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General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Chairman Steuterman, Director Wimer, Mr. Kendall, COL DeRue, Mr. Coley, Mr. Leirer, and Mr. Gullion 
· Absent for meeting: Sen Mrvan, Sen Tomes, Rep Zent, and Mr. Caldwell
Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Kendall second.     

                        Motion passes 7-0.
Mike Thompson and Gabrielle J. Owens, Military Family Relief Fund Update


· During the last fiscal year, IDVA had two MFRF programs.  
· The Commission Taskforce Concerning Military Family Relief Fund Matters has been including conditions on grantees to actively engage with the Department of Workforce Development and financial counselors in order to receive additional awards.
· Year-to-date fiscal year 2021, there has been 521 total MFRF applications – 133 approved, 231 denied, and 148 closed out.
· Total MFRF monies expended year-to-date in fiscal year 2021 - $270,271.63
· Of the 521 total MFRF applications in fiscal year 2021, 256 of them were COVID-19.

Gabrielle J. Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· All grants from fiscal years 2020 and 2021 are completed; IDVA is engaging in compliance monitoring of those grants.
· There was a significant amount of applicants for the Grants for Veterans’ Services (“GVS”) fiscal year 2022 grants.  This is approximately triple the number of applicants from the last round.  The significant increase of applications is largely credited to the efforts of the IDVA Outreach Team.

· A team of internal and external scorers reviewed all the grant applications that satisfied the threshold criteria such as being registered with the Indiana Secretary of State.   

· IDVA has selected 11 grantees for the fiscal year 2022 GVS grants.   The period of performance is July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. 
Dennis Wimer, Legislative Update





· Senate Bill 316 – MFRF Fund, requirements have been eliminated: 1) Connection between financial hardship and military service 2) Length of service and 3) Service during a period of war or national conflict.
· HB1039 – Military Award License Plates – A surviving spouse of a Purple Heart Recipient is allowed to keep the plate.  Creates and Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal License Plate.
· HB1392 - Occupational License of Military Spouse – Law is more inclusive by eliminating “active duty” and eliminating certain application criteria for military spouses seeking an occupational license in Indiana.
· SB91 - Hyperbaric Oxygen Treatment Pilot Program– Extended through 2025.  Requires the Indiana State Department of Health to adopt rules addressing payment criteria that caused barriers to veterans receiving HBOT treatment.  Eliminated geographic requirements.
· SB93 -Tuition for Qualified Nonresident Veterans – A qualified nonresident veteran who enrolls in a state education institution not later than three years after the nonresident veteran’s discharge or separation from the armed forces is eligible to pay the in-state tuition rate.
· HB 1437 Electronic Meeting and Signatures - Local governments are now allowed to do electronic signatures and meetings. Two of the members or one-third (whichever is higher) of the members of the governing body must be physically present.
New Business:
Richard Leirer, MFRF Matters for Commission Action
· Process Concerning MFRF Applications With Other Than Honorable Discharges
· The policy concerning this matter was reviewed.  The approved policy will be posted on the IDVA website.  
· Disallowable Separation Codes are set forth in the Indiana Code. 

· Allowable Separation Codes were reviewed by the Commission.  

· Commission Review Separation Codes was reviewed by the Commission.  If a MFRF applicant has an Other Than Honorable Discharge, the Taskforce Concerning MFRF Matters will review the MFRF application.  
· MFRF case managers will ask the applicant for a statement letter setting forth the circumstances behind the Other Than Honorable Discharge.  
· The Taskforce Concerning MFRF Matters will review and adjudicate each case individually in recognition that each case is unique.  

· Gullion motion to approve the policy and the Allowable, Disallowable, and Questionable Separation Codes, Coley second.  Motion passes 7-0.
Joe Devito, MFRF Outreach Plan
· Proposed spending plan for FY2021

· Working on table top cards.

· Looking at activities/outreach and how that impacts applications.

· We want veterans statewide to know about MFRF and how it works.

· Talked with other state agencies on how they do statewide roll-outs of information.
· Look at measurements of other campaigns and see how successful they are.

· Targeted social media will give us the opportunity to get information in real time.

· Leirer motion to accept the outreach plan as it is, Gullion second.  Motion passes 7-0.

Dennis A. Wimer, MFRF Trust Fund

· The code says we need to move money from the trust to MFRF.  You take the difference from the amount you have in the trust minus 300% of the money you spent, you take half of that and put that in the MFRF Fund.  

· Out of the $4.7 million we have, we will get another $2 million this year.

· We will move $3 million back into the trust fund.

· If needed, we can get emergency transfer.

· Kendall motion to move $5.87 million dollars, Coley seconds.  Motion passes 7-0.

Public Comment 

No public comment
IDVA Reports

Mike Thompson, IDVA
· Division Reports 





· Pre-reads sent ahead of time. 
Goal for Commission meetings is to move the meetings around the state.  The October 8, 2021 meeting will be held in West Lafayette, Indiana at the Indiana Veterans Home.
Adjournment 3:20





 

Next meetings






Date


Location
Friday October 8, 2021


TBD
Friday January 14, 2022


TBD

Friday April 8, 2022


TBD

Friday July 8, 2022


TBD

Friday October 7, 2022


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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