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Indiana Veterans’ Affairs Commission

April 12, 2022
1:00PM– 3:00PM

Richmond City Hall

50 North 5th Street

Richmond, IN 47374
General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Director Wimer, COL DeRue, Mr. Coley, Mr. Leirer, Mr. Gullion, and Mr. Caldwell, and Mr. Kendall (in part)
· Absent for meeting: Representative Pack, Representative Zent, and Representative Tomes 

Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Caldwell second   

                        Motion passes 7-0.


Mayor Snow, Welcome to Richmond 

· The morning started with a tour of Cronin Toyota.  It was followed by a tour of the Veterans Memorial Park.
Review of Veteran Services/Programming in
 Richmond, Indiana


· Wayne County Veteran Service Officer spoke about working in Wayne County. CVSO office is well supported in the community.  Cronin Toyota set up a Veterans Assistance Fund. The CVSO along with the DAV set up a transportation network to transport veterans to appointments at the VA health facilities.  This transportation is provided by volunteers.

· Director Wimer discussed the purpose of the Commission and IDVA.
Mike Thompson, Military Family Relief Fund Update
· Quarter two consisted of the regular MFRF and a secondary MFRF program during the holidays called Operation Holiday Program.  
· 732 MFRF applications received in 2021.   

· Mr. Coley discussed the MFRF Taskforce Concerning MFRF Matters.  

· The Commissioners on the Taskforce review over $2,500 requests, income waivers, and Other Than Honorable discharges, and non-final orders from the administrative law judge.

· 45 MFRF applications approved by taskforce,16 were over the $2,500 amount. 

Joe Devito, MFRF Outreach Plan Update

· Last quarter we are into text messaging. It is an opportunity to communicate with the veteran community.  We had close to 20,000 pieces of data and that was scrubbed to get the information we needed.  It is all now in one spot.   

· Text the word VET to IDVA, this gives IDVA the opportunity to get information out to the veteran.

· One of the targeted areas of outreach is non-profits that help veterans. 

· A major goal is always to direct veterans to their CVSO’s.  


Gabrielle J. Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· Eleven awards have been granted. 

· $484,000.00 has been granted out.  Indiana code sets forth the grant purpose areas – examples include homelessness, therapeutic services, and finding employment. 

· Grant program runs on the state fiscal year.  We are currently in quarter 3.  Reach Services has already expended all of their grants funds.  There are 2 that have not expended any of their funds.  IDVA has reached out to meet with them to see what we can do to help them spend those funds. 

· GVS program is governed by the Indiana Code and the Indiana Administrative Code.  IDVA identified some changes to the Indiana Administrative Code (Rule) .  The Rule is currently with the Attorney General’s Office.  The Fiscal Year 2023 solicitation will go out on Monday.  The first year we had 20 applications.  The next time we had about 80 applications.  We anticipate 100 applications for this cycle.  Trying to get the maximum exposure to get as many applications as possible.

Public Comment 
· Veteran – Discussed recent experience at Reid Hospital. Issue with the pharmacy no longer accepting VA insurance. 

· Veteran – Problem with his CPAP machine.  Received a letter from the VA concerning a recall on his CPAP machine.  It could be another 6 months before it is resolved. 

· Veteran – Trying to get wife registered with CHAMP. The veteran is frustrated by the fact that it will take a year to get his wife enrolled with CHAMP. 

New Business:

Gabrielle Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeal 
· Appeal for Ms. Wrigley- This matter was previously heard by the Commission.  The matter is involved an adoption after the student was 18 years of age.  Did not pursue because of COVID concerns.  The veteran’s family has health issues that prevented them from wanting the in-home visits associated with the adoption of a minor child.  The veteran-parent testified that he contacted attorneys concerning adopting the student prior to her 18th birthday.  After the hearing, IDVA reached out to the veteran-parent to see if he had any evidence of telephone calls with attorneys.  The veteran-parent’s phone records demonstrate that the earliest phone calls were made 22 days before the student was 18 years old.  
· Asking the commission if they want to hear the matter again.   
· Gullion recommends to hear the case again.  

· DeRue Motion to deny an additional hearing, Caldwell seconds  
· Motion passes 4-2. 



Joe Devito, Annual Report
· If you go to the IDVA website – commissioners page – you can learn about the annual report and our commissioners. 

· The IDVA Outreach Team was able to reduce the annual report down to 20 pages.  Consistency on what is being reported year to year.  



Richard Leirer, Legislative Update
· Indiana Senate - 25 bills written and authored; none of them made it to a committee hearing.

· Indiana House of Representatives - 8 bills, 2 had a hearing and made it to the Senate, where they died. 

· It’s a non-budget year and not much happens.

Tim Dyke, Training and Services Update
· Total of 1,412 benefits since January – 224 veteran license plates (does not include branch plates), 111 tax, tuition and fee exemption applications from August 2021 to April 2022 – just under 1,000, and 45 Hunting and Fishing license applications.

· 87 county service officers accredited. 

· Have a memorandum of agreement with the VFW to have cross accreditation with IDVA.  This allows individuals accredited with IDVA to look into the veteran benefit system when the power of attorney is held by the VFW.   

· 2 vacancies in the DSO positions.  Trying to get them filled before the state hiring freeze.

· CVSO conference will be held in person again this year.  

· Claims management system we use was purchased by another company.  86 counties are currently using the system we now have over 157,000 veterans in the system.  


Mike Thompson, Division Reports

· Joe Devito went over the Division Reports while discussing the Annual Report.
Adjournment 3:00





 

Next meetings






Date


Location
July 12, 2022


Madison, IN/Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery
October 11, 2022


Indiana Veterans Home
January 11, 2023


Indiana Veterans’ Center

April 12, 2023


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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