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Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Director Wimer, Mr. Leirer, Mr. Gullion, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Wasson, Representative Pack, COL Cathy Eaken and Mr. Coley
· Absent for meeting: Representative Zent and Representative Tomes 

Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Wimer motion to approve, Coley second   

                        Motion passes 7-0.

· The morning started with a tour of the Indiana Veterans Home.  It was followed by lunch.
 

Amy Gibson, Indiana Veterans Home Update
· She has been the Superintendent of IVH since July of 2022.
· Currently have beds available.  There are 212 total and 111 are full.

· Independent care and short term care.

· Library grand opening is on Friday October 21,2022.

· With COVID they are working very hard to be transparent about protocols put in place.

· Taking measures to keep everyone safe.  

· There are several employment opportunities currently available at IVH. 
 

Mark Friel, Indiana Veterans Home - Cemetery Update

· Cemetery has been part of the campus since 1896. 

· 2989 burials on site.

· There have been 12 burial YTD. Burials are for veterans and their spouses who resided at the home.

· Two grants have been submitted. The first proposal is for headstone raise and realignment.  The second proposal is for expansion.

Review of Veteran Services/Programming in
 and around Lafayette, Indiana


· Jennifer Shook, Development Director of LTCH, homeless services. 
· They are one of our GVS grant recipients.

· Work with veterans and their families who are at risk for homelessness or are already homeless.

· Service several counties in and around Tippecanoe County.

· Funded through federal and state.

· Work with other partners to help veterans get quickly connected to services they need.

· Will host a Veterans Stand Down on November 5.
Mike Thompson, Kevin Coley, Military Family Relief Fund Update
· These are the 4th quarter stats-  331 applications submitted, 99 approved, 75 denied and 157 closed out.  Total awarded is $138,208.62
· Housing is the biggest amount paid out to veterans.
· MFRF Taskforce has held 8 meetings since the last commission meeting.  Meetings are scheduled for every Friday.

Gabrielle J. Owens, MFRF Rule Update

· Rule 4 – Recommending a deletion of the sentence that talks about the department can only consider an application if it is complete.  It is not sensible to the operation of the program or the veteran.  No need to complete the form if it can be determined they are not eligible from what they have already turned in.
· Rule 5 – Application Procedures.  Strike the part where it says the veteran needed to be involved in a conflict or war.  Suggesting language that says if currently serving or has leave and earning statements, those could be used as proof.
· Section 2 – currently says the department will reach out to the veteran in writing.  From an administrative process it slows down the application.

· Any guidelines the commission wants to put in the rules – should there be a hard limit?
· Section about short duration programs.  We have OHP and BTS.  Department will determined based on available money and veteran need.

· Three Recommendations

· Recommendation one – Any IDVA staff member that applies for the MFRF program has to go through the commission

· Recommendation two – How do we as the department manage the applicants that will go over $2,500 when they can apply year after year for the short term programs?

· Recommendation three – Those who have received regular MFRF money.  Veterans who have applied and received $2,500 and those who have applied six or seven times.  Still have the taskforce review those.

· Leirer motion to approve the three recommendations, Caldwell seconds.  Motion passed 7-0

Dennis A. Wimer, MFRF Outreach Update







· Can spend up to 10% of MFRF money on outreach.

· Doubled the expenditures.

· In the first quarter of this year we are at the $600,000 mark.

· WINVETS is going to have their next annual meeting at Clifty Falls.

Gabrielle J. Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· The end of FY22, close out of the previous fiscal year.

· Some of the grantees did not spend 100% of their money.  That money was pulled over to the current fiscal year.  Currently 14 grantees were awarded $680,000 from the previous unspent funds.

· There was a gap where there were no submissions from out grantees.  All were received by the June 30th deadline.
Public Comment
· No Public Comment

New Business  

Gabrielle J. Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeal
·  None at this time.
 

Richard Leirer, Legislative Update

· The Big 4 veterans organizations have four priorities.

· First Bill – partner with BMV – would like to be able to check a box when you get your plate that gives permission to share your information with DVA.
· Second Bill – Agency Bill 1017 – There are a couple of key components 1) added IVH as a state cemetery 2) getting rid of the wording for SAA saying all employees have to be veterans.

· Third Bill – Can ask for $2500 amount for MFRF.  Take out the sentence that says “one time”.

· Fourth Bill – Any excess funds go to the MFRF Trust Fund.  It is up to around $11M.  Would like to set a base around 1M to 2M.  Want to put the funds back out into the community. 

 
  
Anthony Weber, Semi quincentennial of the United States Update
· Indiana General Assembly passed the code referencing the Semi quincentennial in 2026.

· Commission is being led by the DAR and SAR, Indiana Historical Society, VFW, IWM, DVA and others.  

· IDVA will provide support according to the code.

· Possible events are a celebration at the IWM and a torch run.

· IDVA has asked for money in the budget from this year legislators.

 

Mike Thompson, Division Reports

· Reports were sent out in the pre-reads.

Adjournment 3:07pm





Next meetings






Date


Location
January 11, 2023


Indiana Veterans’ Center

April 12, 2023


TBD

July 12, 2023


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


Phone: (317) 232-3910 • Toll-Free (800) 400-4520 • Fax: (317) 232-7721                                                              Website Address: www.in.gov/dva
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