
Outlook may not display this message well. To view this email as a web page, click here.

September 12, 2025

A Message from Dr. Katie Jenner

As educators, we know that challenges often need to be tackled from

multiple different angles. That’s why, several years ago, when we

sounded the alarm on the literacy crisis in Indiana, we used the historic

$170 million investment to mount a multi-faceted approach to ensure

our students are proficient readers…starting with early literacy. This

included investing in tactics like the Literacy Cadre, IREAD at grade two,

and additional professional development aligned to science of reading.

A huge shoutout to the teachers and educational leaders across Indiana

who are making reading growth happen for students! 

While we have been able to achieve impressive gains in third grade

literacy, we still have yet to crack the code on adolescent literacy, or

more specifically, middle school literacy. In fact, in the current

nationwide landscape, there is not a proven statewide, scalable model

for supporting literacy for students in sixth through eighth grade. To put

our opportunity in perspective, based on Lexile data from the 2025

ILEARN summative assessment, 31% of students in sixth through eighth

grades were not reading at grade level. 

As we expand our focus to maximize results for middle school students, we are launching a competitive pilot

opportunity for schools, using vetted, approved vendors. Priorities will include programs that demonstrate

alignment to science of reading, are evidence-based, and are listed in the National Center for Intensive

Intervention or the What Works Clearinghouse. 

By using an outcomes-based contracting model, we will be able to contract with vendors for clear student

outcomes and compel accountability for achieving them. This model will safeguard taxpayer dollars by ensuring

vendors only get paid when they produce real results for students and families.

We look forward to sharing additional information regarding this opt-in opportunity for schools once we have

vetted and identified specific, qualified vendors specializing in reading interventions for students in sixth

through eighth grades.

Together, we must keep the urgency— supporting our teachers, engaging our parents, and continuing to grow

our partnerships that allow us to strategically and continuously improve for students. As always, thank you for

all that you do for Indiana students!

Legislative Updates

NEW: Teacher Appreciation Grant (TAG) Guidance for SY 2025-2026
Per IC 20-43-16, the TAG program is established to provide millions of dollars directly to schools and thousands of dollars to
Indiana’s educators to attract, reward, and retain teachers who significantly impact student outcomes. House Enrolled Act
(HEA) 1001-2025 outlines requirements which must be met in order to receive TAG dollars. This guidance document provides a
comprehensive overview of those requirements for the 2025-2026 school year. Each corporation and charter school must notify
the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) via this Jotform, by Friday, October 3, if they intend to participate or opt-out. Please
contact TAG@doe.in.gov with any questions.

REMINDER: Clarification on Senate Enrolled Act (SEA) 482
Recently we have had an increased number of school leaders, parents, and other stakeholders reach out for clarity on the
implications of SEA 482, a new law passed in 2025 regarding school attendance. 

The primary change as a result of SEA 482 is that schools will now report additional data regarding the type of excused

absence. Many schools already collect this data, which allows schools, educators, parents/families to work together to support
the student, as well as triage attendance challenges, as needed. 

There is not an impact on students or families, as SEA 482 does not change who decides what counts as an excused or
unexcused absence. Local school boards and district policies still make those decisions. An excused absence could include,
but is not limited to, illness verified by communication from parent/guardian, illness verified by communication from a
healthcare provider, a family funeral, absences related to deployment and return for military-connected families, etc. 

There are no penalties for excused absences in Indiana law. State law only requires intervention after 10 or more unexcused

absences. Any decision beyond this is determined locally. 

REMINDER: 2025 Legislative Guidance 
Following the close of each legislative session, the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) immediately begins working to
implement newly-enacted legislation impacting K-12 education, which includes compiling guidance for schools and educators.
This guidance is a product of robust cross-agency collaboration and partnership with countless stakeholders. This is an
iterative document that will continue to be updated and improved in collaboration with educators.

