





OWwWL BANDING AND ADOPTIONS

AT INDIANA DUNES STATE PARK!

Join us this fall for our sixth year of saw-whet owl
banding at Indiana Dunes State Park! The owl banding
program is run from mid-October to mid-November, for
3-6 hours each night starting one-half hour after sunset.
Banding is weather dependent, and visitors are
welcome to call the Nature Center to check on nightly
banding updates. Public presentations are given on
most weekend nights and whenever crowds arrive.
Help release an owl through our owl adoption program
that supports the materials and supplies needed to
make this program happen! For more information, call
the Nature Center at 219-926-1390.

Sign up for owl text or email alerts to be notified when banding is occurring or when owls have been
captured for the public to drive in to see! http://bit.do/owlbandingalerts

Tear Here

Indiana Dunes State Park
Saw-whet Owl Adoption Program
supporting research on the migration patterns
of the Northern Saw-whet Owl in the Indiana Dunes.

\i Yes, | would like to support Saw-whet Owl research at the Indiana Dunes State Park

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

Note: Others (school classes, scouts, etc.) may also adopt my owl to assist in fundraising to support this research.

Send cash or check with $25 for each Indiana Dunes State Park
Adopted owl payable to: 1600 N 25 E
Chesterton, IN 46304

In return you will receive a detailed letter and certificate about the owl you have adopted.
Contact Brad Bumgardner (bbumgardner@dnr.in.gov) for more information.



mailto:bbumgardner@dnr.in.gov










Kindergarten Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards
Science

K.3.1 Observe and draw physical features of common plants and animals.
K.3.2 Describe and compare living animals in terms of shape, texture of body covering, size,
weight, color and the way they move.

Language Arts

K.RN.1 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
K.RN.2.1 With support, ask and answer questions about important elements of a text (e.g.,
events, topics, concepts).

K.RN.2.2 With support, retell the main idea and key details of a text.

K.RV.3.2 With support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a nonfiction text.

K.W.1 Write for specific purposes and audiences.

K.W.3.2 Use words and pictures to develop a main idea and provide some information about a
topic.

K.W.3.3 Use words and pictures to narrate a single event or simple story, arranging ideas in
order.

K.W.5 With support, build understanding of a topic using various sources. Identify relevant
pictures, charts, grade-appropriate texts, personal experiences, or people as sources of
information on a topic.

K.SL.1 Listen actively and communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different

purposes.
K.SL.3.2 Ask appropriate questions about what a speaker says.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary
development in both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



1% Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards
Science

1.3.3 Observe and explain that plants and animals have basic needs for growth and survival: plants need
to take in water and need light, and animals need to take in water and food and have a way to dispose of
waste.

1.3.4 Describe how animals’ habitats, including plants, meet their needs for food, water, shelter and an
environment in which they can live.

1.3.5 Observe and describe ways in which animals and plants depend on one another for survival,

1.4.2 Choose two animals that build shelters within their habitats. Compare the shelters in terms of the
materials and tools they use and the type and purpose of shelter they provide.

1.4.3 Construct a simple shelter for an animal with natural and human-made materials.

Language Arts

1.RN.1 With support, read and comprehend nonfiction that is grade-level appropriate.

1.RN.2.1 Ask and answer questions about key details to clarify and confirm understanding of a text.
1.RN.2.2 Retell main ideas and key details of a text.

1.RN.2.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a
text. g

1.RV.1 Use words, phrases, and strategies acquired through conversations, reading and being read to,
and responding to literature and nonfiction texts to build and apply vocabulary.

1.RV.3.2 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a
nonfiction text.

1.W.1 Write routinely over brief time frames and for a variety of purposes and audiences.

1.W.3.2 Develop a topic sentence or main idea, provide some facts or details about the topic, and
provide a concluding statement.

1.W.3.3 Develop topics for stories or poems, using precise words to describe characters and actions and
temporal words to signal event order, with ideas organized into a beginning, middle, and ending.

1.SL.1 Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., vocabulary) to communicate
effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

1.SL.2.4 Ask questions to clarify information about topics and texts under discussion.

1.SL.3.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally
or through other media.

1.SL.3.2 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to clarify something that is not
understood.

1.SL.4.2 Add drawings or other visual displays, such as pictures and objects, when sharing information
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary development in
both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



2nd Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards
Science

2.3.1 Observe closely over a period of time and then record in pictures and words the changes in plants
and animals throughout their life cycles-including details of their body plan, structure and timing of
growth, reproduction and death.

