April 6, 2022

EDIC Conference

FDIC International is taking
over the Indiana Convention
Center from April 25-30! This
conference offers firefighters
from around the world the
chance to learn from world-
class instructors, attend
workshops and get hands-on
training on the latest products
and services available to the
industry.

Several speakers from
Indiana are taking the stage to
lead a variety of classes.

Check out the schedule of
events for Indiana speakers.

Cybersecurity A Priority as Russian
Aggression Continues

The ongoing turmoil in Ukraine continues to have a
rippling effect across the world as Russia’s aggression
shows no signs of slowing down. From fuel prices to
international diplomacy, the conflict has the potential to
bring us to a new dawn in global relations.

In addition to its nuclear arsenal, Russia also has
significant weapons at his disposal to wreak havoc on
the cyber world. Experts predict ongoing cyberattacks
on Ukraine, the United States and other allies—some of
which could impact the world like never before.

The federal government has been explicit in its
warnings that Russia operatives are planning to attack
the infrastructure of the country as a way of fighting
against the many economic sanctions placed on Russia
by the United States.

U.S. President Biden recently warned the U.S. needs to
take cybersecurity risks seriously, because it's not a
matter of if, but a matter of when.

IDHS can provide assistance on updating your
cybersecurity plans. Read the full story here to learn
who to contact to help you with these updates.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/21/statement-by-president-biden-on-our-nations-cybersecurity/?stream=top&utm_campaign=newsletter_axioslogin&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Register for the FDIC

JEMS Conference &
Expo

In tandem with the FDIC, the
JEMS Conference & Expo is
making its debut this month at
the Indiana Convention
Center from April 25-30.

The conference brings
together paramedics,
emergency medical
technicians, medical directors
and executives from EMS
providers including state and
private agencies, third service
and fire. This conference
provides education, training,
peer-to-peer sharing and
networking opportunities.

Register for JEMS

Conference and Expo

Recovery Reckonings

FEMA is still accepting
submissions for project
applications associated with
the COVID-19 disaster
declaration, also known as
DR4515. The 100% cost
share has been extended
through July 1, 2022. After
July 1, the federal cost share
will become 90%.

Government entities and
private nonprofits that have
not applied for assistance
through the PA program may
still do so. Visit the FEMA
Grants Portal to register and
begin an application. No
deadline exists at this point for
the submission of a request
for public assistance.

Organizations with questions
regarding this disaster event,
or the PA program in general,
can visit the IDHS PA
webpage for more
information.

CyberStart America Deadline

The deadline is coming soon for kids
in your community to sign up for
CyberStart America. This program
gives students in grades 9-12 free
access to the world-renowned
CyberStart game. It is an immersive cybersecurity
training game for high school students, with more than
200 unique security challenges that students can solve
as cybersecurity agents investigating criminal gangs.

The deadline is April 26, 2022. Learn more here about
how kids can earn scholarships by participating in this
program.

Local Fire Chiefs Empowered to
Ensure Fireworks Shows Are Safe

Firework shows are a staple of celebrations for many
Hoosiers. State Fire Marshal Joel Thacker wants to
keep it that way.

“Everyone loves a good fireworks display, but they
need to be safe,” said Thacker.

All public fireworks displays, even those organized by
local fire departments, must receive an Indiana
Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) permit, per
Indiana Code 22-11-14 and 675 Indiana Administrative
Code 12-9. The permit authorizes the use of
professional grade fireworks but is not effective until the
local fire chief approves the operator of the show and
inspects the display site to determine the display site
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Run with Shears 5K

Put on those running shoes!
The Run with Shears 5K is
coming up.

The race is hosted by the
Indiana EMS Memorial
Foundation. The foundation is
raising money to add an EMS
section to the Indianapolis
memorial honoring firefighters
and police officers who lost
their lives in the line of duty.

Runners and walkers of all
abilities are welcome to
participate in the race along
the Downtown Canal.

Where:

Indiana State Museum
South Lawn

650 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

When:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
9 a.m.

Register for the Run

with Shears 5K

Low-Head Dam
Awareness Month

April is Low-Head Dam
Awareness Month. Public
safety and emergency
management agencies
looking to increase public
awareness of the dangers

of these dams can find
information on the Low-Head
Dams page

on GetPrepared.in.gov. The
webpage includes links to a
map of known dams, Indiana
documentaries and other
resources.

and plan are safe.

“Many people call and ask the State Fire Marshal to
shut down fireworks shows, but that’s really the local
fire chief’s responsibility,” said Thacker. “IDHS handles
the display permits, but the local fire chief has the
ultimate authority to approve displays, or not.”