Office of Accountability

NEW: 2025 Graduation Rate Caps 
Schools should be checking graduation rates on the EdData Graduation Report. The ‘OFFICIAL’ State Grad Rate is the state grad
rate with the Alternate Diploma and waiver caps applied. This is the public facing state graduation rate and is the grad rate that
is used in all accountability measures. In the 2025 cohort, waivers are capped at 6% of grads and alternate diplomas are capped
at 1% of the graduation cohort (or 1 student for schools with fewer than 100 students in their cohort). These caps are for
graduation rate calculation purposes only. Contact IDOE’s Office of Accountability with any questions.

REMINDER: 2025 Cohort Mandatory and Voluntary Graduation Rate Audit
All schools that are subject to the mandatory graduation rate audit of the 2025 cohort have been notified by email. If you did not
receive an email and/or are unsure if your school was selected, please check the list of mandatory audit schools (Enrollment
key: “AccountabilityCommunity”). Every high school should review their 2025 cohort. If there are students in the 2025 cohort
with an incorrect (non-graduate) cohort status, please submit those students on the voluntary graduation rate audit template. All
schools are welcome to participate in the voluntary graduation rate audit, and it is the final opportunity to request a change to
the 2025 cohort. The mandatory and voluntary graduation rate audits will be open from Wednesday, October 1, through Friday,
October 24. Contact IDOE’s Office of Accountability with any questions.

Office of Assessment

NEW: Mathematics Process Task Examples
Indiana’s newly implemented ILEARN Mathematics Through-Year assessment will no longer include a mathematics
performance task as part of the summative assessment. Instead, math process standards are measured with items embedded
in the summative computer-adaptive test. These Mathematics process tasks (MPTs) ask students to demonstrate key aspects
of the process standards within grade-level content situations. The MPTs will be field tested in spring 2026. Examples of MPTs
are available on the ILEARN webpage, and additional information (such as item specifications and proficiency level descriptors)
will be available soon on the Mathematics Assessment Framework. Contact the Office of Student Assessment with any
questions.

Office of Educator Talent and the Literacy Center

NEW: 2026 Indiana Teacher of the Year Top Three Finalists Announced
IDOE is excited to announce the top three finalists for the 2026 Indiana Teacher of the Year. The 2026 Indiana Teacher of the
Year will be announced in October. Details on the top three finalists can be found here. For more information on the Indiana
Teacher of the Year program, contact intoy@doe.in.gov.

REMINDER: IDOE Renewing and Expanding Recruitment and Hiring Resources - Opt in Today
IDOE is excited to announce the renewal of our partnership with Nimble to continue providing Indiana schools with free access
to Nimble’s applicant tracking system and access to post on the statewide job board which sees over 100,000 job seekers
annually. We have also expanded the engagement to further support schools with teacher recruitment. Coming in 2026, all
schools will have access to a premium recruiting service that delivers high quality candidates looking for teaching positions in
your area. To learn more, schedule a call with our partners at Nimble or opt in today. Contact the Office of Educator Talent with
any questions.

REMINDER: Application Window Now Open for the 2025 Educational Excellence Awards
The fourth annual Indiana Educational Excellence Awards Gala will be held in Indianapolis on Friday, November 21. Financial
awards will be granted to schools to celebrate their progress and achievement in supporting student excellence and growth.
Schools who wish to be considered for an award should complete an application here by Friday, September 26, at 5 p.m. ET.
Contact the Office of Educator Talent with any questions.

REMINDER: Teacher Nominations Open for the 2025 Educational Excellence Awards
In preparation for the fourth annual Educational Excellence Awards Gala in Indianapolis on Friday, November 21, IDOE is now
accepting award nominations for outstanding teachers! Stakeholders are invited to nominate an excellent educator via this form
by Friday, September 26, at 5 p.m. ET. Winners will be invited by IDOE to attend the awards gala to celebrate their achievement
and dedication to serving Hoosier students. All certified Indiana teachers are eligible. Contact the Office of Educator Talent with
any questions.

