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Criteria for Disability Categories: Speech and/or Language Impairment

Date Completed: __________________	Student Name: _______________________________
School Number: ___________________	School Name: ________________________________
Initial Evaluation: _____			Reevaluation: _____

This form is designed to help school teams determine special education eligibility for speech and/or language impairment as defined by Indiana Article 7, Rule 41. It is intended to be used as part of a comprehensive special education evaluation. The student’s case conference committee (CCC) should complete this form to assess whether a student meets the eligibility criteria for speech and/or language impairment in either an initial evaluation or reevaluation.  
511 Indiana Administrative Code (IAC) 7-32-34  – Eligibility Defined
A student is eligible for special education and related services if:
1. The CCC determines, in accordance with this article, that the student’s disability or impairment adversely affects their educational performance and, as a result, the student requires special education or related services; or
2. The CCC determines that the student has a developmental delay as described in 511 IAC 7-41-6 and, as a result, requires special education or related services.
For speech and language impairments, consideration must be given to exclusionary factors, including bilingualism. A student is not eligible for special education and related services as a student with a language or speech impairment solely because their native language is not English. A bilingual or multilingual student may be a student with a language or speech impairment only if the impairment is exhibited in all languages spoken by the student. 
















1. Language Impairment
Both yes/no options must have a selection.

	· ____  Not Applicable		_____  No concerns in this area of communication

	____  Yes
	____  No
	With consideration to the student’s native language, language background, age, and other factors, the student demonstrates characteristics of a language impairment in the area of language form, content, or use in: 
· Word retrieval
· Phonology
· Morphology
· Syntax
· Semantics
· Pragmatics

	Ensure the following evaluation requirements were completed when considering eligibility: 
· An assessment of the following: 
· Progress in the general education curriculum that includes an analysis of any interventions used to address academic concerns leading to the referral for educational evaluation
· Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills, social interaction skills, response to sensory experiences, relevant family and environmental information
· An observation of the student in their learning environment to document the student’s academic performance in the area of difficulty
· This observation may include information gathered prior to the time the student was referred for evaluation
· In the event of a child who is less than school age or out of school, the observation must take place in an appropriate environment for that student
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation are necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
· Inform the student's case conference committee of the student’s special education and related services needs

	____  Yes
	____  No
	The student’s language impairment adversely affects the student’s educational performance. 
· Academic achievement:
· A student’s performance in relation to the continuum of the Indiana Academic Standards, including the foundations of the standards. This may include performance on norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and other achievement measures.
· Functional performance:
· A measure of skills, behaviors, and knowledge necessary to achieve self-sufficiency in areas that support those defined by academic achievement. This may include physical habits, personal care skills, habits of learning, and/or independent learning skills.








2. Speech Impairment
2.1 Speech Sound Production: Articulation/Phonology

	· ____  Not Applicable		_____  No concerns in this area of communication

	____  Yes
	____  No
	Considering the student’s native language, language background, dialect age, and other factors, the student’s speech sound production (i.e., articulation) is impaired. 

	Ensure the following evaluation requirements were completed when considering eligibility: 
· An assessment of the following: 
· The student's skills in: 
· Articulation
· Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills
· Social interaction skills
· Oral motor skills
· Responses to sensory experiences
· Relevant family and environmental information
· At least one observation of the student’s speech completed by a speech-language pathologist
· If an organic cause is suspected, a statement from a physician describing the student’s medical needs and any limitations to communication training
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation are necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
· Inform the student's case conference committee of the student’s special education and related services needs

	____  Yes
	____  No
	The student’s intelligibility is below the expected range for their age. Intelligibility ratings as documented by school staff or caregivers indicate an impact across environments. 

	____  Yes
	____  No
	The student’s language impairment adversely affects the student’s educational performance. 
· Academic achievement:
· A student’s performance in relation to the continuum of the Indiana Academic Standards, including the foundations to the standards.This may include performance on norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and other achievement measures.
· Functional performance:
· A measure of skills, behaviors, and knowledge necessary to achieve self-sufficiency in areas that support those defined by academic achievement. This may include physical habits, personal care skills, habits of learning, and/or independent learning skills.