2.3.2 Compare and contrast details of body plans and structures within the life cycles of plants and
animals.

Language Arts

2.RN.1 Read and comprehend a variety of nonfiction within a range of complexity appropriate for
grades 2-3. By the end of grade 2, students interact with texts proficiently and independently at the low
end of the range and with scaffolding as needed at the high end.

2.RN.2.1 Ask and answer questions about the main idea and supporting facts and details in a text to
confirm understanding.

2.RN.4.1 Describe how an author uses facts to support specific points in a text.

2.RN.4.2 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

2.RV.1 Use words, phrases, and strategies acquired through conversations, reading and being read to,
and responding to literature and nonfiction texts to build and apply vocabulary.

2.RV.2.1 Use context clues (e.g., words and sentence clues) and text features (e.g., table of contents,
headings) to determine the meanings of unknown words.

2.RV.3.2 Determine the meanings of words and phrases in a nonfiction text relevant to a second grade
topic or subject area.

2.W.1 Write routinely over brief time frames and for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences; apply
reading standards to write in response to literature and nonfiction texts.

2.W.3.2 Write a paragraph or paragraphs on a topic that introduce a topic, provide facts and details
about the topic, and provide a concluding statement.

2.SL.1 Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions, vocabulary) to
communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

2.SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.

2.SL.2.4 Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under
discussion.

2.SL.3.2 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to clarify comprehension, gather
information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary development in
both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



3" Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards
Language Arts

3.RN.1 Read and comprehend a variety of nonfiction within a range of complexity appropriate for
grades 2-3. By the end of grade 3, students interact with texts proficiently and independently.
3.RN.2.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
text as the basis for the answers.
3.RN.2.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the
main idea.
3.RN.2.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or
steps in processes or procedures in a text, using words such as first, next, finally, because, problem,
solution, same, and different.
3.RN.3.1 Apply knowledge of text features to locate information and gain meaning from a text (e.gss
maps, illustrations, charts, font/format).
3.RN.3.2 Identify how a nonfiction text can be structured to indicate a problem and solution or to put
events in chronological order.
3.RN.4.2 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the
same topic.

3.RV.1 Build and use accurately conversational, general academic, and content-specific words and
phrases.

3.RV.2.1 Apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, and sentence clues) and text features (e.g., maps,
illustrations, charts) to determine the meanings of unknown words.

3.RV.3.2 Determine the meanings of general academic and content-specific words and phrases in a
nonfiction text relevant to a third grade topic or subject area.

3.W.3.2 Write informative compositions on a variety of topics that —

State the topic, develop a main idea for the introductory paragraph, and group related information
together.

Develop the topic with facts and details.

Connect ideas within categories of information using words and phrases.

Use text features (e.g., pictures, graphics) when useful to aid comprehension.

Provide a concluding statement or section.

3.SL.1 Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to
communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

3.SL.2.2 Explore ideas under discussion by drawing on readings and other information.

3.SL.2.4 Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link
comments to the remarks of others.

3.SL.3.2 Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary development in
both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



4th Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards

Science

4.3.1 Observe and describe how offspring are very much, but not exactly, like their parents or
one another. Describe how these differences in physical characteristics among individuals in a
population may be advantageous for survival and reproduction.

4.3.2 Observe, compare and record the physical characteristics of living plants or animals from
widely different environments. Describe how each plant or animal is adapted to its environment.
4.3.4 Describe a way that a given plant or animal might adapt to a change arising from a human
or non-human impact on its environment.

Language Arts

4.RN.1 Read and comprehend a variety of nonfiction within a range of complexity appropriate
for grades 4-5. By the end of grade 4, students interact with texts proficiently and independently
at the low end of the range and with scaffolding as needed at the high end.

4.RN.2.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what a text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text.

4.RN.2.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text.

4.RN.2.3 Explain the relationships between events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text, based on specific information in the text.

4.RN.3.1 Apply knowledge of text features to locate information and gain meaning from a text
(e.g., charts, tables, graphs, headings, subheadings, font/format).

4.RN.4.2 Combine information from two texts on the same topic in order to demonstrate
knowledge about the subject.