REMINDER: Weekly Office Hours Preferred Universal Screener Acadience Reading
Acadience Learning, Inc. will hold weekly office hours every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. ET through Wednesday, September 24.
This is for school leaders and educators to support the implementation of the assessment as the state’s preferred screener.
Click here to join each week. More information can also be found on the Indiana Acadience webpage here. Contact IDOE’s
Literacy Center with any questions. 

REMINDER: Early Literacy Professional Development Approval and Praxis Voucher Request
Educators who have completed 80-hours of professional development will complete this form to verify details of their training
and upload their completion certificates. Once the professional development has been approved, IDOE will issue a confirmation
letter that will be used by the educator to support the early literacy endorsement application in LVIS. The FAQ with additional
information regarding the early literacy endorsement can be found here, and we will continue to add additional questions and
answers as they arise. Contact IDOE’s Literacy Center with any questions. 

REMINDER: Keys to Literacy No Cost Professional Development for Early Literacy Endorsement 
IDOE Early Literacy Endorsement Professional Development is available to current eligible Indiana educators who hold a valid
professional educator license and teach in a content area that involves literacy instruction for PK-5 students. Eligible licensed
Indiana educators may participate, at no cost, in Keys to Literacy. Registration is available here for those who are eligible, but
space is limited. Contact IDOE's Literacy Center with any questions.

Office of Information Technology

REMINDER: Support for Accurate October Data Certification
The October Certification Dashboard is now available to all schools to show trends in year to year data. School users can
access this report in EdData. It is critical for school leaders and data teams to review these reports since they help detect
anomalies which can only be evaluated at the local level. Data trends are available for Pupil Enrollment, Graduation (fall
graduates for 2024-2025), Membership, Multilingual Learners, Course Outcomes (summer 2025) Staff Employment, and school
calendars. This approach is part of the overall effort to review data prior to certification and avoid post-certification corrections.
Contact help.doe.in.gov with any questions.

REMINDER: Take Advantage of No-Cost Cybersecurity Services Available Through IOT/SLCGP to
Improve Cybersecurity Posture
The Indiana Office of Technology (IOT) is providing no-cost services to all public schools in Indiana. These include:

CrowdStrike Falcon Complete Licenses for all staff workstations and servers: provides a software that is monitored by a
24/7 secure operations center (SOC), automatically detects/blocks cyber threats, and allows cyber professionals to
respond and alert your IT team, even at 2 a.m. on a Saturday.
KnowBe4 for all staff workstations: provides access to conduct phishing exercises with staff and offers video training.
posters, and documents.
Udemy for all IT and central office employees: provides access to a comprehensive training library including
cybersecurity, IT certification, leadership development, office suite, and project management courses.
Cybersecurity assessments: provide a no-cost cybersecurity assessment of your schools cybersecurity posture,
including a final report and recommendations for next steps that can be shared with school leadership/school board
members.

Click here for more information on IOT Local Government services or contact IDOE’s Office of Information Technology with
additional questions.

Office of School Finance

NEW:  Federal Fund Reimbursement Requests Required Back Up
IDOE is required to obtain all supporting documentation for reimbursement requests beyond the end date of the grant award
(i.e., federal award ending 09/30 requires reimbursement request received from October 1, through December 15, on the closing
grant), have supporting documentation accompanying the reimbursement request to ensure that all activities and related
expenses took place within the associated period of availability for the federal project being charged.  

Document(s) supporting the reimbursement request to ensure grantees are accounting for the total amount requested and that
expenses were properly encumbered by Tuesday, September, 30, must be submitted. Acceptable documentation may include:

Paid dates
Receipts or invoices showing as payment
Purchase order or encumbrance dates (handwritten is not acceptable)
Ledger or computer document showing dates and expenses (Excel is not acceptable)
Amounts total the reimbursement request reviewed

Please include this information with your reimbursement request submissions. Contact IDOE’s Office of Special Education with
questions.

REMINDER: School Summer School Reimbursement Due Monday, September 15
Thank you to those that have already submitted reimbursement requests. The window to submit final 2025 summer school
costs is open through Monday, September 15. Instructions for submitting summer school costs can be found in this memo.
Contact IDOE's Office of School Finance with any questions.