Click here to read more about what fire chiefs should
be looking for during a fireworks inspection.

Fireworks Sales
Inspections

All fireworks

manufacturers,

distributors and

sellers in Indiana

are required to

receive IDHS and

Bureau of Alcohol,

Tobacco, Firearms

and Explosives (ATF) permits. IDHS inspects these
locations as part of the permitting process. In 2021, the
agency inspected more than 600 fireworks sales
locations. Local building officials often inspect these
stores too, since they are considered hazardous
locations and most appear for a short time.

The most common retail violation found by IDHS is the
location being over its weight limit. The ATF is looking
for illegal explosives. Click here to continue reading
about the violations each agency should monitor.

PFAS Foam Collection Program
Prioritizes Firefighter Health

Governor Eric J. Holcomb called on fire departments
across the state to take advantage of Indiana’s new

foam collection program, which offers free collection
and disposal of PFAS foam, a known contaminant.

“Indiana has chosen to be a leader in this PFAS foam


https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/Indianapolis/RunWithShears?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/Indianapolis/RunWithShears?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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National Flood
Insurance Program

When It Rains, It Floods.

Flooding is one of the most
common natural disasters that
occur in the United States,
and Indiana experienced 103
flooding or heavy rain

events in 2021

alone. According to the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA),
$282.46 million of FEMA flood
insurance claims have been
paid in Indiana since 1978.
There are more than

2.5 million households in
Indiana, but only 17,390
insurance policies in effect,
per EEMA.

To reduce the number of
homes financially devastated
by flooding, the Indiana
Department of Homeland
Security (IDHS), Indiana
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), Indiana
Department of Insurance and
FEMA encourage all Hoosier
homeowners and renters to
purchase flood insurance
protection. While purchasing
flood insurance might seem
costly, the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) is
available to help provide
citizens affordable flood
insurance coverage based on
the area they live in.

Learn more at
www.in.gov/floodinsurance.

program, because, frankly, firefighting is hard enough
without having to worry about these hazardous
chemicals,” Holcomb said. “We hope more departments
will sign up so we can do all we can to protect Indiana
firefighters.”

About 200 fire departments have already signed on to
participate as of April 1, and about 50,000 gallons of
foam has been identified that will be safely disposed of
at no cost to the departments. Representatives from
U.S. Ecology will be contacting departments in April to
arrange pickup for PFAS material to prepare it for
disposal.

Read more about the PFAS foam collection program
and how you can report your foam to be picked up.

Clinton Co. Sheriff's Deputy
Receives Award from State Fire
Marshal

Deputy Yoder Receives Certificate of
Appreciation

One of the core reasons first responders sign up for the
job is to help Hoosiers. Police officers, firefighters and
EMS personnel go out every day to assist people in
need ... often without a second of hesitation. It's the
urge to do what's right that the State Fire Marshal
wants to highlight in the first responder community—
even when the outcome is tragic

In February, Clinton County Sheriff's Deputy Jared
Yoder received a Certificate of Appreciation from the
Indiana State Fire Marshal’s Office for his actions when


https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-6d5090d6914aa25d&q=1&e=46fb3bad-bdc3-4c16-a31f-b40aefc51b7a&u=https%3A%2F%2Fnfipservices.floodsmart.gov%2Freports-flood-insurance-data%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery
http://www.in.gov/floodinsurance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Noblesville Fire Officer

A Noblesville Fire Department
lieutenant is now among an
elite group of firefighters. Lt.
Scott Hunter is one of only
602 firefighters in the world to
complete and receive the Fire
Officer (FO) credentials from
the Commission on
Professional Credentialing
(CPQ).

The designation is a voluntary
program designed to
recognize individuals who
demonstrate their excellence
in seven measured
components: experience,
education, professional
development, professional
contributions, association
membership, community
involvement and technical
competence. Continue
reading here about what
Hunter says continually
motivates him to keep
excelling in his career.

Center Grove School
District Opens EOC

Crisis events at schools have
unfortunately become more
common in the U.S. No
community wants to think
about whether it could
“happen here.”

The Center Grove Community
School Corporation is making
sure it is prepared for
anything. Center Grove

he was first to the scene of a fire.

On Jan. 14, Yoder received a call about a house fire
with entrapment at a rural home. As he pulled up to the
scene, he could see large flames and heavy smoke
coming from the house. A family member, who had
made it out of the house, told him there were two
children trapped inside. Yoder immediately went into
the house to try to find the children.

Read more here to find out the struggles he had to
deal with and why Yoder says this event was a wake-up
call.

