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Since a disaster presumably does not occur repeatedly, the petition would be for the current 
event. There could be a situation where due to the extent of the damage, repairs could take more 
than one year, in which case a petition should be filed each year. Assessors may make this 
determination on a case-by-case basis. 
 
What if the taxpayer files a petition but does not file supporting evidence for the assessor’s 
consideration? 
 
The assessing official must physically inspect the property and make a determination with the 
best information available. Taxpayers should be given the opportunity to provide evidence for 
consideration. The evidence could include, but not be limited to: photographs, video, repair bills, 
insurance claims, news articles, appraisals, reports and other documentation from local, state and 
federal agencies.   
 
Should an assessor refuse to accept a Form 137R from homeowners that the assessor 
believes do not qualify for reassessment? 
 
No. Any taxpayer who desires to file this petition should be allowed to do so. The assessing 
official then reviews the petition and reassesses the property if necessary. Since the county 
assessor is required to give notice of his/her action to the taxpayer, I.C. 6-1.1-15-5 would allow 
the taxpayer to file an appeal on the action, if so desired. 
 
Can a homeowner’s assessment be reduced because of damage to furniture and appliances? 
 
No, household items are not taxable, and no reduction in assessed value can be given. 
 
Does this process only apply to real property? 
 
No, personal property assessments based on Form 102 (Farmer), Form 103 (Business), and 
utility assessments can all be reassessed after a disaster to adjust for the percent of damage. 
 
Can the assessor file a petition on behalf of the homeowner? 
 
No, the taxpayer is required to file the Form 137R and sign, under oath, that the information is 
true and correct. 
 
Are there any other helpful hints that could be offered? 
 
When a homeowner comes into your office and files this petition, review the form and make 
certain there is current contact information included. If a person is forced to relocate because of 
the disaster and the form lists a mailing address and phone number for the destroyed or damaged 
home, it will be difficult to contact the taxpayer for more information. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact Assessment Director Barry Wood at 317.232.3762 
or Bwood@dlgf.in.gov.   
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