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Commission Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Director Wimer, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Coley, Mr. Leirer, Mr. Gullion, Mr. Caldwell, and Representative Zent
· Absent for meeting: Chairman Steuterman, COL DeRue, Senator Mrvan, and Representative Tomes 

Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Kendall second.     

                        Motion passes 7-0.
Mike Thompson, Military Family Relief Fund Update


· As of July 1, 2021, there were three legislative changes to the Military Family Relief Fund: (1) length of service, (2) war time service, (3) connecting military service to the financial hardship. 
· COVID-19 lead to a spike in MFRF applications. 

· Closing out an application does not mean the applicant cannot reapply.

· Year-to-date for fiscal year 2022, there has been 265 total MFRF applications – 64 approved, 81 denied, and 90 closed out.
· Total MFRF monies expended year-to-date for fiscal year 2022 is $101,968.07.
· IDVA has received five MFRF appeals this fiscal year.  The Taskforce considered 15 matters.  The total amount awarded is $38,038.98.
· Applicants can also seek an income waiver when their applications were denied solely because their household income exceeds two times the federal poverty guidelines.

Gabrielle J. Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· Eleven awards have been granted.
· The grant period of performance started on July 1, 2021 and extends through June 30, 2022.
· IDVA has received the first quarterly reimbursement requests, which are currently being processed. 
New Business:
Gabrielle Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeal 
· Scholar ID 10697287
· Petitioner and his attorney attended the hearing telephonically.
· Petitioner’s parents appeared in person. 

· Petitioner’s attorney presented his case.

· IDVA presented IDVA’s case.
· Gullion motion to approve appeal, Caldwell seconds.

· Motion passed 7-0.
Joe Devito, MFRF Outreach Plan
· Hirons QPA was approved.
· October 4, 2021 was the official launch of the MFRF Outreach program.

· The MFRF Outreach campaign goes October-November, skip December, January-February

· As part of the MFRF Outreach campaign, IDVA will have paid social media ads.

· Outreach Team meets with Chris Snell, VP of CVSO Organization to help get information out to the veterans.
Dennis Wimer, Federal Legislation Regarding Grants to State Departments of Veterans Affairs





· House Bill 4601 was presented by Director Wimer.  

· If House Bill 4601 passes, the federal government would make grants available to the states to be used to assist in the funding of CVSO’s.   

· The likelihood of House Bill 4601 being approved is only 25% according to on-line legislator prediction sources.


Richard Leirer, Future Meeting Dates

· Working with Chairman Steuterman to change the Friday Quarterly Commission meeting dates.  
· Propose to move the meetings to the middle of the week.
· Commissioners will send recommendations for review.

· Commissioners voted to move January 14, 2022 meeting to January 13, 2022.

Public Comment 

No public comment
IDVA 


Dennis Wimer and Mike Thompson, IDVA





· On Wednesday October 6, 2021 the historical marker was placed in front of the Indiana Veteran’s Center. 
· IDVA is partnering with other agencies to share information.  Currently working with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, the Commission for Higher Education, and possibly the Family and Social Services Agency.

· Director Wimer has been meeting with the State Legislators who are veterans and additionally the legislators who sits on either the Senate or House Veteran Affairs Committees.

· Division Reports 





· Pre-reads sent ahead of time. 
· IVMC was awarded a $7.5 million dollar expansion grant from the National Cemetery Association. It will be over a two or three year time span. 

Adjournment 2:36





 

Next meetings






Date


Location
January 13, 2022


777 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN
April 8, 2022


TBD

July 8, 2022


Madison, IN/Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery
October 7, 2022


Indiana Veterans Home
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


Phone: (317) 232-3910 • Toll-Free (800) 400-4520 • Fax: (317) 232-7721                                                              Website Address: www.in.gov/dva
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