
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL CONSISTENCY REVIEW 
LAKE MICHIGAN COASTAL ZONE PROGRAM 

 
Project Number:   ER-18407 
 
Name of Applicant:  Col. Christopher T. Drew 
Address of Applicant: 
Chicago District, US Army Corps of Engineers 
231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 
Chicago, IL  60604 
 
Project Description: 
Periodic maintenance dredging of the Indiana Harbor and Canal Federal Navigation Project, East Chicago 
 
Location of Project:   Lake Co., Indiana 
 
Send comments to the following no later than July 17, 2015:   
 Federal Consistency Review Coordinator, Environmental Unit 
 Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 Department of Natural Resources 
 402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 Electronic mail:  environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov  
 
Copies of the request, accompanying information and data are available for inspection at the 
following location:  
 Environmental Unit 
 Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 Department of Natural Resources 
 402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
 Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

mailto:environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHICAGO DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

Technical Services Division 
Design Branch 

231 SOUTH LASALLE STREET, SUITE 1500 
CHICAGO IL 60604 

July1,2015 

Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering Section 

Environmental Unit 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Chicago District, respectfully 
requests a General Federal Consistency Determination for periodic maintenance 
dredging of the Indiana Harbor and Canal Federal Navigation Project. The proposed 
dredging activity complies with the Indiana Coastal Zone Management Program (CZMP) 
and will be conducted in a manner consistent with such policies. Because this is an on
going project, the Chicago District requests a General Federal Consistency 
Determination for the life of the project. 

Project map sheets and a fact sheet for Indiana Harbor have been enclosed along 
with this letter. The map sheets show the boundary limits and depths of the navigation 
project, and the fact sheet provides background information and describes the main 
project features. The maps, channel surveys, and fact sheet information for Indiana 
Harbor, as well as for the other Great Lakes harbors, are periodically updated, and the 
information is presently available at following website: 
http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/GreatlakesNavigation.aspx. 

Prior to 2012, Indiana Harbor had not been dredged since 1972 due to lack of a 
suitable place to dispose of the sediment. During the years 2012 through 2014, 
approximately 100,000 cubic yards (CY) to 320,000 CY has been dredged annually. 
After all backlog material is dredged from the canal, USACE expects that the maximum 
amount of material to be dredged during a one-year, annual time period would be 
approximately 300,000 CY, though this is a high estimate. Typical annual dredging 
events are expected to remove around 100,000 CY to 150,000 CY to keep up with 
shoal ing. The amount of shoaling can be affected by a number of different factors, such 
as erosion, land use, storm events, high winds and current, ship and barge traffic, 
upstream discharges, and other factors. Annual maintenance dredging may be 
temporarily suspended for a year or more due to budget constraints, high water levels, 
or other operational or logistical considerations, so a large dredging event may be 
needed to remove the accumulated shoaling when dredging resumes. 
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