
LAKE MANAGEMENT WORK GROUP 
Interim Report 

June 2009 
 

S.E.A. 88 (2008) amended P.L. 35-2006 to continue the 26-member Lake Management Work 
Group, whose activities are to be directed to problems and issues associated with public 
freshwater lakes.  Since its inception in 1997, similar work groups have existed in various forms 
previously, either as the result of statutory creation or on an ad hoc basis under the auspices of 
the Department of Natural Resources.   
 
This report fulfills the legislative requirement to provide an interim report before July 1, 2009. 
Complete notes from all meetings are available upon request. Work group members as of March 
2009 are listed below. 
 
The work group met four times since continuation was enacted (July 10, 2008; November 25, 
2008; March 4, 2009; May 4, 2009). Task-related subgroups met informally between these 
sessions to prepare for meetings of the work group. The next meeting for the work group is 
tentatively planned for August 2009. 
 
A wide variety of lake-related topics have been discussed at the meetings resulting in 
recommendations that would help resolve concerns related to several of the topics. 
 
Since the interim report was submitted in June 2008, topics under discussion include but are not 
limited to the following issues: 
 

 Coordinating land use and lake use with respect to “funneling” (lake access) 
 Proliferation of piers, shore stations, aerators, and other structures. 
 Mandatory seasonal removal of “temporary” structures (piers, boat lifts) 
 Weed control, lake shoreline construction, and dredging regulations 
 Control of aquatic nuisance (invasive) species 
 Toxic bluegreen algae impacts on recreational use and drinking water supplies 
 Promoting the economic value of lakes in Indiana 
 Communicating with other entities to implement work group recommendations 
 Education and outreach to lake property owners, users, realtors, and others 
 Livestock impacts and manure management near lakes 
 Updating the Indiana Lakes web site as a resource for work group actions 
 Conservation of wetlands around lakes 
 Lake level maintenance and impacts on ecological systems 
 Lowering of 10-acre Lake Act and relationship to Lakes Preservation Act 
 Development of a list of public freshwater lakes 
 Dredging guidelines (nonrule policy of the Natural Resources Commission) 
 Public trust doctrine 
 

The work group developed formal recommendations for a number of topics, some of which 
resulted in legislation that was enacted (HB 1381 on shoreline permits and dispute resolution). 



Lake Management Work Group 
Members 

 

SEA 88 (2008) -- Effective July 1, 
2008 

 

Membership as of March 2009  
   

LMWG position Name Title & Affiliation Address Phone Email 
Legislator Sen. Marlin Stutzman Senate R 250 W. 600 North, 

Howe, IN  46746 
260-562-3303 s13@in.gov 

Legislator Sen. Jim Arnold Senate D 5698 W. Johnson Rd., 
LaPorte, IN  46350-
8185 

219-326-5826 s8@in.gov 

Legislator Rep. Richard Dodge House R 555 W. Parkway Dr., 
Pleasant Lake, IN  
46779 

260-475-5585 h51@in.gov 

Legislator Rep. Nancy Dembowski House D 902 S. Pearl St., Knox, 
IN  46534-1925 

574/772-3876 h17@in.gov 

DNR Jed Pearson Division of Fish & 
Wildlife 

1353 S. Governors 
Drive, Columbia City, 
IN  46725 

260-244-6805 jpearson@dnr.in.go
v 

DNR James Hebenstreit Division of Water 402 W. Washington 
Street, Room W264, 
Indianapolis, IN  46204

317-232-4165 jhebenstreit@dnr.in
.gov 

DNR - Law 
Enforcement 

Maj. Felix Hensley Division of Law 
Enforcement 

402 W. Washington Street, Room W264, Indianapolis, IN  
46204 

IDEM C. Lee Bridges Office of Water 
Quality 

317-308-3183 lbridges@idem.in.g
ov 

Indiana Lakes 
Management 
Society 

David Tyler ILMS 3776 E. Armstrong 
Road, Leesburg, IN   

574-453-3560 dtyler@kconline.co
m 

NRCS Shannon Zezula State Resource 
Conservationist 

6013 Lakeside Blvd., 
Indpls., IN  46278-
2933 

317-290-3200 
x388 

shannon.zezula@in
.usda.gov 

Soil & Water 
Conservation 
Districts 

Darci Zolman Kosciusko SWCD 217 E. Bell Drive, 
Warsaw, IN  46582 

574-267-7445 
x118 

darci.zolman@in.n
acdnet.net 

CD1 Robert Gross Pine Crest Marine 14415 Lauerman Road, 
Cedar Lake, IN  46303 

219-374-5771 bobg@pcmarine.co
m 

CD2 Robert Meyers Simonton Lake 51587 Woodthrush 
Drive, Granger, IN  
46530 

574-675-0970 spriii@aol.com 

CD3 Robert Meeks 5840 E. 25 North, 
LaGrange, IN  46761 

260-463-3198 senbob@embarqm
ail.com 

CD4   
CD5 Jeffrey Krevda Dredging 

Technologies 
4896 East 200 South, 
Marion, IN  46953 

765-674-6815 jkrevda@aol.com 

CD6   
CD7 Ryan Hoff BAGI P.O. Box 44670, 

Indianapolis, IN  46244
317-236-6340 ryanh@bagi.com 

CD8   
CD9 Robert Madden Lake Lemon 

Conservancy District 
7599 North Tunnel 
Road, PO Box 59, 
Unionville, IN  47468 

O: 812-334-
0233, H: 317-
251-5971 

llcdmadden@aol.co
m 

CD-at large Peter Hippensteel Lake James 155 LN 200 FA Lake 
James, Angola, IN 
46703-8549 

260-833-2016 pdhipp@mchsi.com

Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Deborah Snyder Indpls. Regulatory 
Office 

9799 Billings Road, 
Indianapolis, IN  46216

317-532-4197 deborah.d.snyder@
usace.army.mil 

Agriculture 
organization 

Michael Baise Dir. Of Ag 
Development, 
Indiana Farm Bureau

PO Box 1290, 225 S. 
East Street, Indpls, IN  
46206 

317-692-7833 mbaise@infarmbur
eau.org 
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Environmental 
organization 

William Jones School of Public & 
Environmental 
Affairs, Indiana 
University 

1315 East Tenth Street, 
Bloomington, IN  
47405 

812-855-4556 joneswi@indiana.e
du 

At-large Lawrence Coplen Coplen Construction, 
Inc. 

PO Box 1749, Warsaw, 
IN  46581 

574-269-1673 coplenconst@kconl
ine.com 

At-large Ralph Taylor 716 Dove Nest Cove, 
Ft. Wayne, IN  46825 

260-489-2338 tate277@verizon.n
et 

 