In Memoriam

Crown Point Fire Chief Dave Crane

IDHS mourns the loss of a Hoosier hero, Crown Point
Fire Chief Dave Crane. Crane took the helm of the fire
department in May 2017. He was the the department's
first full-time fire chief to also be a certified paramedic.

Crown Point Fire Rescue says Crane always wanted to
be firefighter. He started the Lake Dalecarlia cadet
program at only 16 years old. He then began 41 years
of fire service in Lake Dale before joining the City of
Crown Point.

The thoughts and prayers of the IDHS team are with
the Crane family and the Crown Point Fire Department.

The 2022 Legislative Session

The 2022 Legislative Session is complete. The House
and Senate passed two bills that affect IDHS and



already has an established
police department in their
school system. This year, the
school corporation teamed up
with White River Township
Fire Department and the
Bargersville Community Fire
Department to build an
Emergency Operations
Center (EOC) on school
grounds.

The Center Grove EOC
provides central monitoring for
nearly 700 security cameras,
alarms and severe weather
conditions.

Click here to see a slideshow
of the first-of-its-kind EOC.

2022 North American
Police Work Dog
Association (NAPWDA)
National Workshop

The Montgomery County
Sheriff's Office and the
Crawfordsville Police
Department are hosting the
2022 NAPWDA National
Workshop. The workshop will
cover all phases associated
with patrol, including tactical
techniques and scenario-
based training.

Learn more about this
workshop and register on the
NAPWDA event webpage.

Upcoming Events

National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week

e April 10-16

stakeholders. Descriptions of the two bills are below.
HEA 1314, Public Safety Matters

e Requires IDHS, IDOH, the Statewide 911 Board
and the Integrated Public Safety Commission to
make recommendations to the General
Assembly regarding ways to increase 911
system operability between counties and how to
improve trauma care in Indiana.

(0]

Increases the amount of money in the
Regional Public Safety Training Fund by
reallocating how funds collected from the
Public Safety Fee are distributed.

Changing the distribution of funds will
allow IDHS to offer more education and
training opportunities to the public safety
community in Indiana.

e Increases benefits for IDHS fire investigators

(0]

It makes it easier for IDHS fire
investigators to obtain death benefits if
they die in the line of duty by granting a
presumption of death in the line of duty
for certain cancers and illnesses.

Allows their surviving spouse and
children to receive healthcare insurance
from IDHS.

SEA 381, Regulation of Radioactive Material

e Allows IDHS to become an "Agreement State"
with the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

(o}

Enables IDHS to assume regulatory
responsibilities for certain radioactive
materials in the state and partner with the
industry to ensure these sources are
used safely.

Recent Legislation Moves Indiana
toward NRC Agreement State

Governor Eric J. Holcomb signed Senate Bill 381 into
law on March 7, 2022, setting the framework for Indiana
to enter into an agreement with the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). An agreement would
allow state officials to assume regulatory authority over
industrial, medical, academic and general use of
radioactive materials.

IDHS is now taking the lead in making this agreement
official with the NRC. It is going to require a heavy lift.
Continue reading here to learn about the strict
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Arson Awareness Week

. May 1-7

Building Safety Month

e May

EMS Week

e May 15-21

CPR/AED Awareness Week

e June 1-7

Fireworks Safety Month

e June

requirements of the NRC and why Gov. Holcomb says
this is a priority for Indiana’s future.

FEMA Provides More Than $2
Billion in COVID-19 Funeral
Assistance

Assistance is still available!

As of April, FEMA had distributed more than $2.1 billion
in financial assistance given to families who've lost a
loved one to COVID-19. $43 million of that amount went
to Hoosier families. But the program is not done yet.
FEMA still has financial assistance available.

Financial assistance is available for COVID-19 related
funeral expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 2020. IDHS
highly encourages people to use this benefit to ease the
monetary burden created by losing a family member to
COVID-19.

More than 22,000 Hoosiers have died from COVID-19,
but only 6,200 families have applied for and received
funeral assistance.

A list of the conditions that must be met to receive
assistance is available here.

Update from IDHS Grants Section

IntelliGrants Purge

IDHS will be purging cancelled grant applications and
in-process applications that were never submitted in
IntelliGrants. Declined or denied applications will be
kept in the system.

IDHS now has a form to delete unwanted applications
in IntelliGrants. Before filling out the form, please be
sure that you have the document ID number for each
application.

A maximum of five applications at a time can be
requested on one form. Enter only one application
name to be deleted per field. If you have more than five
applications to delete, please submit multiple forms.

Access form here

This form is on the IDHS website as well. The
developer will purge the applications by the following
quarter end dates:

* 6/30/2022
» 9/30/2022
» 12/31/2022
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Upcoming Trainings

Trainings in April and May
include courses like Public
Information Basics, ICS 300,
ICS 400 and State Fire
Marshal Interchanges.