4.RV.1 Build and use accurately general academic and content-specific words and phrases.
4.RV.2.1 Apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, sentence, and paragraph clues) and text
features (e.g., charts, headings/subheadings, font/format) to determine the meanings of unknown
words.

4 RV.3.2 Determine the meanings of general academic and content-specific words and phrases in
a nonfiction text relevant to a fourth grade topic or subject area.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary
development in both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



4.W.1 Write routinely over a variety of time frames and for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences; apply reading standards to support reflection and response to literature
and nonfiction texts.

4.W.3.2 Write informative compositions on a variety of topics that —

Provide an introductory paragraph with a clear main idea.

Provide supporting paragraphs with topic and summary sentences.

Provide facts, specific details, and examples from various sources and texts to  support ideas
and extend explanations.

Connect ideas using words and phrases.

Include text features (e.g., formatting, pictures, graphics) and multimedia when useful to aid
comprehension.

Use language and vocabulary appropriate for audience and topic.

Provide a concluding statement or section.

4.SL.2.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing
personal ideas clearly.

4.SL.2.2 Explore ideas under discussion by drawing on readings and other information.

4.SL.2.4 Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

4.SL.3.1 Summarize major ideas and supportive evidence from text read aloud or information
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

4.SL.3.2 Identify and use evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary
development in both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



5th Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards

Science

5.3.1 Observe and classify common Indiana organisms as producers, consumers,

decomposers, predator and prey based on their relationships and interactions with other organisms in
their ecosystem.

5.3.2 Investigate the action of different decomposers and compare their role in an ecosystem with that of
producers and consumers.

Language Arts

5.RN.1 Read and comprehend a variety of nonfiction within a range of complexity appropriate for
grades 4-5. By the end of grade 5, students interact with texts proficiently and independently.

5.RN.2.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what a text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

5.RN.2.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text.

5.RN.2.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.

5.RN.4.1 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support claims in a text, identifying which
reasons and evidence support which claims.

5.RN.4.2 Combine information from several texts or digital sources on the same topic in order to
demonstrate knowledge about the subject.

5.RV.1 Build and use accurately general academic and content-specific words and phrases.
5.RV.2.1 Select and apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, sentence, and paragraph clues) and text
features to determine the meanings of unknown words.

5.W.1 Write routinely over a variety of time frames and for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences; apply reading standards to support reflection and response to literature and
nonfiction texts.

5.SL.2.4 Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion
and elaborate on the remarks of others.

5.SL.2.5 Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in reference to information and
knowledge gained from the discussions. .

5.SL.3.1 Orally summarize or respond to a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

5.SL.3.2 Summarize a speaker’s points as they relate to main ideas or supporting details and
demonstrate how claims are supported by reasons and evidence.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary development in
both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.



6th Grade Owl Unit
Indiana Academic Standards

Science

6.3.1 Describe specific relationships (i.e., predator and prey, consumer and producer, and
parasite and host) between organisms and determine whether these relationships are competitive
or mutually beneficial.

6.3.2 Describe how changes caused by organisms in the habitat where they live can be beneficial
or detrimental to themselves or to native plants and animals.

6.3.3 Describe how certain biotic and abiotic factors—such as predators, quantity of light and
water, range of temperatures and soil composition—can limit the number of organisms an
ecosystem can support.

6.3.5 Describe how all animals, including humans, meet their energy needs by consuming other
organisms, breaking down their structures, and using the materials to grow and function.

Language Arts

6.RN.1 Read a variety of nonfiction within a range of complexity appropriate for grades 6-8. By
the end of grade 6, students interact with texts proficiently and independently at the low end of
the range and with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

6.RN.2.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what a text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

6.RN.2.2 Determine how a central idea of a text is conveyed through particular details; provide
an objective summary of the text.

6.RN.3.2 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.

6.RN.3.3 Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a text, and explain how it is conveyed
in the text.

6.RV.1 Acquire and use accurately grade-level appropriate general academic and content-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

6.RV.2.1 Use context to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.

These standards can be met using the owl unit with attention to reading, writing and vocabulary
development in both Language Arts and Science. Outside reading sources may be needed.




































Owl Book Ideas from Scholastic
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/overboard-owls-book-list

The following books can be used as a read-aloud or as research references. They can
be used for preparation of the topic, as well as in conjunction of the owl unit. The visual
aids are excellent for introduction and identification of owl adaptations.

