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USDA Foods Fair Share Policy

USDA Foods Entitlement:
Each recipient agency (RA), which includes schools and residential childcare institutions (RCCIs), has a dollar value of USDA Foods it is eligible to receive, based on the number of reimbursable lunches served in the previous school year, multiplied by the current per-meal value. This amount is known as entitlement value at the state level and Planned Assistance Level (PAL) dollars at the RA level. RAs that have their meals vended or catered are ineligible to receive entitlement funds for USDA Foods.

Equitable Distribution
This process ensures that USDA Foods are distributed equitably among participating RAs , considering their needs, average daily participation, usage and the availability of USDA Foods. 

When surplus USDA Foods are available, they are offered to states on a fair-share basis, which means each state receives a portion based on its needs and participation in USDA programs. Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) allocates USDA Foods to RAs participating in the National School Lunch (NSLP)  and/or Summer Food Service (SFSP) Programs based on a formula that considers the number of reimbursable lunches or meals served, and the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) current per-meal value of donated foods which are USDA Foods. 

Bonus USDA Foods
Bonus USDA Foods are offered to states based on agricultural surpluses and Section 32 Foods and 416 Funds. When available, bonus USDA Foods, which are above and beyond entitlement foods, are also offered on a fair-share basis. 
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