You can find a comprehensive
list of upcoming trainings
here. Register for all classes
on the Acadis Portal.

Public Safety Jobs
Dashboard

Check out all the current
openings on the IDHS Public
Safety Jobs dashboard. If
your agency is hiring and
would like to promote the job,
submit your information below
the dashboard. It's free.

Quick Links
iGMS
IntelliGrants

Acadis Training Portal

IDHS Calendar of Events

» 3/31/2023

If you have any questions, contact the IDHS Grants
Section by filling out a grants support ticket.

DUNS Number Change

As of April 4, the federal government is no longer using
the DUNS number to uniquely identify entities and
instead using the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) created
in SAM.gov. To receive federal funding, an entity must
have an active UEI number. Any grants awarded from
IDHS now require an active UEI number. Please
prepare accordingly to have an active UEI prior to
applying for grants.

This change allows the government to streamline the
entity identification and validation process, making it
easier for entities to do business with the federal
government.

Current SAM.gov registrants already have been
assigned their UEI and can view it within SAM.gov. This
includes inactive registrations. The UEI can be found
below the DUNS Number on your entity registration
record. Remember, you must be signed in to your
SAM.gov account to view entity records.

IDHS recommends that applicants review the SAM.gov
database to ensure their UEI number is updated and
active.

Indiana Department of Homeland Security

pio@dhs.IN.gov

dhs.IN.gov
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A New Age of Cybersecurity: How to Protect Against a Cyberattack in This New
World

The ongoing turmoil in Ukraine continues to have a rippling effect across the world as
Russia’s aggression shows no signs of slowing down. From fuel prices to international
diplomacy, the conflict has the potential to bring us to a new dawn in global relations.

In addition to its nuclear arsenal, Russia also has significant weapons at his disposal to
wreak havoc on the cyber world. Experts predict ongoing cyberattacks on Ukraine, the
United States and other allies—some of which could impact the world like never before.

The federal government has been explicit in its warnings that Russia operatives are
planning to attack the infrastructure of the country as a way of fighting against the many
economic sanctions placed on Russia by the United States.

U.S. President Biden recently warned the U.S. needs to take cybersecurity risks
seriously, because it's not a matter of if, but a matter of when.

“If you have not already done so, | urge our private sector partners to harden your cyber
defenses immediately by implementing the best practices we have developed together
over the last year,” Biden said. “You have the power, the capacity and the responsibility
to strengthen the cybersecurity and resilience of the critical services and technologies
on which Americans rely.

“We need everyone to do their part, to meet one of the defining threats of our time—
your vigilance and urgency today can prevent or mitigate attacks tomorrow,” Biden
added.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/21/statement-by-president-biden-on-our-nations-cybersecurity/



One important step toward cybersecurity is to update Continuity of Operations (COOP)
or Continuity of Government (COG) plans.

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security and FEMA offer robust resources to help
an agency prepare for a disruptive event. Scott Huffman serves as the Indiana
Continuity Planning Manager and has expertise in helping you determine those
essential systems and personnel necessary to provide basic services.

Scott Huffman

State Continuity Planning Manager

shuffman@dhs.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/continuity/

Please take the time to review your plans and learn more about the real threat of cyber-
attacks to Indiana and beyond. Preparation and planning provide the best protection
from cyber risks, which have never been greater across the world.

Learn More
e FEMA Guide to Continuity of Government
o Disaster Recovery (Indiana Office of Technology)
e Indiana Cybersecurity Hub
e Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)




https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/continuity

https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/continuity

mailto:shuffman@dhs.in.gov

https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/continuity

https://www.in.gov/dhs/files/FEMA-Guide-Continuity-For-State-Local-Tribal-Territorial-Governments-July-2021.pdf

https://www.in.gov/iot/security/disaster-recovery/

https://www.in.gov/cybersecurity/

https://www.cisa.gov/shields-up
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Center Grove Emergency Operations Center Opens

Crisis events at schools have unfortunately become more common in the U.S. No
community wants to think about whether it could “happen here.” The Center Grove
Community School Corporation is making sure it is prepared for anything. Center Grove
already has an established police department in their school system. This year, the
school corporation teamed up with White River Township Fire Department and the
Bargersville Community Fire Department to build an Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) on school grounds. The Center Grove EOC provides central monitoring for
nearly 700 security cameras, alarms and severe weather conditions.





		Center Grove Emergency Operations Center Opens




Clinton County Sheriff's Deputy Receives Certificate of Appreciation

IDHS fire investigator Joe Tanasovich (left) presents State Fire
Marshal Certificate of Appreciation to Clinton County sheriff's
deputy Jared Yoder (right).