OWL RESEARCH

Owl Puke by Jane Hammerslough

The book covers a range of information about owls. It is presented in a kid-friendly
format, with vivid illustrations and charts.

Classroom Tips: Copy the pages for use as a reference when writing the owl report.
This is an outstanding book to use as an introduction to owl pellets. Copy the bone
sorting chart for students to have as a reference when dissecting owl pellets. It includes
great owl activities, such as making an edible owl pellet.

Animal Kingdom by Eyes on Nature Series

Beautiful illustrations and large printed information makes this book a great animal
resource. Mammals, insects, reptiles, and birds of prey are divided into sections with
interesting facts about the animals in each kingdom.

Classroom Tips: Use the book when introducing adaptations to the students. The large
photos allow students a close up look of adaptations. A Venn Diagram may be used to
compare the adaptations of owl to other birds of prey.

Scoop into the Nocturnal World of Owls by Zoobooks

Reading material is presented in a magazine format. Information about owls, such as
diet, habitat, and hunting are organized for students.

Classroom Tips: Copy the different sections of the book for students to use when
researching owls. Students may also go online to The Owl Pages to research more
information about their specific owl topic.

Raptor! A kid's guide to birds of prey by Christyna M. and Rene Laubach

The books highlights the main characteristics of different owl species. Pictures and
maps illustrate the features and habitats of owls. Addresses of bird organizations and
web sites are provided for further research.

Classroom Tips: Divide the students into pairs and provide a copy of the information for
each owl. Students summarize main characteristics of each owl for a class chart
showing comparisons of each owl species. Use chart as a math discussion for
maximum, minimum, range when discussing statistics. Show a map of the United States
and label the different parts of the country where different owl species live. Students
could write letters to organizations asking for information on supporting the protections
of the animals.

Skeletons: an Inside Look at Animals by Jinny Johnson

This book is a collection of giant-sized pictures of animal skeletons. It shows the
similarities and differences between animal bones.

Classroom Tips: When introducing the various bones of the body, use the different
skeleton drawings to show similarities between animals. Reinforce the identification of
animal bones prior to dissecting an owl pellet.



OWL READ ALOUD

The Moon of the Owls by Jean Craighead George

A 40-page story with black-and-white illustrations about a nocturnal journey of a great
horned owl in New York.

Classroom Tips: Separate the story into a 3-day read aloud. Discuss word choice that
provides vivid visualizations and have students illustrate a scene while reading aloud.
Use a graphic organizer to show story sequence by charting the animals seen by the
owl. Show a map of the United States and label the different parts of the country where
different owl species live.

The Barn Owils by Tony Johnston and Owl Babies by Martin Waddell

Simple stories about the lives of owls are written in a poetic and heart-warming style.
The books focus on the hunting practices of owls.

Classroom Tips: Use as a read-aloud to show the hunting practice of owls. Highlight the
various verbs written in the story, and use a precursor for a poetry writing exercise.
Birds: A First Look at Animals by Diane James & Sara Lynn

Amusing illustrations and simple text introduce students to characteristics of all birds,
including owls.

Classroom Tips: The text is appropriate for below level readers. English Language
Learners can use the large, easy to read print to study adaptations and owl
characteristics.

Owl: American Indian Legends by Vee Browne

Three American Indian legends are told that explain the features and behaviors of owls.
Information about owls are provided in between the retelling of the legends. Fantastic
illustrations bring these captivating legends to life

Classroom Tips: Use as a precursor to writing an owl legend. After a discussion of
culture diversity, conclude by creating a pottery owl, as shown in the book.

Owls by Gail Gibbons

An excellent read-aloud or research source, the large art illustrations and text allow
students to easily follow along.

Animal Predators: Owls by Sandra Markle

The book has beautiful photographs with smaller text. Can also be used for research.
Classroom Tips: Use these books as research sources or introductions to owl
adaptations. Use the glossary terms as vocabulary reinforcement with games such as
memory.

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

The award-winning story of a young girl who accompanies her father as he calls for
owls and encounters one in the woods near their farm.



























Northern Saw-whet Owl

Behavior: Thig ig a very tame owl that
usually site in a pine tree during the
day. It will allow people to approach
right up to it. Although small thig ig
a fierce hunter, sometimes taking
prey larger than itself.

ldentification: Thig owl hag no ear

tufts and large yellow eyes. The
facial digk ig reddish brown with a
black border. The forehead ig
dark brown with white streaking,
The breast hag thick reddich

Habitat: Coniferoug and
mixad forests.
Diet: mice, shrews, voles,

¢hipmunks, bats, some
birds, and ingects.

