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Oak Savanna Trail Hobart Prairie Grove Restoration
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Low CoST CONSTRUCTION

The Oak Savanna Trail Hobart Prairie Grove Restoration Project was necessary for
G RANT AWARD long term sustainability of Hobart Marsh, an area of Hobart and a small part of Gary with 1000
$5 47 8 acres of conservation land owned by IDNR, the National Park Service, Shirley Heinze Land
. Trust, Save the Dunes, Lake County Parks, and Hobart Park Department. This habitat

restoration project increased the ecological value of the prairie, wetland, and oak savanna along
the trail. Restoration eased long term management of the conservation land adjacent to the trail
in this section of Hobart and Gary by controlling invasive species populations and fostering
native flora and fauna that helped the biodiversity of the conservation land. Elimination of the
weedy and non-native trees and remaining shrub thickets for the restoration project allowed re-
establishment of native grasses, forbs, and sedges so the trail side natural area could carry a
fire. This improved Lake County Park’s management of its trail corridor by allowing it to burn
when the adjacent conservation land owners are planning and completing their controlled burns.
Controlled burns provide a better solution to the current woody brush and poison ivy
encroachment that required periodic non-selective herbicide application.

This restoration project also provided aesthetic benefits, allowing views of the National
Park Service's Hobart Prairie Grove and other conservation land to the public. Community
involvement in restoration for the in kind match is a good way to educate a broader local
audience about restoration and native habitats. Where the Oak Savanna Trail leaves Oak Ridge
Prairie County Park, is one of a few sections that have significant natural areas and the prospect
for long term sustainability of its biodiversity. Non-profit partners Friends of Robinson Lake and
Duneland’s Sierra Club helped with publicity and education and recruiting community
volunteers.

The trail corridor is solely owned by Lake County Parks Department. Adjacent
. property owners were supportive of this project. The trail corridor is approximately 2 miles long
by 100 feet wide. Total area restored totaled approximately 7.5 acres.
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