One of the core reasons first responders sign up for the job is to help Hoosiers. Police
officers, firefighters and EMS personnel go out every day to assist people in need ...
often without a second of hesitation. It's the urge to do what’s right that the State Fire
Marshal wants to highlight in the first responder community—even when the outcome is
tragic.

In February, Clinton County Sheriff's Deputy Jared Yoder received a Certificate of
Appreciation from the Indiana State Fire Marshal’'s Office for his actions when he was
first to the scene of a fire.

On Jan. 14, Yoder received a call about a house fire with entrapment at a rural home.
As he pulled up to the scene, he could see large flames and heavy smoke coming from
the house. A family member, who had made it out of the house, told him there were two
children trapped inside. Yoder immediately went into the house to try to find the
children.

“The smoke made the attempt very difficult. | could not see anything. | had a flashlight,
but | could only see inches in front of the flashlight due to the smoke, making my light
for the most part useless,” he said. “I had to hold my breath for a long period of

time. The heat was extreme, and the popping of the fire made it so much more intense.”





“Without hesitation, Deputy Yoder made a significant attempt to rescue the two juveniles
by entering the burning building, without regard for his own safety. In this moment, he
went above and beyond the call of duty,” said IDHS Fire Investigator Joe Tanasovich.

Unfortunately, the intense fire made it impossible for Yoder to locate the children and
they passed away.

Yoder says this event was a wake-up call.

“‘Everyone stresses the importance of having and testing your smoke alarms. | have
been guilty of pushing these off as well. Unfortunately, it takes extreme and sad events
like this to really open your eyes. | will ask everyone again to either get smoke alarms if
you don't have them or test them regularly because they will save lives!”

To nominate a person for a State Fire Marshal or Indiana EMS award, please visit
the Indiana Department of Homeland Security website.




https://www.in.gov/dhs/fire-and-building-safety/division-of-fire-and-building-safety-overview/special-recognitions
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		IDHS fire investigator Joe Tanasovich (left) presents State Fire Marshal Certificate of Appreciation to Clinton County sheriff's deputy Jared Yoder (right).




CyberStart America Deadline Looms

cyberstart

The deadline is coming soon for kids in your community to sign up for CyberStart
America. This program gives students in Grades 9-12 free access to the world-
renowned CyberStart game. It is an immersive cybersecurity training game for high
school students, with more than 200 unique security challenges that students can solve
as cybersecurity agents investigating criminal gangs. Students get access to an
extensive field manual featuring video demos, top tips and essential background
information to help with challenges. By signing up for this program, students can unlock
a hidden interest, progress from novice to expert and demonstrate skills to win
scholarships.

Students who score highly during the 2021-22 competition will be invited to apply for a
scholarship award offered by The National Cyber Scholarship Foundation (NCSF) once
the program closes in late April. 704 Indiana students from 76 schools have registered
to play the game so far, and 13.78% of Hoosier students who registered qualified for the
semifinals, bringing Indiana into the top 10 states with semifinalist qualifiers.

Given the current environment with cybersecurity concerns coming from abroad, getting
kids used to being secure online sets them up for a safer future. In addition, the
competition provides a solid foundation for any child who may pursue a computer
science or cybersecurity career.

Key Deadlines

e Registration ends: April 26, 2022
Gameplay ends: April 27, 2022
Top players invited to apply for scholarships: Apr 29, 2022
Scholarship application deadline: May 13, 2022
Scholarship winners announced: Jun 1, 2022

Learn more at the CyberStart America website.




https://www.cyberstartamerica.org/
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FDIC Speakers

FDIC International is taking over the Indiana Convention Center on April 25-30! This
conference offers firefighters from around the world to learn from world-class
instructors, attend workshops and get hands-on training on the latest products and
services available to the industry.

Dr. Candace Ashby
Battalion Chief, Indianapolis Fire Department

Leadership from the Bottom Up!

This fun and engaging personal leadership development class is designed to inspire,
educate, and motivate attendees on the vital role they play in the success of the
organization. Attendees, from firefighters to fire chiefs, will walk away with valuable
information on caring for the organizational spirit while enhancing individual, team, and
organizational performance.

o April 25
e 3:45p.m.
e 515p.m.
o April 28
e 1:30 p.m.
e 3:15p.m.