Voice: During the breeding

geason it gives a low tooting
whistling, about 2 per
Size: Length 7 - 8 1/2". second. It carries on this
Winggpan 17 - 20 1/2", continuous tooting for long

periods of time,
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Eagtern Screech-Owl

Behavior: Will nest in man-made boxes.
Somtimes bringe Blind Snakes into
the nest where they live by eating
ingect larvae which could harm the
owlets. Nests with thege snakes
fledge more owls,

ldentification: A small owl with
ear tufte and yellow eyes.
There are two color morphe:
reddich and gray. In both,
the breast is streaked.

Habitat: Open wodlands,
forests, towns,
cemneteries, parks,
gerub.

Size: Length 6 1/2 -10°
Wingspan 18 - 24"

Voice: An eerie whinning call that rises and falls.
Alzo a long one note trill.

b
\.‘

Diet: Mice, ingects, amphibiang, some birds, and reptiles.

www.coloring-pages-kids.com



Behavior: Unlike most other owls,
the Barred Owl will call and hunt

TIdentification: Thig owl hag a large
rounded head with no ear tufts
and big dark eyes. The chest ig
barred (horizontal lines) with
dark brown while the belly is
streaked {verticle lines) with
dark brown,

Diet: Mice, squirrels, shrews,
rabbitg, amphibiang, reptiles,
and insects.

Size: Length 17 - 24"
Wingspan 40 - 50"

| Voice:; Typical ow! hooting that sounds like
, gomeone saying "Who cooks for you?”,
Can algo make other sounds such ag
screams, yelps, and barks.

Copyright 2002 KidWings.com









Snowy Owl

Snowy Owl The snowy owl (Nyctea
Nyctea scandiaca| scandiaca) is a bird of prey
Large yellow ‘ :
eyes that that lives in the tundra of
face forwards North America. This owl is
white | diurnal (most active during

feathers | {he day).
with some ’

black bars

White
face

Curved
black beak

Anatomy: The snowy owl
is 20 to 27 inches (50-68
cm) long and weighs 3.5 to
4.5 pounds (1.6 to 2 kg).
The bill is black, the head

is rounded, and the legs are

Feet have >
large, black heavily feathered. Snowy
talons Fegtered owls are almost all white

@EnchantedLeaming.com with scattered dark SpOtS 2
Males and females are

similar, but the male is whiter.

Eyes: Snowy owls have yellow eyes and very good vision. Owls cannot move their
eyes within their sockets like we can. In order to look around, they have to move their
entire head, which has a range of movement of about 270°. Owls have a large head
and large eyes that face forwards (unlike other birds, whose eyes are on the sides of
their head). This eye placement gives them binocular vision and very precise depth
perception. Also, there are circles of radiating feathers surrounding each eye, giving
them a wide-eyed, alert look.

Diet: Snowy owls are carnivores (meat-eaters) who are stealth hunters; they can
easily sneak up on their prey since their fluffy feathers give them almost silent flight.
Snowy owls hunt and eat small rodents like lemmings and voles. They also eat hares,
rabbits, and large birds like ptarmigans, ducks, and geese.

Reproduction: Females lay 5-8 white eggs in a clutch. The nest is lined with moss,
lichens and feathers; it is located on the exposed tundra.






ReadWorks An Owl is a Bird

5. A) Note to Teacher: See note at the top of the first page.
What body parts help owls catch and carry the small animals that they eat for food?

Suggested answer: sharp claws and a strong beak

B) Draw a picture of an owl catching its food or carrying it away.

Suggested answer: Students’ pictures may vary but should include an owl catching an
animal with its sharp claws or carrying the animal away in its strong beak.

6. Note to Teacher: See note at the top of the first page.

What did you learn from “An Owl is a Bird”?

Suggested answer: Answers may vary and should be supported by the passage.

7. Note to Teacher: See note at the top of the first page.

Class Discussion Question: Explain why it might be important for an owl to fly quietly with
its soft feathers while it is hunting for food.

Suggested answer: Students should infer that while the owl is flying and hunting for
food, it is best if it can do so in a quiet manner so that the owl does not alert its prey of
its presence. Thus, the owl is better able to catch its prey.

