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Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Director Wimer, Mr. Leirer, Mr. Gullion, and Mr. Caldwell, and Mr. Kendall 
· Absent for meeting: COL DeRue, Mr. Coley, Representative Pack, Representative Zent, and Representative Tomes 

Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Caldwell second   

                        Motion passes 5-0.

· The morning started with a tour of the Indiana Veterans Cemetery .  It was followed by a tour of the Madison Historical Museum.
 

Mayor Courtney, Welcome to Madison 

· Became Mayor in 2018. Attending veteran events is one of the honors of the job.
Review of Veteran Services/Programming in
 Madison, Indiana


· Jefferson County Veteran Service Officer spoke about working in Jefferson County. CVSO office is well supported in the community.  Continues to grow.  Went from three DAV vehicles to support veterans to five.  Office is in charge of the veteran banner program in the city.

Mike Thompson, Military Family Relief Fund Update
· We are one year out from our implementation of changes made to the MFRF.

· Quarter three is usually slower.  331 applications submitted, 99 approved, 75 denied and 157 closed out.

· We served 64 counties this quarter, an increase from last quarter.

· Removing the stipulation of the connection to military service has allowed us to have more approvals.

Joe Devito and Hirons, MFRF Outreach Plan Update

· We are allowed to use 10% of the funds for outreach. First FY we have had access to these funds.
· Hirons looks at campaign objectives and develops a strategy.
· Looks at KPI’s to determine success.
· Using a multi media approach.  Layered in paid social media to reach the audience.
· Measured web traffic to see how well the campaign is doing.
· Will run a recap to see what tactics work and pull out the ones that under perform.
· Radio and Facebook play a large role.
· Looking at partnering with Roudebush to do TV ads.

· New MFRF Back to School Program started.  It is $500.00 per child, living with the veteran.  Runs from July 1, 2022 – September 15, 2022.






Gabrielle J. Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· There are two grantees showing a zero percent reimbursement.  In regular contact with them.  They are spending funds but are struggling with the reporting aspect of it.

· GVS rule has been completely approved.  Former rule said grants had to be 12 months. We now have flexibility with how long.

· Awarded FY23 grants.  There are 14 grantees. They encompass all areas of the state.

· $600,000.00 awarded 

Public Comment
· Jefferson County Veterans Council - Is there a way that MFRF can be adjusted to help pay funeral costs for those who are financially unable to afford it?
New Business  

Gabrielle Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeal
·  Scholar ID

· Petitioner attended the hearing telephonically.
· Petitioner presented her case.

· IDVA presented IDVA’s case.

· Leirer motion to approve appeal, Caldwell seconds.

· Motion passed 4-1

 

Richard Leirer, Legislative Update

· The Big 4 veterans organizations are still finalizing priorities.

· Have four or five to take to the legislature this year.

· There are other organizations putting out their legislative agendas. Encourage you to take a look at them.
 

Mike Thompson, Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery Update

· Gave a brief history of the cemetery and noted some of the distinguished Veterans honored or buried there.

 
 
Mike Thompson, Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery Update

· The cemetery is state owned and operated. 

· Gave a brief history of the cemetery and noted some of the distinguished Veterans honored or buried there.

 

Mike Thompson, Division Reports

· We have a new format for the reports that is consistent among the divisions.

· IVC – 3rd Quarter there were 47 interments.

· IVH – New superintendent started.  Her name is Amy Zell.

Adjournment 2:40pm





Next meetings






Date


Location
October 18, 2022


Indiana Veterans Home
January 11, 2023


Indiana Veterans’ Center

April 12, 2023


TBD

July 12, 2023


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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