Office of School Support and Transformation

REMINDER: Update on School Improvement Plan Expectations
House Enrolled Act (HEA) 1002-2025, passed during the 2025 legislative session, repealed IC 20-31-5, eliminating the
requirement for Indiana schools to submit state-level School Improvement Plans (SIPs) beginning with the 2025-2026 school
year. While continuous improvement planning remains a best practice, submission is no longer mandated by the state.
Submission is still required for schools federally designated under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA):

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) schools must upload their CNA/SIP via the Link Portal under the
School Improvement tile.
Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) and Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI) schools must
submit SIPs to their local education agency (LEA). Uploading to the Link Portal is optional.

The submission window is now open through Friday, October 3. For templates and additional details, see the full memo here.
Contact IDOE’s Office of School Support and Transformation with any questions. 

REMINDER: Recipients of Next Generation School Improvement Grant, Cohort 5 Announced
The Office of School Support and Transformation is pleased to announce the recipients of the Next Generation School
Improvement Grant, Cohort 5, a federally funded initiative to transform educational opportunities in schools identified for
additional support under Indiana’s approved ESSA plan. Grant recipients will receive one year’s worth of planning funds followed
by funding for three years of implementation. More information can be found in the Next Generation School Improvement Grant
Award Summary. Contact IDOE’s Office of School Support and Transformation with any questions.

Office of Student Pathways and Opportunities

NEW: Alternative Education New Program Proposal Submissions for the 2026-2027 School Year
The submission window for new Alternative Education program proposals for operation in the 2026-2027 school year will be
open from Wednesday, October 1, through March 31, 2026. The proposal link can be found here, under Documents and
Resources. Currently approved alternative education programs that wish to establish a new alternative education program
should consult with IDOE’s Alternative Education Team for guidance. Contact the IDOE’s Alternative Education team with any
questions. 

REMINDER: Work-Based Learning Menu of Experiences
To support the ongoing implementation of the new Indiana high school diploma, IDOE and the Indiana Commission for Higher
Education Career and Technical Education Team have collaborated on Work-Based Learning (WBL) guidance. The WBL Menu
of Experiences provides a summary of different types of WBL experiences available to students aligned to Indiana’s new
diploma requirements and Honors Seals. The menu includes links to examples of highlighted WBL experiences currently
available to students across the state. It also includes additional guidance on the WBL definition approved within the diploma
requirements to help stakeholders understand the key elements necessary for a WBL experience to count towards graduation
requirements. The WBL Menu of Experiences can be found here. Contact CTE@che.in.gov with any questions.

Office of Student, School, and Family Engagement

NEW: Vision and Hearing Screening
Indiana Code requires public school corporations, including charter schools, to conduct vision and hearing screenings for
students, including both in-person and virtual learners, in specific grade levels.

Vision Screening: IC 20-34-3-12 requires public and charter schools to conduct a near and distant visual acuity screening
for students in kindergarten or first grade, students in third, fifth, and eighth grades, as well as students suspected of
having a visual deficit. In addition to the visual acuity screening conducted by the school corporation or charter school, a
more extensive visual screening using the Modified Clinical Technique (MCT) performed by a licensed eye professional,
is required for students in kindergarten or first grade.

Hearing Screening: IC 20-34-3-14 requires public and charter schools to conduct a hearing screening for students in first,
fourth, seventh, and tenth grades, students who have transferred into the school corporation, as well as students
suspected of having a hearing deficit.

Resources such as the Indiana Vision Screening Guidelines, the Indiana Hearing Screening Guidelines, and memos related to
vision and hearing screening can be found on the IDOE Hearing and Vision Screening webpage.

REMINDER: Webinar Series for Foster Youth and McKinney-Vento Points of Contact
IDOE and Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) are hosting a webinar series for local ESSA/Foster and McKinney-
Vento/Homeless points of contact. Registration is required and schools are encouraged to share the webinar links with any
staff who may benefit from attending. See this flyer for more information. Contact FosterYouth@doe.in.gov with any questions.

