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Invasive Plant Species Assessment Working Group
February 8, 2005

Attending:  Ellen Jacquart (TNC, INPAWS), Ken Collins (NRCS), Lee Casebere, (DNP), Mike Cline (INLA), Tom Good (Div of Reclamation), Doug Keller (DFW), Tom Flatt (DFW), Bob Waltz, (Div. Of EPP), Keith Johnson (Purdue Forage), Dave Gorden (ASLA), Kate Howe (MIPN), Jeff Kiefer (USFWS), Chris Pierce (CAPS), Julie Rubly (TNC volunteer), Larry Nees (Office of State Chemist – Seed Commissioner)

Introductions and review of agenda.  

Invasive Survey Reports update:   Julie Rubly, a volunteer with TNC, reported on her project to capture all the invasive survey reports digitally.  She has created an Access database to capture all the information on the survey form, and a GIS project to capture the spatial location of the invasion.  The database is then linked to the GIS project.  This allows us to search the data more easily, query it, and produce maps showing invasions.  This system could be the foundation for larger efforts.
Questions/Comments:  Tom Flatt asked how Bob Waltz handles insect data, as Div. of Fish and Wildlife needs to come up with a way to map and track aquatic invasive data and would like to know if there’s already a system in place in the DNR.  Bob replied that insects and pathogens are handled through the Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey and entered into the NAPIS database.  Chris Pierce, CAPS coordinator, talked a little about that database and offered to go into more detail at a future meeting if it would be helpful.  He noted that currently data is entered at a county level, but they are working to allow more fine-scale spatial information.   Bob commented that one limitation regarding that is the issue of identifying sites on private land in this public database.   Ellen mentioned that other states, WI in particular, are working on this issue and sorting out data standards and data management protocols.   Bob suggested we have a future meeting deal with this issue and invite Tad Stahl (DNR director of technology) and  Mike Martin (DNR GIS coordinator) to be part of the discussion.  We will plan to have this on the agenda at the next IPSAWG meeting.  
Japanese Hops/ Japanese knotweed assessment update:  Ellen reported that a group met on January 26th to assess Japanese hops (Humulus japonica) and Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum).  Based on the reports of invasions in natural areas and the biology of the species,  Japanese hops was ranked as having medium ecological impact, medium potential for expansion, and high difficulty of management.  Japanese knotweed was ranked as having medium ecological impact, high potential for expansion, and medium difficulty of management.  Both had low economic impact because, though they are available for purchase, they are not widely used in landscaping.  The details of the assessment will be posted on the website.  The recommendation of the assessment group was that these species should not be bought, sold or planted in Indiana and other non-invasive species be recommended in their place.
Next species?:  After discussion, it was decided that the next species for assessment would be privet.  There are actually two Ligustrum species potentially of concern, L. vulgare and L. obtusifolium.  Ellen will send out a note asking for any invasive reports on privet in natural areas and inviting all to the assessment meeting, which was set for April 12.
Fact sheets:  Ellen reported that the Asian bush honeysuckle fact sheet is finalized and now on the www.invasivespecies.in.gov website.  She passed out the draft Oriental bittersweet and Japanese honeysuckle fact sheets, and the very draft invasive species summary sheet.  She also noted that to print these sheets out in color would cost approx. $1,000 for 10,000 copies.  There was agreement that for now, we’ll send people to the website and have them download and print the sheets themselves.  However, at some point we are going to want hard copies to handout.  There was discussion of how we might do that.  Perhaps working with the Purdue Extension group would be the best way – their educational mission and outreach ability makes them a natural partner.  When we have several completed sheets it might be the right time to approach Purdue and other possible partners regarding printing.  Mike Cline noted that he is working on a curriculum for the IN Accredited Horticulturist project (there are currently about 900 in the program) with Mike Dana and others.  He’d like to see invasives better incorporated into curriculum. 