ReadWorks or THE SOLUTION TO READING COMPREHENSION
] © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.






regions although its markings do remain reasonably constant and it always has prominent ear tufts. Its
under parts have thin dark brown bars on a whitish base with the upper chest bars becoming somewhat
blotchy. The throat has a bold white patch; white mustache and white to tan along the sides of the bill into
the eyebrows. The prominent facial disk is bordered at the sides with black. The eyes are from lemon
yellow to straw colored with a thin black border. The backside has fine dark mottling with dark bars on the
primaries and tail. The races tend to get smaller in size from the northeast to the southwest. The races also
tend to blend with their habitat in their coloration. The owl varies in overall and facial disk color from whitish
to orange-buff to brownish-gray to dark brown. The northern members of the subarticus race being the
lightest with a whitish facial disk and overall whitish-buff base color. The darkest race being

the saturatus with a deep brown facial disk, chest, and base color to its backside.

Young: The young are similar in coloration with the adults although their barring and dark markings are not
as crisp and defined, ear tufts smaller or not apparent. It also has a screech similar to a barn owl for a call.

Habitat: The Great Horned Owl has probably the most diverse habitat and climatic tolerance of any North
American owl. It inhabits virtually every type of terrain in North America form sea level to 11,000-ft.
elevation. Of the three main requirements being nesting sites, available prey, and roosting sites the Great
Horned is very adaptable. If there is a preferred habitat it would include mature deciduous woods with
scattered conifers for maximum roosting concealment, that border water with adjacent open habitats for
hunting.

Food and Feeding: The Great Horned Owl has such a long and diverse variety of prey that it would not be
practical to list. It is a very opportunistic forager that generally chooses a perch and scans for prey although
it will glide over areas where prey is likely to be, it will walk on the ground, and it has even been reported to
wade into the water. Scarcely anything that moves is safe from this owl. It will eat prey as small as insects
and scorpions or as large as domestic cats, woodchucks, geese, and Great Blue Herons. This owl's
diverse diet may include small mammals to rabbits, birds, and reptiles to fish and amphibians. It will take
carrion when the weather is bad. It has one of thee most powerful grips with its feet of any of the owls. It
regularly preys on smaller owls and has been reported to attack and kill even Red-tailed Hawks. It has no
predators and will eat anything from crayfish to young foxes.

Breeding: The Great Horned is the earliest nesting owl with breeding season from December to July
depending on latitude. Because of its tremendously varied habitat, the Great Horned has developed
flexibility in its nesting locations also. It usually nests in old stick nests of raptors or jays although
depending on the habitat, it will also nest in caves, hollows of broken off snags, cliff ledges or faces, rock
outcrops, abandoned quarries, crotches in cacti or holes in them, to mention but a few. Clutch size is .
normally small; 1 - 3 eggs (usually 2) but can have as many as 6 in years of abundant food. Incubation
lasts 28 - 35 days (maybe temperature dependant). The young climb out on nearby branches at 5 - 6
weeks of age but do not fly well until they are about 10 weeks old. Subsequent parent care lasts forup to 5
months.

Movements and Life Span: The Great Horned Owl is generally regarded as sedentary except in the north
of its range. Studies in Canada (Saskatchewan) show 17 of 35 recovered birds moving more than 150
miles with young birds more prone to travel than adults. Southern populations move very little. The Great
Horned have potential for a very long life. Multiple studies show post-fledging mortality for the Great
Horned is very high especially in the first 2 years of life. Natural causes include parasitism, disease, and
starvation. Unfortunately the major causes of death are related to mankind with 52 - 86% of deaths in some
banding studies caused by shooting and 19% by trapping (96% potentially intentionally caused by man).
Other studies show 21% shooting deaths, 15% trapped, 20% hit by cars, and 7% electrocuted. Road kills,
pesticides, illegal shootings, and electrocution are major causes of death in North America. The Great
Horned Owl has a maximum recorded longevity record of more than 28 years.

Copyright Owling.com © 2001.
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( Owl Pellets: Teacher Notes >

Appropriate Ages:

Students of all ages enjoy owl peliets, and you can customize your lesson accordingly. A third
or fourth grade teacher might choose to dissect owl pellets as part of a study of food chains
and ecosystems. High school science teachers also use owl pellets for more advanced lessons

on animal biology. .
Purchasing Owl Pellets: @@ ﬂ I:lf(:))@

.