Offices of Special Education, English Learning and Migrant
Education

NEW: Spread the Word Resources
The Office of Special Education has created new resource documents regarding Extended School Year Services, Special
Education Evaluations of English Learners, and Related Services. Visit the Office of Special Education’s webpage to view all
Spread the Word resource documents. Contact IDOE’s Office of Special Education with any questions.

NEW: FY2026 IDEA, Part B Applications
The FY 2026 Part B Applications and Instructions have been posted on Moodle in the FY 2026 Grant Information folder.
Applications for 611 and 619 are due to the grant management system on or before the following dates:

611: Friday, October 3, 2025
619: Friday, October 3, 2025
Mandatory CCEIS: Saturday, October 25, 2025

A checklist has been inserted into each application to assist with completion and to assist LEAs in avoiding common mistakes. 

New charter schools for 2025-2026 will be eligible for Part B funding in January 2026 and will be contacted by our office with
instructions at that time.

All questions and concerns should be directed to your LEA’s assigned fiscal specialist. A list of the LEA fiscal specialist
assignments has been placed in the Office of Special Education Moodle Community> Fiscal> Part B Grants for Special
Education> LEA Assigned Specialists.

NEW: FY2026 IDEA, Part B Allocations
The allocations for FY 2026 IDEA, Part B have been posted to Moodle in the Allocations’ file of the FY 2026 Grant Information
folder. There are three columns of allocations on the spreadsheet: 611, 619, and CCEIS. For LEAs that have been mandated to
use Part B funding for CCEIS, the required 15% has been removed from the calculated 611 allocation. The amount listed in the
611 column is the funding remaining to be budgeted on special education. For LEAs that have not been mandated to use CCEIS
funds, there will be no amount listed in the third column. 

NEW: RoboKind Grant Recipients Announced
Recipients for the 2025-2026 RoboKind Grant have been announced. This grant is designed to provide funds to purchase
technology and professional development to improve the social and behavioral skills for students with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD). Contact IDOE’s Office of Special Education with questions.

NEW: EL Office Hours (Title III Walkthrough) Postponed - New Date to be Announced
The upcoming EL Office Hours session scheduled for Thursday, September 18, has been postponed. IDOE’s English Learning
team is currently working on rescheduling the session and will announce the new date soon. Please contact IDOE’s Office of
English Learning and Migrant Education with questions.

NEW: Home Language Survey (HLS) Amendment Request Deadline
When attempting to change a student’s language assignment from a non-English language to English, an HLS Amendment
Request is required to be completed and sent to IDOE for review prior to a change occurring. Due to the time needed for review
and the volume of requests at the beginning of a school year, HLS Amendment Requests must be submitted by Friday,
September 19, to be reviewed prior to the October 1 Multilingual Learner Report count date. Due to FERPA, HLS Amendment
Request forms along with the student’s original HLS must be faxed. The HLS Amendment Request guidance and form can be
found in the Compliance Documents section of IDOE’s English Learning and Migrant Education webpage. Contact IDOE’s Office
of English Learning and Migrant Education with questions.

NEW: IDOE Special Programs Multilingual Learner Supplemental Guide Now Available
IDOE’s English Learning (EL) team has created a resource to support users accessing IDOE Special Programs for multilingual
learner documentation. IDOE’s Special Programs for Multilingual Learners: A Supplemental Guide is now available for reference
in addition to the IDOE Special Programs User Guide and includes information regarding platform features, data population,
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) creation, and EL reports. Contact IDOE’s Office of English Learning and Migrant Education with
questions.

NEW: 2025-2026 Certificate of Multilingual Proficiency Participation Registration Now Open
The Certificate of Multilingual Proficiency (CoMP), Indiana’s Seal of Biliteracy, is awarded to seniors who demonstrate high
levels of proficiency in English and another language. It is a great way to celebrate students’ achievement in world language and
honor the home language of English learners and heritage speakers. School corporations or nonpublic schools intending on
participating in Indiana’s CoMP must renew their registration annually. Those wishing to participate in the 2025-2026 school
year must sign up using this form by March 31, 2026. For more information, see the Certificate of Multilingual Proficiency
webpage. LEAs can use this data template to track student progress and assist with data reporting at the end of the year.
Contact IDOE’s Office of English Learning and Migrant Education with questions.

