: WwWw.uscis.gov

To learn more about citizenship, visit: www.uscis.gov/citizenship

e e :
= U.S. Citizenship
Ut and Immigration

5= Services

The Interview

Applicants are placed under oath.

A USCIS Officer reviews Form N-400 and
determines if the eligibility requirements are
met.

The naturalization test is administered. If the
applicant fails any portion of the test, they
are afforded a second opportunity to be
tested in those areas failed.

If additional information is required to
establish eligibility, the case is continued and
a written request for additional
documentation is issued to the applicant.
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Naturalization Oath Ceremony
Oath of Allegiance

* If Form N-400 is approved, applicants
will be scheduled for an oath ceremony to
recite the oath of allegiance to the United
States.

* An applicant becomes a naturalized U.S.
citizen only after reciting the oath of
allegiance.

* Certificates of Naturalization are
prepared and issued as proof of
citizenship at the oath ceremony.
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Questions?
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