2.2 Speech - Voice
	· ____  Not Applicable		_____  No concerns in this area of communication

	____  Yes
	____  No
	With consideration of the student’s native language, language background, dialect age, and other factors, there is evidence of voice impairment not due to temporary physical factors (such as allergies, short-term vocal abuse, puberty) but not due to acute respiratory virus or infection.

	Ensure the following evaluation requirements were completed when considering eligibility: 
· An assessment of the following: 
· The student's skills in: 
· Voice
· Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills
· Social interaction skills
· Oral motor skills
· Responses to sensory experiences
· Relevant family and environmental information
· At least one observation of the student’s speech completed by a speech-language pathologist
· If an organic cause is suspected, a statement from a physician describing the student’s medical needs and any limitations to communication training
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information, collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation, necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
· Inform the student's case conference committee of the student’s special education and related services needs

	____  Yes
	____  No
	With consideration given to the student’s age, culture, language background, and dialect, the student demonstrates characteristics of a voice impairment, which includes (check at least one): 
· The student’s vocal volume, including loudness
· The student’s vocal pitch, including range, inflection, and/or appropriateness
· The student’s vocal quality, including breathiness, hoarseness, or harshness
· The student’s vocal resonance, including hypernasality

	____  Yes
	____  No
	The student’s language impairment adversely affects the student’s educational performance.
· Academic achievement:
· A student’s performance in relation to the continuum of the Indiana Academic Standards, including the foundations to the standards. This may include performance on norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and other achievement measures.
· Functional performance:
· A measure of skills, behaviors, and knowledge necessary to achieve self-sufficiency in areas that support those defined by academic achievement. This may include physical habits, personal care skills, habits of learning, and/or independent learning skills.






2.3 Speech: Fluency

	· ____  Not Applicable		_____  No concerns in this area of communication

	____  Yes
	____  No
	With consideration to the student’s native language, language background, dialect age, and other factors, the student demonstrates speaking patterns consistent with a fluency disorder.  

	Ensure the following evaluation requirements were completed when considering eligibility: 
· An assessment of the following: 
· The student's skills in: 
· Fluency
· Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills
· Social interaction skills
· Oral motor skills
· Responses to sensory experiences
· Relevant family and environmental information
· At least one observation of the student’s speech completed by a speech-language pathologist
· If an organic cause is suspected, a statement from a physician describing the student’s medical needs and any limitations to communication training
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information, collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation, necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
· Inform the student's case conference committee of the student’s special education and related services needs

	____  Yes
	____  No
	The student’s language impairment adversely affects the student’s educational performance. 
· Academic achievement:
· A student’s performance in relation to the continuum of the Indiana Academic Standards, including the foundations to the standards. This may include performance on norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and other achievement measures.
· Functional performance:
· A measure of skills, behaviors, and knowledge necessary to achieve self-sufficiency in areas that support those defined by academic achievement. This may include physical habits, personal care skills, habits of learning, and/or independent learning skills.



3. Augmentative and Alternative Communication

	____  Yes
	          ____  Not Applicable
	The CCC evaluated the student’s language by assessing the student’s augmentative and alternative communication skills, as appropriate, to determine the student’s needs.  







4. Exclusionary Factors
The CCC may not identify a speech or language impairment when differences in speech or language are based on home languages, culture, or dialect unless the student has a speech or language impairment within the student’s home languages, culture, or dialect. In determining whether the student has a speech or language impairment, the CCC must consider the following:
· The student’s background knowledge, stage of language acquisition, experience with narratives, and exposure to vocabulary to discern speech or language ability from speech or language differences, such as differences due to lack of exposure, stage of language acquisition, and cultural or behavioral expectations, and
· Based on the information and data collected, the CCC must determine whether the student’s speech or language skills result from a speech or language impairment or a difference due to culture, language background, or dialect.

