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Allowable Costs for Farm to School Fact Sheet 


The USDA determined that certain farm to school related costs were appropriate costs using program funds. School Nutrition Program (SNP) Sponsors need to use the chart below to assess if the cost of the Farm to School-related purchase is allowable under the non-profit food service account. 

	Farm to School/School Garden Allowable Cost Assessment Chart
If the answer is no, the cost is not allowable. 

	SNP Program Objectives
Do the activities support the SNP objectives and/or promote program improvement? (Including Nutrition Education)
	Yes
	No

	Meal Service Improvement
Does the purchase support the operation or improvement of meal service? 
	Yes
	No

	Reasonable Costs
Are the costs associated with these activities reasonable (i.e. proportional to the benefits and results)?
	Yes
	No

	Meal Pattern Compliance
Are the costs aligned with or supportive of National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program meal pattern compliance?
For instance, activities that enhance students’ preference for fruits and vegetables, increase the likelihood of students eating fruit and vegetables offered on the serving line.
	Yes 
	No

	Proportional Allocation for Staff Salaries 
In cases where only a portion of the Farm to School/School Garden Coordinator's time is spent directly in support of the SNP operation, does the site cover a portion of the coordinator’s salary that is deemed necessary, reasonable, and allocable?
	Yes
	No






The following items are common allowable costs, as long as they are utilized to produce food for the SNPs or to support agriculture or nutrition education, as it relates to the USDA Child Nutrition Program Standards. 
· Seeds
· Plant starts 
· Livestock purchased for use in the school meal program
· Soil
· Soil amendments and fertilizer 
· Wheelbarrows
· Hand tools
· Composting bins
· Local food for taste tests 
· Supplies for nutrition/agriculture education lessons
· Grow lights
· Rain barrels
· Raised beds 
· Hydroponic towers
· T-shirts for staff or posters to promote Farm to School initiatives
· Professional development for staff; like hiring a guest chef to teach how to process local products

The following expenses need prior approval:
· Paying for the salary or hourly wage of a Farm to School/School Garden Coordinator
· Animals used for educational purposes vs. livestock used in the school meal program 
· Structures 
· Plot rentals 
· Anything else not listed above

For additional guidance on allowable costs, refer to: 
· School Gardens Q and A 
· Farm to School and School Garden Expense

Questions? 
· Equipment purchases: scnprocurement@doe.in.gov 
· Allowable Farm to School costs: F2S@doe.in.gov
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