Lespedezas revisited:  When the lespedezas (sericea, shrubby, and Korean) were assessed last year we came to the conclusion that we did not have enough information on the species to do a good assessment.  More information was needed from properties where these species had been planted to find out if they have moved from plantings.  Given the amount of lespedeza plantings on state fish and wildlife land over the years, we sent a questionnaire to property managers to see what we could find out.  We had a disappointing response.  One property manager responded on one species (sericea lespedeza).  However, we had two other reports of lespedezas moving outside of plantings on state fish and wildlife land – at Willow Slough and Pigeon River – even though property managers had not responded.  In fact, contracts have been set to control shrubby lespedeza at Pigeon River.  The lack of response from property managers, therefore, is not necessarily an indication that there is no problem. Ellen will talk to Gary Langell about getting better information from property managers.  Lee Casebere also noted that sericea lespedeza has moved into a disturbed sandy area at Prairie Creek Barrens Nature Preserve in Daviess County.  
Updates:

Kate Howe (MIPN) – Kate is the new coordinator for the Midwest Invasive Plant Network, and is located in the Indianapolis TNC office.  She has a strong background in invasive plant research in MN and NY (covering both prairies and forests).  She is looking to increase communication/collaboration between groups working on invasive plant issues and will be meeting with such groups to become better acquainted with their activities.  She welcomes input on priorities and possible projects for MIPN.  

Chris Pierce (CAPS) – USDA usually sets priorities for states on what invasives (plants, pathogens, and insects) to focus on; however, now states are looking at developing their own priorities.  Chris handed out last year’s list of invasives and he is looking for input on updates to the list for 2006.  Species on the list are then eligible for funding for inventory.  For plants, last year’s list included autumn olive, buckthorns, Asian bush honeysuckle, Eurasian watermilfoil, garlic mustard, giant hogweed, herbicide resistant weeds (general category), Japanese honeysuckle, kudzu, purple loosestrife, Russian olive.  Useful additions to this list would include species that have very few occurrences in the state yet (e.g. black swallowwort with two known sites in Indiana).  Submit any suggested additions to him by end of May.   We are very fortunate that Chris is active in IPSAWG and helping to better integrate invasive plant issues into CAPS in Indiana.

Ellen – Lori Johnson-Roedell is now in charge of horticulture for both the Indianapolis Zoo and White River Gardens and plans to work with us on an invasive species policy for both locations.  We’re looking forward to working with her on this.
Ken Collins – Ken saw crews chipping shrubs on I-69 near Anderson and wonders whether this is normal maintenance or an eradication attempt.  He will contact Rick Phillabaum and find out for us.  
Tom Flatt – Tom introduced the group to Doug Keller who will start full time next week as Indiana’s first Aquatic Invasive Coordinator.  Doug was with Cikana fish hatchery for 15 years.  He is working under a federal grant to launch an aquatic invasive species program, including a website and early detection/rapid response projects.  

Bob Waltz – Reuben Keller spoke at Central Plant Board (plant health regulators from 12 state region) on his assessment project (which he presented to us at the last IPSAWG meeting) and was well received by the group.  Consistency of laws between states is an important topic to this group and assessment tools can help move toward consistency.  There was great interest in the key pathways of aquatic invasive introduction and spread, as well.   EAB update:  9 square miles in LaGrange Co. (this is another increase of ½ mile due to new find).  They are halfway through removal of 11,000 trees so far.  Steuben Co. has two sites that are close to each other (approx. 2.5 sq miles) and they are removing a total of 1000 trees between those two sites.  Wood will be burned at designated burn sites rather than trucked to Michigan.  Firewood quarantine is in place and being publicized.  Some fines have been assessed.  Michigan has many sites at this point; the firebreak concept (a six-mile wide band free of ash trees from southern MI to NW Ohio) has been abandoned.  MI estimated they need $50 million and received only $20 million.  Ohio estimates they need $11 million.  There are sites near Toledo in wetlands that have endangered species – they’re trying very hard to keep EAB out of sites like that.  Bob was asked the probability of unfound sites in IN.  He stated that it is possible there are still unfound sites.  They have been checking zipcodes from invaded areas in MI against the list of zipcodes of people who have made reservations at IN state parks to how much overlap there is.  So far there is no overlap.  Bob also noted that surveying for this beetle is difficult – it is largely in the tops of trees where detection is difficult.  

Next meeting:  April 20, 9 am to noon, NRCS office.
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