	____  Yes
	____  No
	There are exclusionary factors to consider, including: 







5. Documentation of Required CCC Team Members
	Eligibility Area
	Required Multidisciplinary Team Members for Evaluation
(511 IAC 7-32-65)
	Case Conference Committee (CCC) Participants 
(511 IAC 7-42-3)

	Speech Impairment
	· 511 IAC 7-32-65 “Multidisciplinary team” 
· (1) At least one (1) teacher licensed in, or other specialist with knowledge in, the area of suspected disability, and
· (2) For a student with a suspected (C) speech impairment only, a speech-language pathologist may serve as the sole qualified professional on the multidisciplinary team.
	· For each CCC meeting, the public agency must designate a representative who is: 
· Knowledgeable about the availability of, and has the authority to commit, resources of the public agency;
· Qualified to provide or supervise the provision of specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of students with disabilities; and 
· Knowledgeable about the general education curriculum.
· (b) The public agency must ensure that the case conference participants include the following: 
· (1) Designated public agency representative;
· (2) One of the following:
· The student’s current teacher of record;
· In the case of a student with a language or speech impairment only, the speech-language pathologist;
· For a student whose initial eligibility is being considered, a teacher license in the area of the suspected disability;
· (3) At least one (1) of the student’s general education teachers;
· (4) An individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results. This may be a member described in 1-3; and
· (5) The parent of a student less than 18 years of age; or the student of legal age, unless the parent or student choose not to participate. 

	Language Impairment
	· 511 IAC 7-32-65 “Multidisciplinary team” 
· (1) At least one (1) teacher licensed in, or other specialist with knowledge in, the area of suspected disability, and
· (2) For a student with a suspected (B) language impairment, a speech-language pathologist and at least one (1) qualified professional from a different discipline based on upon the needs of the student.
	


6. Defining and Determining Eligibility and Educational Impact
Special education eligibility is defined both federally and at the state level. To be found eligible for special education or related services, the student’s CCC has determined that “a student’s disability or impairment adversely affects the student’s educational performance and, by reason thereof, the student needs special education or related services.” 
For a student to be eligible for special education, they must be found to have a disability with evidence and data to support that their disability adversely affects education performance. It must be found that  a student’s disability has a consistent and significant negative impact on their academic achievement, functional performance, or both the student’s academic achievement and functional performance (511 IAC 7-32-5).
511 IAC 7-32-5 “Adversely affects educational performance” 
 “Adversely affects educational performance” means that a student’s disability has a consistent and significant negative impact on: (1) the student’s: (A) academic achievement; or (B) functional performance; or (2) both the student’s academic achievement and functional performance.”
511 IAC 7-32-2 “Academic achievement” 
Academic achievement means a student’s performance in relation to the continuum of the Indiana academic standards, including the foundations to the standards. This may include performance on norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and other achievement measures. 
511 IAC 7-32-42 “Functional performance”
Functional performance means a measure of skills, behaviors, and knowledge necessary to achieve self-sufficiency in areas that support those defined by academic achievement. This may include the following: (1) Physical skills, such as sensory responses and fine and gross motor skills. (2) Personal care skills, such as the following: (A) Eating. (B) Dressing. (C) Maintaining hygiene. (3) Social-emotional adjustment, such as the following: (A) Interpersonal skills. (B) Intrapersonal regulation. (C) Habits of learning. (4) Independent living skills, such as the following: (A) Maintaining a household. (B) Managing health needs. (C) Using tools. (D) Shopping. (E) Budgeting. (F) Practicing safety. (G) Accessing transportation. (H) Recreation. (I) Accessing community.
Federal Definition of Eligibility for Special Education
· The student has an impairment. 
· There is an adverse educational impact. 
· There is a need for specially designed instruction.
Cutoffs and Scoring Considerations
· For standardized measures, scores that are at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean may be evidence of a disability. 
· Some assessment cutoffs may be -1 standard deviation.
· 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) §300.304 states that for determining special education eligibility, the evaluation should “Not use any single measure or assessment as the sole criterion for determining whether a child is a child with a disability.”
· Consideration of multiple assessment measures is necessary to truly determine if a child has a disability.
· The CCC is responsible for making the determination if the student is a student with a disability.
· The test is not the sole determinant of this.
· Ensure consideration is given to: 
· The student’s native language and culture;
· Conditions of the testing environment; and
· Individual student context/factors.