Eric Dreiman
Chief of Training, Indianapolis Fire Department

Vent-Enter-Isolate-Search: Increasing Victim Survivability

Learn the techniques and thought processes necessary for successfully conducting
vent-enter-isolate-search. Live fire and a series of visual and audible stressors that are





part of this class will prepare you to rapidly solve problems you are likely to encounter
on today's fireground, including security features on windows, large and obese victims,
rapid fire spread, hoarding conditions, flow path management, and the use of thermal
imaging cameras.

e April 25
¢ 8a.m. tonoon
e 1to5pm.

e April 26
¢ 8a.m.tonoon
e 1to5pm.

Charlie Fadale
Chief of Safety and Training, Fishers Fire Department

Fireground Skills and Drills for Success in Suburbia

This class is for firefighters serving on departments outside big city limits where staffing
is lean but fireground objectives still require urban tactics. When faced with limited
staffing on apparatus, efficiency in fireground duties become paramount. This class will
give students multiple techniques to overcome this common issue by providing
extensive hands-on opportunities in the areas of search, ground ladder deployment,
victim removal, hook and can searches with live fire, hose deployment, and
advancement.

e April 25
e 8am.to5pm.
o April 26

e 8am.to5pm.

Tobias Frost
Captain, Lafayette Fire Department






Things That Go Boom: BHO Extraction Labs

When fire meets hazmat: Butane hash oil (BHO) labs are becoming more and more
common, both commercial and illicit. There have been numerous large fires or
explosions associated with these operations. This class will explore the hazards of
these labs and the hazards of these labs on fire, case studies and lessons learned, and
the components of various production methods and the hazards associated with them.

o April 28
e 1:30t0 3:15 p.m.

Aleatha A. Henderson
Director of Public Education/Firefighters Survive Alive — Fire & Life Safety Division,
Indifnapolis Fire Department

Survive Alive: The Ultimate Public Education Program

The Firefighters Survive Alive class will introduce participants to the high-tech,
interactive, and remote operated educational experience Survive Alive! Participants will
be captivated by the facility and the equipment. They will also learn how they can start
their own Survive Alive through grants and community contributions.

o April 27
e 1:30to 3:15 p.m.





Mark Litwinko
Lieutenant, —

Active Shooter Response for First-Due Company

This class will provide the basic principles of the Rescue Task Force and Tactical
Emergency Casualty Care to better respond to high-threat active assailant incidents.
Current evolution of these events shows the need for responders to continue to adapt
strategy and tactics to safely and efficiently mitigate them. Students will be provided the
tools, skills, and information for continued training at their own agencies specific to RTF
implementation and will leave with instructional materials, knowledge of evidence-based
medicine specific to high-threat incidents, and a framework for program design.

o April 25
e 8am.to5pm.
o April 26

e 8am.to5pm.

John Shafer

Chief of Training & Safety, Washington ToMship/Avon Fire Department

Responding to Places of Worship in Suburban and Rural America

Almost every agency in North America will typically have at least one house of worship
for which they will be responsible for providing fire protection. Rural fire districts and
limited-staffed suburban departments have unique challenges: lack of water supply, lack
of resources, and long response times. Topics include fire behavior in an open-floor
plan church building, building construction, initial apparatus positioning, size-up, initial
line selection that focuses on obtaining maximum water with minimum personnel,

forcible entry challenges, water supply, managing void spaces, rapid intervention, and
ventilation.





o April 29
e 8:30to 10:15 a.m.

Todd Taylor
Wayne Township Fire Department — Advanced Rescue Solutions
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Heavy Vehicle Extrication

This class will equip students to better prepare for an incident involving semis and
heavy vehicles by discussing vehicle design and construction and exploring how this
relates to the incident. These vehicles are constructed much differently than regular
vehicles; therefore, normal vehicle extrication techniques will not accomplish the
objective of safe patient removal. Students will be able to perform various techniques on
actual heavy vehicles, which may include semi tractor, trailers, and school buses.
Students will learn techniques for rescue from side underrides, rollovers, and rear
underrides. In addition, students will be introduced to the use of rotating wreckers to
assist in the rescue of potential victims.

o April 25
¢ 8a.m.tonoon
e 1to5pm.

o April 26
¢ 8a.m.tonoon
e 1to5pm.

Steven White
Battalion Chief, Fishers Fire Department

Large Truck Extrication

Rescuers should not take a passenger vehicle approach to a large truck extrication.
Students will gain working knowledge of large truck and trailer construction including air,
electrical, and suspension systems and learn options for use of electric, pneumatic, and
hydraulic tools to stabilize, gain access, and perform disentanglement from semi





tractors, large straight trucks, and cars trapped under trailers. Working with heavy
wreckers will be also covered.

o April 27
e 1:30to 3:15 p.m.