REMINDER: 2025-2026 Special Education Director Outreach Opportunities
The Office of Special Education is offering multiple support opportunities for Indiana special education directors and
administrators through the 2025-2026 school year. The Directors Symposium is held monthly to provide relevant policy and
resource updates that guide directors toward higher rates of compliance in their corporation’s reporting. Lead and Listen
sessions enable the OSE director and specialists to address submitted follow-up questions regarding the Directors
Symposium. New Director Community Chats are also held monthly for special education directors and administrators, new to
their positions within the last three years, to ask questions and gain additional information following the Directors Symposium.
Specific information, including dates, times, and registration information can be found here. Please direct any questions about
director outreach opportunities to spedassistance@doe.in.gov. 

REMINDER: Office Hours for FY26 IDEA Part B 611 and 619 Applications
The Office of Special Education’s Part B fiscal team will be hosting office hours to assist LEAs with completing the FY 2026 611-
and 619-Part B grant applications.  A checklist has been included in each application to assist LEAs in accurately completing
each application. 

Join the 60-minute sessions to get answers to Part B questions or help with the completion and submission process. The
following dates and times are scheduled for Part B Office Hours:

Tuesday September 16, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. ET
Friday September 19, from 11 a.m. to noon ET

Contact IDOE’s Office of Special Education with any questions.

REMINDER: Encumber All FY 2024 Part B Grant Funds by Tuesday, September 30
To ensure sufficient time for budget modification review and approval, submit all FY 2024 IDEA Part B grant budget modification
requests by Monday, September 15. All FY 2024 Part B funds must be encumbered by Tuesday, September 30. The FY 2024 Part
B grant reimbursement requests must be submitted to specialedpartb@doe.in.gov by Monday, December 15. IDEA Part B
monitoring reports are now past due, please submit ASAP. All Part B grant forms and related guidance are available under Part B
Grants for Special Education in the Office of Special Education Moodle Community’s Fiscal section. Contact IDOE’s Office of
Special Education at partbgrants@doe.in.gov with any questions.

REMINDER: IDEA Equitable Services Consultation Due Monday, September 15
Evidence of initial consultation for IDEA Proportionate Share equitable services with all non-public schools located within your
district boundaries is due by Monday, September 15. As a reminder, the submission should include evidence of the consultation
with non-public schools that is required to prepare for the 2025-2026 school year. IDOE provided an Affirmation of Consultation
template for IDEA services which is available in Moodle. If a non-public school(s) is unresponsive, documentation of good faith
efforts to provide consultation must be submitted.  For more information, the IDEA Consultation Best Practices presentation
slides are available in Moodle (Fiscal>>Part B>>Guidance Documents>>Presentations).

All submissions should be submitted via email to ombudsman@doe.in.gov. Please include the 4-digit corporation number in the
email subject line (e.g., 0000 - Initial Consultation Documents). Contact ombudsman@doe.in.gov with any questions. 

Offices of Curriculum and Instruction, Digital Learning, and
Kindergarten Readiness

NEW: Indiana Learns Learning Partner Applications Opening Soon
Learning Partner applications for Indiana Learns, a statewide grant program providing high-dosage math and reading tutoring to
students, will soon open for the 2025-2026 program year. All previously approved learning partners must re-apply to serve
students during this program year. For the 2025-2026 program year, School Learning Partner eligibility is currently limited to
school corporations with schools designated as Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI), Targeted Support and
Improvement (TSI), or Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI). School corporations with no schools under these
designations may be approved to offer services contingent upon additional funds becoming available. More information about
SIG requirements can be found here. Organizational Learning Partners must also complete a new learning partner application
for the 2025-2026 program year. School corporations and organizations interested in partnering with Indiana Learns can
apply here, beginning Monday, September 15. Questions can be directed to info@indianalearns.org.