Owl pellets can be ordered from educational supply stores. When you buy them in bulk, they

may cost as little or@lﬁ?) @ w.lzﬂj @ @:l
Larger pellets will u more than small ones. gf course, éorge pellets usually contain more

bones and bones from larger animals. Very small pellets sometimes do not contain a full animal
skeleton.

Before the Dissection Activity: ﬁ[{o@ m

We recommend giving students some bgckground on owls_hunting habits, and the owl
digestive syst ey 5 aEsiolvigey ] le animal matter in the
form of an o a—u d

You may want to use the Owl Pellet Sequencing activity on SuperTeacherWorksheets.com.

G eSS !

It would be very difficult to complete an owl pellet lab in only one session. You may want fo
break up your owl pellet dissection lab into several class periods.

Assembling animal skeletons can be difficult, especially if the pellet has skeletons from mulfiple
animals in it. You may want to provide dark-colored construction paper for skeleton assembly.
This will confrast against the white bones.

When students have assembled a full skeleton, you may want to give them the option to glue it
onto the paper with clear glue. :

Encourage students to work slowly and carefully. Rib bones break easily and can be difficult to
dissect. Vertebrae are tiny and difficult to see, so students often overlook them.

More Fun Ideas:

If you have a digital microscope attached to a classroom computer or interactive whiteboard
with a document reader, you can allow students to examine the bones on a large screen.

If you'd like the bones to be exira white, you may want to clean them and soak them in
hydrogen peroxide. Of course, adult supervision is recommended.

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com
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Reading Comprehension/ Animals

Name Date

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT OWLS

1. Which of the following is NOT true about owls?
a. Owls eat small animals.
b. Owls are able to fly silently.
c. Owls have the best hearing of all birds.
d. Owls have poor vision

2. What is the eyesight of the owl used for?
a. flying
b. hunting
c. sleeping
d. none of these

3. What is the purpose of this story?
: a. to entertain

b. to inform

c. to persuade

d. none of these

4. What would be a good title for this story?
a. Owls Hunt At Night
b. Owls Can Fly Silently
c. Owils Are Interesting Animals
d. Owls Have Flexible Necks

5. What is a predator?
a. a small feather
b. an animal that hunts other animals
c. a small mouse
d. none of these

6. Which of the following IS true?
a. The facial disks of the owl help them to see.
b. Owls have a strong, bent beak.
c. Most owls hunt for food during the day.
d. Owls are dangerous to humans.

7. Why does it look like an owl can turn its head completely around?
~ a. They are able to turn their heads very quickly.
b. They have ears located on the sides of their head.
c. They can turn their heads 1/2 of the way around.
d. bothaandc
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tail. The undersides (lower chest, flanks, and belly) are tan to light brown. The upper chest and head are
darker brown (appears to be wearing a dark brown hood). The facial disk is black or brownish-black.
Strong contrasting white above the bill and into the eyebrows (bold white "V"). Variable amount of white
also below the eyes, sides of the bill (cheeks), and into the mustache.

Habitat: The Saw-whet Owl is a forest or woodland inhabitant of varied elevation and vegetation. The
eastern birds are often found (at least in the winter) at lower elevations although the Saw-whets in the
coastal ranges of the Pacific can inhabit very low elevations also. In general western birds are associated
with mature forests from 1,000 to more than 10,000 feet in elevation. Lower habitats may be used in the
winter months. The birds seem to avoid large unbroken stands of pine and prefer a mix with deciduous
trees. It is said to be quite tame and approachable in the daytime where it will often perch quite low (maybe
as low as 5 feet off the ground). Winter roosts can take allot of searching to find, since it disperses widely,
although they may be used year after year and may show large concentrations of pellets and white wash.

Food and Feeding: The Saw-whet's diet consists mostly of mice although other small mammals and some
birds will also be eaten. Usually 70 to 80% of their diet consists of woodland mice with voles being favored
second. The remainder of their diet consists of other small mammals and a small percentage of birds.
Thebrooksi race is also known to take significant amounts of invertebrates including spiders, insects, and
amphipods (marine crustaceans). This small owl has also been reported to take mammais as large as
flying squirrels and birds as large as Rock Doves and Northern Cardinals. It has very good night vision and
exceptional hearing.

