Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of State Parks & Reservoirs
Chain O’ Lakes State Park

2355 E 758§, Albion IN, 46701

(260) 636-2654

Dear Educator,

The Interpretive Naturalist Service at Chain O’ Lakes State Park is dedicated to offering affordable,
educational programs to our community schools and youth groups. Please consider making Chain O’
Lakes State Park a field-trip destination in 2013! If you are interested in one of our programs, but can’t
come to the park, then let us come to you! Several programs can be adapted for an indoor classroom.

Our nature-themed programs are available to grades Pre-K through 12, and can be customized to meet
grade specific standards. Each program is centered around hands-on learning and designed to
supplement classroom study. The 2013 Educational Programs last approximately 30-60 minutes, and
can be adjusted to meet your time schedule and needs. *Indicates programs that have a craft option
for no additional charge.

2013 Educational Programs

The Geologic Story

The topography of Chain O’ Lakes State Park was created by the recession of the Wisconsinan Glacier.
Students will walk Trail 8 to discover “underfoot” the park’s different glacial landforms.

Terms to Learn: glacier, esker, kame, kettle lake, recession, meltwater, sediment

Reptile & Amphibian Talk*

Students will get up-close and personal with several different species of live, native Indiana reptiles and
amphibians. By examining different species, the students will see the unique characteristics and
adaptations of these amazing animals.

Terms to Learn: habitat, metamorphosis, cold-blooded, venomous, non-venomous

Fall Leaf Collection Hike*
We'll take a walk around the Beach Nature Center and learn to identify at least 10 different trees using a
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We'll take a walk around the Beach Nature Center and learn to identify at least 10 different trees using a
dichotomous key. Students will be able to collect leaves for mounting projects.
Terms to Learn: deciduous, coniferous, simple, lobed, singular, compound

Skins, Skulls & Scat*

This program introduces students to several native mammals that reside in the park. As dentists, they
will look at different skulls to determine how teeth reveal “what’s for dinner.” Then as detectives, they
will look for clues in “tracks” mammals leave behind.

Terms to Learn: carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, taxidermy, scat, adaptation, habitat

Sensory Discovery Walk*

This program is designed specifically for Pre-K and K children. Students will use their 5 Senses on a
short, easy discovery walk. They will be introduced to native plants that test and excite their senses.
We’'ll play “I Spy...” and practice describing with adjectives.

Archaeology & History

Attention 4th and 5th Grade Educators! During the months of September and October, Chain O’ Lakes
State Park teams up with C & L Archaeology to offer educational programs about Native American life-
ways and early settlement history. These field-trips are tailored to each group size.

The fee for a Naturalist-led program at Chain O’ Lakes State Park is $1.00 per student. All teachers,
teaching assistants, bus drivers, and chaperones are free of charge. The fee for a Naturalist-led program
at your school or meeting place is $2.00 per student.

Spend the day at Chain O’ Lakes! Extend your field-trip by pairing an educational program with a tour of
the Beach Nature Center and/or the Stanley Schoolhouse. The park has 3 shelters available to rent for
lunch. Depending on the time of day and season, the shelters may be available for free on a first-come
first-served basis. Further explore the park on your own with educator-led activities like canoe rental

or swimming. For additional information or to schedule a field-trip, please feel free to contact me.

Cheers,

Leslie Arnold
Interpretive Naturalist
chaininterp@dnr.in.gov
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