NEW: PD with IDOE - Reading Universe
Join presenters from Reading Universe and IDOE’s Office of Literacy as they showcase the latest tools and insights from the
new Reading Universe collection in the Indiana Learning Lab. On Wednesday, September 24, at 4 p.m. ET, this session will
provide a deep dive into the RU Taxonomy, offering educators and literacy leaders resources to support reading instruction.
Whether you're new to Reading Universe or looking to expand your use of its resources, register here. Contact IDOE’s Digital
Learning Team with any questions.

REMINDER: Public Comment Window Continues for Indiana Academic Standards for World
Language 
Committees of K-12 and postsecondary world language educators convened to recommend updates to the Indiana Academic
Standards for World Language (Classical-Modern, East Asian, and Heritage Language Learners). The draft standards are
available for public comment through 11:45 p.m. ET on Friday, September 26. Use this Jotform to access all three sets of draft
standards and detailed instructions for participating in this process. Educator committees will consider all additional feedback
and formalize for IDOE upon conclusion of this three-week period. Contact IDOE’s Office of Curriculum and Instruction with
questions.

Office of Title Grants and Support

REMINDER: Title Grants Quarterly Meeting 
The Title Grants and Support Team will continue hosting a meeting each quarter to provide updates regarding federal grants.
The quarterly meetings will be hosted on Thursdays at 10 a.m. ET. Please join us at our next meeting scheduled on Thursday,
September 18. Contact TitleI@doe.in.gov with any questions.

REMINDER: September Coffee Chat 
Join the Title Grants and Support team for monthly Coffee Chats. Coffee Chats are the last Thursday of the month at 10 a.m. ET.
September’s topic will cover Euna Grants. Please join us via Microsoft Teams here on Thursday, September 25, and forward this
link to necessary stakeholders within your district. Please contact TitleI@doe.in.gov with any questions. 

REMINDER: FFY2025/FY2026 Pre-application is now available
The FFY2025/FY2026 Pre-application is now available through the Title Grants Pre-app Moodle. All instructions, forms, and
submission information may be found within the Moodle course. The Pre-application was due July 1, 2025 (please note,
reimbursement eligibility begins July 1, 2025, or the date at which the Pre-application is submitted in reviewable format,
whichever is later). Please contact titlei@doe.in.gov with any questions. 

REMINDER: FFY2025 (FY2026) McKinney-Vento Application Now Open
The McKinney-Vento Grant Application is open through Friday, September 19, to local education agencies (LEAs) that reported
homeless students for the 2024-2025 school year. The McKinney-Vento grant provides funding to LEAs to support the unique
needs and challenges that homeless children and youth face when enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school. LEAs may
apply individually or as a consortium. Please use this link to access the application. Reimbursement eligibility begins August 8,
2025, or the date at which the application is submitted in reviewable format, whichever is later. Contact
McKinneyVentoPOC@doe.in.gov with any questions. 

REMINDER: Ed-Flex Waiver 
Due to the delay in receiving Title IV allocation amounts, the Ed-Flex waiver application for waiver #4 is now due Saturday,
September 30 for the FFY25 Title IV budget application. As noted in the Ed-Flex FAQ, applications for waiver use in cohort 2 are
required annually, or per federal fiscal year (FFY) for Title IV budget applications. For questions regarding waiver #4, please
contact TitleIV@doe.in.gov.

REMINDER: 2024-2025 McKinney-Vento Subgrant Amendments
The 2024-2025 McKinney-Vento subgrant amendment deadline is Monday, September 15. Any grantee seeking to amend their
approved budget must submit an amendment form to McKinneyVentoPOC@doe.in.gov prior to this deadline.

Indiana Commission for Higher Education

REMINDER: Learn More Indiana and Indiana529 Contest
As part of College GO! 2025, Learn More Indiana and Indiana529 are hosting a contest. Students in grades K-12 can visit
LearMoreIndiana.org/collegego and complete a short survey for a chance to win a $1,000 Indiana529 account deposit. The
contest closes on Friday, November 21.

