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Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews
Pledge of Allegiance    								      
Roll Call 

· Present for meeting: Director Wimer, Mr. Leirer, Mr. Gullion, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Wasson, Mr. Coley, Ms. Morgan Torres
· Absent for meeting: COL Cathy Eaken Representative Zent, Representative Tomes, Sen Griffin  

Old Business:

		Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Wimer motion to approve, Wasson second   
                        Motion passes 7-0.
		 
 		Polli Pollem, Presentation from Indiana Legal Services 

· She is the Director of the Indiana Assistance Project that started in 2011
· She served 11 years in the Active Air Force and 11 years in the Air Guard
· They have several programs.
· They Guardian Assistance Program is for veterans who do not have a POA.
· They are partnered with the Indiana Bar Association to offer assistance in writing wills.
· They can help veterans get their license back if it has been suspended, help with child support, discharge upgrades, tax bills with the IRS and changing gender markers on birth certificates and DD214s.
· They have two legal clinics; one at VA Roudebush in Indianapolis and the second one in Ft. Wayne.  Looking to add a third in South Bend.

 		Kevin Coley, Military Family Relief Fund Update

· The MFRF Taskforce Commission conducted eight (8) total Taskforce meetings in Quarter 1 FY23 (July 1-Sept 30), reviewed twenty (20) applications, totaling $13,480.74 awarded.
· Total amount for all programs is $511,022.75.

Joseph Devito, Military Family Relief Fund Outreach Update							
· Last fiscal year was the first time we had success with the money awarded.
· Carried over working with Hirons.
· Had to suspend the marketing halfway through the Operation Holiday Program due to the overwhelming response.
· Been asked to make a slide for the legislators to show the before and after, and highlight when the campaign kicked off. 

Gabrielle J. Owens, ALJ Update					
	
· Director Wimer and Gabrielle Owens will sign the MOU between DVA and OALP.
· All clients are required to sign an MOU.
· We do not pay them.
· The commission is the ultimate authority with all ALJ cases.

Public Comment

· No Public Comment
						
New Business  

Gabrielle J. Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeal
·  None at this time.

Gabrielle Owens, IDVA Non-Profit Partner 2023 Update

· Officially started in the last fiscal year.
· Our first partner received the proceeds from the DVA golf outing.
· Formal solicitations were put out.  
· There were eight applications.
· ECHO Housing was chosen to be this year’s non-profit partner.
· They serve veterans who are in need of housing or housing assistance.
· They also receive funds from the Federal VA.
· They offer supportive services such as: job training and employment.


Dennis Wimer, Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide Amongst Service Members, Veterans, 
And their Families Update

· Federal Government came up with the Governor’s Challenge.
· DVA hired a full-time employee to be responsible for the program.
· There were 20 to 30 colleagues who attending the first meeting and showed their support.
· Other agencies are now adding in ways they can help with programs that they offer within their own agency.
· There are two phases: The 1st phase is strategic planning sessions, and the 2nd phase is he implementation of the program.
· There are two counties doing a pilot program – Hamilton and Hendricks.
· It is a $2M a year veteran initiative program.
· It will be rolling out state-wide this year.

 		Richard Leirer, Legislative Update

· We track more than just the obvious veteran bills.  Try to add anything to the list that could possibly impact veterans.
· HB1056 has four components.
· One: SAA Program Directors will not need to meet Director requirements.
· Two: Recognizes the Veterans Home Cemetery as a state cemetery.
· Three: Veterans eligible to be buried in national cemeteries can be buried in Indiana state veterans’ cemeteries (38 U.S.C. 2402)
· Four: Expands eligibility of individuals who can be buried in Indiana state veterans’ cemeteries to include; reserve components, discharged other than dishonorable, Indiana Natl. Guard, reserve officers’ training corps, and their spouse, minor child, or unmarried adult child.
 	  
 		Dennis Wimer, Division Reports

· Reports were sent out in the pre-reads.

Chairman Leirer discusses we need to decide where the next meeting will take place. Gullion motions to have the meeting in Evansville, Coley seconds.  Motion is passed.

Adjournment 3:07pm					

Next meetings					
Date			Location
April 12, 2023			Evansville - TBD
July 12, 2023			Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery
October 18, 2023			TBD
January 17, 2024			Indiana Veterans’ Center

All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 		
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