Scott Zelhart
Battalion Chief, SCBA Program Coordinator, Fishers Fire Department

Developing and Managing a Breathing Air Maintenance Program

This class is for individuals who are considering starting their own in-house breathing air
maintenance programs or who currently have in-house programs but are looking to
improve, change, or modify their existing format to better serve the firefighter, our

ultimate customer. The basic elements of a program will be covered along with a SWAT
analysis to better enable the student to further define needs.

e April 27
e 1:30to 3:15 p.m.





		FDIC Speakers

		Leadership from the Bottom Up!

		Vent-Enter-Isolate-Search: Increasing Victim Survivability

		Fireground Skills and Drills for Success in Suburbia

		Things That Go Boom: BHO Extraction Labs

		Survive Alive: The Ultimate Public Education Program

		Active Shooter Response for First-Due Company

		Responding to Places of Worship in Suburban and Rural America

		Heavy Vehicle Extrication

		Large Truck Extrication

		Developing and Managing a Breathing Air Maintenance Program






FEMA Provides Over $2 Billion in COVID-19 Funeral Assistance

Assistance Still Available

Coronavirus {COVID-19) Funeral Assistance

[T p——— TP T | SR ——

FEMA Funeral Assistance Flyer

As of April, FEMA had distributed more than $2.1 billion in financial assistance given to
families who've lost a loved one to COVID-19. $43 million of that amount went to
Hoosier families. But the program is not done yet. FEMA still has financial assistance
available.

Financial assistance is available for COVID-19 related funeral expenses incurred after
Jan. 20, 2020. IDHS highly encourages people to use this benefit to ease the monetary
burden created by losing a family member to COVID-19.

More than 22,000 Hoosiers have died from COVID-19, but only 6,200 families have
applied for and received funeral assistance.

To be eligible for funeral assistance, an applicant must meet the following conditions:

o For deaths that occurred after May 16, 2020, the death certificate must indicate
the death was attributed to COVID-19.

o For deaths that occurred from Jan. 20 to May 16, 2020, any death certificate that
does not attribute the cause of death to COVID-19 must have an additional
signed statement listing COVID-19 as a cause or contributing cause of death.



https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_funeral-assistance-flier_102021.pdf



« The signed statement must be provided by the original certifier of the
death certificate or the local medical examiner or coroner from the
jurisdiction in which the death occurred. The statement must provide an
additional explanation linking the cause of death on the death certificate to
COVID-19.

Applicants are encouraged to keep documentation of the funeral expenses and the
death certificate.

Covered expenses typically include, but are not limited to:

Funeral services

Cremation

Interment

Transportation for up to two individuals to identify the deceased individual
Transfer of remains

Casket or urn

Burial plot or cremation niche

Marker or headstone

Clergy or officiant services

Arrangement of funeral ceremony

Use of funeral home equipment or staff

Costs associated with producing and certifying multiple death certificates
Additional expenses mandated by any applicable local or state government laws
or ordinances

Hoosiers can apply by calling (844) 684-6333 to speak with a FEMA representative.
More information is on IDHS’ Individual Assistance webpage and on FEMA’s COVID-19
Funeral Assistance website. Funeral Assistance for COVID-19 related items is made

available through the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act of 2021 and the American Rescue Act of 2021.



https://www.in.gov/dhs/emergency-management-and-preparedness/individual-assistance

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
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Foam Collection Program Prioritizes Firefighter Health

Governor Eric J. Holcomb called on fire departments across the state to take advantage
of Indiana’s new foam collection program, which offers free collection and disposal of
PFAS foam, a known contaminant.

Holcomb was joined recently by fire leaders from across Indiana at the Greensburg Fire
Department to celebrate the official launch of the Class-B PFAS Foam Collection
Initiative. With help from a grant, the Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS)
and the Indiana Department of Environmental Management will offer the free pickup
and disposal service to fire departments that register on the IDHS website (dhs.in.gov).

‘Indiana has chosen to be a leader in this PFAS foam program, because, frankly,
firefighting is hard enough without having to worry about these hazardous chemicals,”
Holcomb said. “We hope more departments will sign up so we can do all we can to
protect Indiana firefighters.”

About 200 fire departments have already signed on to participate as of April 1, and
about 50,000 gallons of foam has been identified that will be safely disposed of at no
cost to the departments. Representatives from US Ecology will be contacting
departments directly in April to arrange a pickup for PFAS material to prepare it for
disposal.

The Indiana Class-B Foam Collection Initiative makes Indiana one of only a handful of
states in the country to create a PFAS foam disposal program. This program allows the
state to offer a free pickup and environmentally friendly disposal service, which saves
fire departments thousands of dollars in disposal costs while protecting Hoosiers and
the Indiana environment.