News From Our Partners

NEW FROM INDIANA UNIVERSITY: Luddy School of Computing Tech Quest 2025
Computing and Technology Teachers - Please share this unique tech opportunity with your students! Indiana high school
students are invited to attend the inaugural Luddy School of Informatics Computing and Engineering Tech Quest. Join us from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. ET on Saturday, October 4, for an action-packed day of challenges, scholarship awards, and fun! Students can
work with Indiana University Faculty and current students on digital fabrication, software design, cybersecurity, and more!
Students can access this link to learn more and register for this free event. Donuts, pizza and T-shirts are provided. Please
contact Michele Roberts for more information. 

NEW FROM THE WEISS CENTER: IDEA Public Reporting Webinar
Please join the Weiss Center for their upcoming webinar, IDEA Public Reporting Access for All: How the Weiss Center Can
Support You, on Tuesday, September 30, from 3 to 4 p.m. ET. During the webinar, participants will learn about Weiss Center
resources, products, and solutions designed to help you build and sustain accessibility practices in your Part B and Part C
programs. Learn how Weiss Center technical assistance can provide individualized support to you and your program through a
partnership of IDEA experts and accessibility experts. This event will be recorded. Learn more and register for the September
webinar here. 

NEW FROM THE INSTITUTE FOR WORKFORCE EXCELLENCE: Submit a Work-Based Learning
Conference Proposal
Submit your presentation proposals for the Indiana Work-Based Learning Conference on January 27! Presentations must align
with one of the following topics: Workforce Ecosystems: Collaborate to Elevate, Beyond the Metrics: Measuring What Matters in
WBL, Work-Based Learning 3.0: Access for All, Quality at Scale, and Guided by Industry, Aligning Learning with Labor Market
Demand. Presentation proposals must be submitted by Monday, September 15. Contact the Institute for Workforce Excellence
with any questions.

NEW FROM THE INSTITUTE FOR WORKFORCE EXCELLENCE: Nominations Open for 20th Annual
Impact Awards
The awards luncheon will be held on January 27, 2026, as part of the Indiana Work-Based Learning Conference. All nominees
will be honored during the event. Nominations are open in the following categories: Work-Based Learner of the Year, Career
Development Professional of the Year, Outstanding Employer of the Year, Innovative Program of the Year, and Work-Based
Learning Supervisor of the Year. Submit a nomination by Friday, October 17. Contact the Institute for Workforce Excellence with
any questions.

REMINDER FROM CIESC | INDIANA ONLINE: VIRTUAL PROGRAM LEADERSHIP MEETING 

As the state affiliate for the national organization The Community for Advancing Digital Learning (DLAC), CIESC | Indiana Online
will be hosting the Indy DLAC Meeting where Indiana digital learning leaders who have or are planning a virtual school or
program will connect, collaborate, and network to discuss current local trends, new legislation, and various topics that promote
quality virtual learning in our state. Our first meeting of 2025 will be in-person at CIESC on September 22, from noon to 4 p.m. ET.
Lunch will be provided. If you are interested in joining us or would like to receive updates about future meetings, please
complete this Indy DLAC Interest form. Contact Natalie Freeman at nfreeman@indianaonline.org with questions.

REMINDER FROM THE READING LEAGUE INDIANA: Science of Reading Experts Explain Series
Join IDOE and The Reading League Indiana from noon to 1 p.m. ET on Tuesday, September 16, for the next live Experts Explain
series with Dr. Steven Graham. Dr. Graham will present Introduction of Evidence-Aligned Writing Instruction. This session will
present five principles for teaching writing that were based on close to 900 studies conducted with kindergarten to grade 12
students. Examples of each of these evidence-based practices will be provided. All sessions will be recorded and shared in the
Indiana Learning Lab. Registration details are available here. Contact IDOE’s Literacy Center with any questions.
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