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C. Recommendations 

The Water Shortage Task Force has been charged with developing a list of water use priorities that might be implemented during periods of water shortage. Developing such a list is complicated and potentially controversial, as the Task Force would be assigning priorities based on its perception of the relative importance or value of water in alternative uses. Many firms and individuals who disagree with the priorities assigned by the Task Force might challenge the process and the list of priorities. 
An alternative approach is to establish the importance of water use for protecting public health and safety, while not attempting to describe priorities beyond those general categories. Rather, the Task Force would recommend that public agencies and private water purveyors implement policies that convey information regarding water scarcity and encourage users to make wise decisions regarding water use and water management. The best set of water use priorities would evolve over time, as firms and individuals respond to changes in policy parameters, such as water prices and water allocations.

Consistent with this approach, the Water Shortage Task Force has developed the following list of recommendations. This list should be viewed as the deliverable pertaining to the charge of developing a list of water use priorities. In our view, these recommendations, and the approach taken to develop them, represent a more useful contribution toward the overarching goal of ensuring wise management of water resources in Indiana. 
Recommendations

1) describe the Consider the appropriate framework for evaluating water management and water allocation policies, with emphasis on periods of water shortage, rather than recommending a list of actual water use priorities for the state.

2) Design policies that will encourage efficient allocation and use of water during periods of normal water supply and during periods of water shortage.

3) Water used for health and safety should be given notable consideration when evaluating water management and water allocation policies.

4) It is essential to consider water management and water allocation polices as they pertain to normal water supply conditions, water shortages, and periods of excessive water supply, per IDEM experience (2007 drought and 2008 floods).

5) The state of Indiana should promote the importance of water supply planning and water demand analysis, for state agencies and local and regional water entities. 

6) Local and regional water entities are should be encouraged to develop water management and water allocation policies based on the results of water supply planning and water demand analysis. 

7) The state of Indiana should consider providing funds to assist local and regional water entities with water supply planning and water demand analysis. Cost-sharing programs might be paired with participation in regional water management initiatives. 

8) Water supply planning should proceed in a thoughtful fashion, building upon and enhancing existing knowledge and data collection programs. 

9) The state of Indiana should consider legislation that encourages regional water supply planning and water demand analysis, perhaps with financial or technical support from state agencies. Regional water entities might be formed to serve as focal points for coordinating regional water initiatives and facilitating the support from state agencies.

10) The state of Indiana should recognize the value of accurate water use measurement, and encourages all water purveyors to utilize the most up to date metering technology. 
