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RESULT:  Reduced Phargmites by 90% on 30 acres of rare dune and swale 
topography. 

The goal of this project was to significantly reduce the presence 

of Phragmites australis, also known as common reed, by 90% on a 30-

acre project site at Clark and Pine East. Numerous invasive plant 

species occur on the property and several of these species are 

aggressive and are capable of drastically altering the plant community 

in which they are found. As a result, this project included the 

treatment of such vegetation through foliar broadcast spray and wick 

herbicide application. Restoration of this area has improved the 

overall biodiversity and habitat potential for the site in addition to 

reducing the spread of Phragmites australis to other portions of the 

property. 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of 

Nature Preserves, is actively managing and restoring Clark and Pine 

East, located in Lake County, Indiana. This property is approximately 

258 acres and contains a mixture of globally rare dune and swale 

topography, sand-mined areas, two ponds and several hundred feet of 

frontage on the Grand Calumet River. Clark and Pine East provides 

habitat for numerous state listed plant and animal species and 

consists of sand savanna, sand prairie, wet prairie, sedge meadow, 

emergent marsh, and shrub swamp plant communities.   
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