Breeding: This small owl nests almost exclusively in woodpecker holes with Northern Flicker holes being
preferred most. The breeding season lasts from about March through July and this is the only period when
the birds are vocal. The remainder of the year the birds are completely quiet which can make locating them
very difficult outside of breeding season except in areas where they tend to collect during migration. Clutch
size is generally 5 to 6 eggs although 4 to 7 are common. The incubation period is 26 - 29 days and the
young fledge at 27 -34 days old. The female leaves the nest when the youngest nestling is about 18 days
old to roost elsewhere. The male will continue to feed the young, even after the female is gone, for at least
a month after fledging.

Movements and Life Span: The Saw-whet is often resident in its breeding range, particularly in the west.
The northern and eastern populations tend to at least partially, move south in the winter. These
movements extend into the Southern States and even into Northern Mexico. This is thought to be the most
migratory of the non-insectivorous owls in North America although most of the movements have only been
studied in the east and much of the western birds are only attitudinally migrant. Most migrants are also
juvenile birds. Fall migration extends from September to December and spring movements are from March
to June. The longest recorded life span for a wild owl is only 7 years although captive owls have lived for
17 years.

Copyright Owling.com © 2001.
All rights reserved.
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Bird Word Match Up

Can you match up the pairs of syllables, taking one HS._B each owl in no particular order,
to find the names of well-known birds from all over the world?

Copyright © www.ActivityVillage.co.uk - Keeping Kids Busy
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Roll an Owl

Each number must be rolled in order,

J

e

i

For more creative learning ideas check out
www .makinglearningfun.com

eyes

beak

feet
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Name Date

“ractice in Symmetry: Use the grid below to draw a mirror-image of the owl's left side on the
blank side of the axis.
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Owl Puppet

A wise old owl lived in an oak
The more he saw the less he spoke

The less he spoke the more he heard.

" Why can't we all be like that wise old bird?

Use with a paper loag.
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ReadWorks An Owl is a Bird

Name: Date:

Directions: For questions 1-4, circle the correct answer.
1. What kind of animal is an owl?

a) a reptile
b) a bird
c) a mammal

2. The passage describes how an owl hunts for food. When do
owls hunt for food? |

a) during the day
b) at night and during the day
c) at night

3. An owl has body parts that can help it hunt in the dark. Which
information shows this is true?

a) An owl has big eyes that help it see well in the dark.
b) An owl is a kind of bird.
c) An owl hunts for other animals to eat.

4. What is "An Owl is a Bird” mainly about?

a) what owls eat
b) how an owl hunts |
c) what owls do when they are awake

ReadWorks Or THE SOLUTION TO READING COMPREHENSION
| ©2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. Al rights reserved.



ReadWorks : An Owl is a Bird

5. A) What body parts help owls catch and carry the small animals
that they eat for food?

B) Draw a picture of an owl catching its food or carrying it away.

ReadWorkS or THE SOLUTION TO READING COMPREHENSION
= © 2013 ReadWorks?, Inc. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks An Owl is a Bird

6. What did you learn from “An Owl is a Bird"?

7. Class Discussion Question: Explain why it might be

important for an owl to fly quietly with its soft feathers while it is
hunting for food.

ReadWorkS OVF(C] HE SOLUTION TO READING GOMPREHENSION
u © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. Al rights reserved.



ReadWorks An Owl is a Bird

Teacher Guide & Answers

Note to Teacher: Read each question out loud to your students and have each student
complete the worksheet independently. For questions 5 A) and 6, you can have students draw
their answers, answer orally, or write their answers depending on your students’ progress. If you
have them write their answers, you may want to write the word(s) on the board for them to
copy. Question 7 is a class discussion question.

Passage Reading Level: Lexile 380

Directions: For questions 1-4, circle the correct answer.

1. What kind of animal is an owl?

a) a reptile
b) a bird
¢) a mammal

2. The passage describes how an owl hunts for food. When do owls hunt for food?
a) during the day
b) at night and during the day
c) at night
3. An owl has body parts that can help it hunt in the dark. Which information shows this is true?
a) An owl has big eyes that help it see well in the dark.
b) An owl is a kind of bird.
c) An owl hunts for other animals to eat.
4. What is “"An Owl is a Bird” mainly about?
a) what owls eat

b) how an owl hunts
c) what owls do when they are awake

ReadWorkS or THE SOLUTION TO READING COMPREHENSION
= © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