	Speech Impairment
	Language Impairment

	The student has a disability or impairment

	· An assessment of the following: 
· The student's skills in: 
· Articulation
· Fluency
· Voice
· Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills
· Social interaction skills
· Oral motor skills
· Responses to sensory experiences
· Relevant family and environmental information
· At least one observation of the student’s speech completed by a speech-language pathologist
· If an organic cause is suspected, a statement from a physician describing the student’s medical needs and any limitations to communication training
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information, collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation, necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
Inform the student's CCC of the student’s special education and related services needs.
	· An assessment of the following:
· Progress in the general education curriculum that includes an analysis of any interventions used to address academic concerns leading to the referral for educational evaluation
Current academic achievement
· A developmental history, including but not limited to: 
· Communication skills
· Social interaction skills
· Response to sensory experiences
· Relevant family and environmental information
· An observation of the student in their learning environment to document the student’s academic performance in the area of difficulty
· This observation may include information gathered prior to the time the student was referred for evaluation
· In the event of a child who is less than school age or out of school, the observation must take place in an appropriate environment for that student
· Available medical information that is educationally relevant
· Any other assessments and information, collected prior to referral or during the educational evaluation, necessary to: 
· Address exclusionary factors
· Determine eligibility for special education and related services
· Inform the students case conference committee of the student’s special education and related services needs



There is an adverse educational impact
Academic Achievement	Student’s spelling is negatively influenced by their speech sound errors/substitutions	Student is demonstrating reading difficulties or deficits in phonological awareness related to their errored sounds	May be potentially impacting reading comprehension and fluency	Difficulty with phonemic awareness activities (e.g., segmenting, blending)	Review of student work (e.g., spelling tests, assignments in class)	Curriculum-based assessment	Observations in a natural school setting	Review of education records or performance on grade-level or state assessments	Norm-referenced measures of academic achievement	Curriculum benchmarks	Difficulty responding appropriately to questions, both socially and regarding academic material	Difficulty understanding basic concepts (e.g., descriptors, adjectives, colors)	Difficulty with comprehending oral and/or written directions	Difficulty asking clarifying questions 	Difficulty identifying main idea and relevant supporting details; understanding fact vs. opinion; making predictions and/or inferences; understanding multiple-meaning words	Difficulty organizing thoughts for spoken or written academic work 	Difficulty understanding and using figurative language	Difficulty sequencing tasks
Functional Performance	Communication	Difficulty speaking clearly, resulting in a lack of communication clarity with teachers and peers	Speech-sound errors and phonological processes that are outside of the normal age of suppression for such processes	Difficulty understanding important ideas and details in conversations or stories	Limited vocabulary compared to grade-level peers	Difficulty describing objects, events, and/or actions	Difficulty maintaining a topic of conversation and clearly conveying ideas	Difficulty with word retrieval	Difficulty making requests to meet their needs	Difficulty with responding appropriately to age-appropriate questions, commands, and requests	Developmental	Difficulty building social connections with peers	Negative self-perception or low self-esteem	Evidence of frustration with decreased intelligibility	Lack of participation in class due to speech impairment	Difficulty with interpersonal skills or interpersonal regulation (i.e., turn-taking, personal space, answering questions, reciprocity)	Difficulty understanding figurative language, jokes, riddles, and puns	Difficulty initiating and sustaining conversations 	Difficulty understanding and utilizing non-verbal cues

Questions to gain input from teachers:
· Why does the student need services?
· How is this impacting the student in the classroom?

7. Disability Category Criteria Determination

Important note regarding eligibility determinations (511 IAC 7-40-6)(c): When determining eligibility for special education and related services, the CCC must... not rely on any single measure or assessment as the sole criterion for determining eligibility or appropriate educational services. 

	Initial Evaluation

	· Yes
	· No



	Reevaluation

	· Yes
	· No



Initial Evaluation	The student must meet the criteria in one of the sections above. (Ensure consideration has been given to 		exclusionary factors.)
☐ Yes	☐ No       The documentation of the criteria above demonstrates an impairment of speech or sound production, voice, fluency, or language that adversely affects academic achievement and/or functional performance. The student meets the disability category criteria under Speech or Language Impairment. A student whose disability has an adverse effect on educational performance must be found to require specially designed instruction in order to be eligible for special education.
Reevaluation
☐ Yes	☐ No       The student was previously found eligible as meeting the disability category criteria under Speech or Language Impairment and continues to have a disability that adversely affects the student’s academic achievement and/or functional performance. A student whose disability has an adverse effect on educational performance or development must be found to require specially designed instruction in order to continue to be eligible for special education. Explain or reference data or evidence that indicates the student continues to have a disability that adversely affects the student’s educational performance or development.
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