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Allowable Costs for Farm to CACFP Fact Sheet 
According to USDA, Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) funds can be used to support Farm to Early Childhood Education (ECE) activities. Use the following guidance to help decide if your Farm to ECE expense is allowed using CACFP funds.

First, ensure there is a non-food line item in the approved budget. For assistance adding a non-food budget line, reach out to your Field Specialist. 

The following are common allowable Farm to ECE items, as long as they are utilized to produce food for CACFP or to support agriculture and nutrition education: 
· Seeds
· Plant starts 
· Livestock purchased for use in the meal program
· Soil
· Soil amendments and fertilizer 
· Wheelbarrows
· Hand tools
· Local food for taste tests
· Supplies for agriculture and nutrition education lessons
· Composting bins
· Grow lights
· Rain barrels
· Raised beds 
· Hydroponic towers
· T-shirts for staff or posters to promote Farm to ECE initiatives

The following expenses need prior approval:  
· Salary or hourly wage of a Farm to ECE Coordinator
· Animals used for educational purposes vs.livestock used in the meal program
· Structures 
· Plot rentals 
· Anything else not listed above 

For additional guidance on allowable costs, refer to Local Foods in the Child and Adult Care Food Program with Questions and Answers.  

Questions? 
· Allowable Costs for CACFP: cacfp@doe.in.gov 
· Farm to ECE: F2S@doe.in.gov 
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