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I am thankful for the opportunity to come onboard to Ferdinand-Pike State Forest as the 

property Resource Specialist.  Since starting in April, I have familiarized myself with the 

forest and have really enjoyed working with the Ferdinand-Pike staff!   

      I have a B.S. in Ecology from Clarion University of Pennsylvania in Clarion, PA and a 

M.F. in Forest Management & Operations from the State University of New York, college of environmental 

science and forestry in Syracuse, NY.   

      Prior to this, I have worked in forest inventory on national forestlands in New Mexico, Minnesota, and 

Pennsylvania and I have also worked for 7 years in the oil and gas drilling industry where I have travelled to 

places like northern Alberta, North Dakota, Colorado, Ohio, West Virginia, and various parts of Pennsylva-

nia.  My family and I are looking forward to taking part in all that southern Indiana has to offer and in meet-

ing more and more of the nice residents who live around here. 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources—Division of Forestry 

The staff of Ferdinand and Pike State Forests will host an open house at each prop-

erty this fall. 

  The Pike State Forest open house will be held in the property shelter on 

 Wednesday, September 28, 2016 from 3:30-5:30PM EDT.  

  The Ferdinand State Forest open house will be held in the property office on 

 Thursday, September 29, 2016 from 3:00-7:00PM EDT. A forest tour begins 

 at 4:30PM.  

Everyone is invited to come and meet out new resource specialist and speak with 

our staff. There will be displays of future resource management activities as well 

as other operational and recreational projects. Light refreshments will be served.  

New Face at the Forest 

Evan McDivitt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T his summer three Purdue forestry students, Marisa, Sabrina, and Sean applied herbicides to invasive 

plants on both properties. At Ferdinand they applied 112.5 gallons over 83 

acres, and at Pike they applied 248 gallons over 43 acres. Such sweeping measures 

are essential to protect the health and resilience of our forests.     

Along a trail and even into the deep woods, invasive plants have come from Asia, 

Russia, and Europe and choked out native plants. The most common invasives are 

bush honeysuckles, multi-flora rose, Japanese honeysuckle, Japanese stiltgrass, 

autumn olive, and tree of heaven. 

Some invasive plants were planted for ornamental purposes as landscaping as far back as the late 1800s and 

early 1900s in Indiana.  Unfortunately, people did not consider the problems with these plants. Government 

agencies also encouraged planting of autumn olive and bush honeysuckle to enhance wildlife habitat.  

Invasive plants mostly come from environments that are very similar to ours (temperate forest).  In their home 

land they are a normal part of the ecosystem settling into their niche.  Here in Indiana, they take over because 

they have superior characteristics which native plants surrounding them cannot compete with.  Each invasive 

plant has an aggressive, spreading nature coupled with highly successful ability to establish and grow in a vari-

ety of habitats. These invasives create an impenetrable thicket in the woods, making it virtually impossible to 

regenerate the natural woods. Thus it is necessary to kill invasive species in order to continue the next genera-

tion of trees within a woodland. If not, many areas of woodland will change to a shrubland thicket when trees 

overtop of them are gone.   

2016 PROJECTS 2016 PROJECTS 

New  Woodshed 

May 2016 Storm Cleanup 

 Pike  Fire Tower  Fence 

      Japanese Honeysuckle 
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The ORC is a new permit required for cyclists 

to ride on our mountain bike trails. The annual 

permit is $20.00 and the daily is $5.00. Cycling 

on property roadways will not require this per-

mit. The standard gate entrance fee will apply 

when the gate is staffed. Volunteers who help to 

maintain the trails may get a permit allowance.   

Harvesting trees allows us to manage the forest for wildlife, ecological, and timber values. These sales also 

provide additional economic activity for the local community as well as ensure quality products for consum-

ers. The following tracts are being considered for timber sales: 

      Compartment 9, Tract 1 

This tract is located in Pike County in Section 2, T2S, R7W and is approximately 1.5 miles north of the Pike 

office. The sale will have an estimated harvest volume of 250,000 board feet from 91 acres. 

             Compartment 6, Tracts 4 & 6 

These tracts are located in Perry County in Section 2, T4S, R3W and are approximately four miles north of 

Bristow. This sale will have an estimated harvest volume of 535,000 board feet from a combined 242 acres. 

      Compartment 1, Tract 7 

This tract is located in Dubois County in Section 6, T3S, R3W and is approximately 1.5 miles north of the 

Ferdinand State Forest Lake.  The sale will have an estimated harvest volume of 581,000 board feet from 122 

acres. 

      Compartment 9, Tract 2 

This tract is located in Pike County in Section 1, T1S, R7W and is approximately 1.5 miles north of the Pike 

office. The sale will have an estimated harvest volume of 233,200 board feet from 69 acres.  

      Compartment 9, Tract 3 

This tract is located in Pike County in Section 2, T2S, R7W and is approximately 1.4 miles north of the Pike 

office. The sale will have an estimated harvest volume of 100,000 board feet from 42 acres. 

State forest management guides and timber sales are available for public inspection and comment at 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/3631.htm. 



6583 East State Road 264 

Ferdinand, IN   47532 

Phone:  (812) 367-1524 

Fax:  (812) 367-2846 

ferdinandsf@dnr.in.gov 
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Would you like to receive the newsletter by email? 

Contact us at ferdinandsf@dnr.in.gov 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Forestry promotes and 

practices good stewardship of natural, recreational and cultural resources on Indiana’s 

public and private forest lands.  This stewardship produces continuing benefits, both 

tangible and intangible, for present and future generations. 