PFAS are widely used, long-lasting chemicals, components of which break down slowly
over time. Because of their widespread use and their persistence in the environment,
PFAS can be found in the blood of people and animals all over the world and are
present at low levels in a variety of food products and in the environment. Extended





exposure to PFAS chemicals has been linked to four of the top eight types of cancer
most common to firefighters: testicular, prostate, mesothelioma and non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma.

In 2020, Indiana law prohibited the use of PFAS foam for any training purposes.

“This collection program is an opportunity for the State to honor those men and women
who sacrifice so much for us every day,” State Fire Marshal Joel Thacker said. “PFAS
exposure represents a hidden danger to firefighters, and Indiana is determined to
protect them as much as possible through this program.”

For more information, visit the IDHS website.




https://www.in.gov/dhs/fire-and-building-safety/division-of-fire-and-building-safety-overview/foam-program



		Foam Collection Program Prioritizes Firefighter Health




Local Fire Chiefs Empowered to Ensure Fireworks Show Safety

Firework shows are a staple of celebrations for many Hoosiers. State Fire Marshal Joel
Thacker wants to keep it that way.

“Everyone loves a good fireworks display, but they need to be safe,” said Thacker.

All public fireworks displays, even those organized by local fire departments, must
receive an Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) permit, per Indiana Code
22-11-14 and 675 Indiana Administrative Code 12-9. The permit authorizes the use of
professional grade fireworks but is not effective until the local fire chief approves the
operator of the show and inspects the display site to determine the display site and plan
are safe.

“‘Many people call and ask the State Fire Marshal to shut down fireworks shows, but
that’s really the local fire chief's responsibility,” said Thacker. “IDHS handles the display
permits, but the local fire chief has the ultimate authority to approve displays, or not.”

An IDHS permit is needed not only to conduct the public display, but also to possess
and transport the fireworks in the shows. In 2021, IDHS issued more than 880 public
fireworks display permits. Still, a common issue is that the display operator, or “shooter,’



http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2019/ic/titles/022#22-11-14

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2019/ic/titles/022#22-11-14

http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/iac_title?iact=675



does not file for a permit at all. In those cases, Thacker recommends the local fire chief
take the initiative to contact the shooter and get it resolved.

“If there’s a show in your community, you should know about it. Go to your municipality
and ask if there is a signed a contract. If so, reach out to the show operator and ask if
they got their permit,” Thacker said. “If you’re not 100% comfortable with the operation,
don’t sign off on the permit.”

Fire chiefs should keep their email address updated with their municipality and IDHS to
ensure the permit application information goes to the right place in a timely manner.
Once chiefs receive notice, they should review the shooter’s resume and inspect the
fireworks display site using the NFPA 1123 Code for Fireworks Display.

IDHS Hazmat and Code Enforcement personnel are available to field questions about
details of the fireworks codes, including the requirement to have a certificate of
insurance as well as how to store the fireworks properly. For example, fireworks should
not be stored at a fire department or in a trailer in a driveway.

Mark Hart, deputy chief of operations for Zionsville Fire Department, says a typical
inspection takes only 15-30 minutes and primarily involves measuring setback
distances, checking the sizes of the shells to be used and making sure the site setup
matches the diagram from the permit.

“A lot of times the guy who does the diagram may not be the same guy who is doing the
show, and he might just say, ‘I'm just going to move it over here,’ but it's not where the
state approved it,” Hart said.

Sometimes, Hart says, vendors base their application on using 5-inch shells, which
requires a setback of 350 feet, but then they may throw in a 6-inch shell. That increases
the necessary setback to 420 feet. Hart adds that most operators are honest, but he has
heard many negative stories. Although it may be inconvenient, fire chiefs should feel
empowered to tell the operator not to deviate from the permit or request that the
operator resend the permit with alterations.

“When you sign the permit, you're putting your reputation, your position, everything on
the line,” Hart said. “You’re basically taking the responsibility for it.”

Fire chiefs and their fire marshals are encouraged to take the Guidelines for Public
Fireworks Displays course offered on the Acadis Portal. It guides departments through
the legal requirements for fireworks displays to ensure operators and spectators are
safe from hazards. IDHS also offers a checklist and a brief online video with an
overview of the process.



https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=1123

https://ingov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mbeam1_dhs_in_gov/Documents/Migrated_Home_Drive/Hoosier%20Responder/April%202022/Public-Fireworks-Display-Checklist.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zP7t2HPLq34



Fireworks Sales Inspections

All fireworks manufacturers, distributors and sellers in Indiana are required to receive
IDHS permits. IDHS inspects these locations as part of the permitting process. In 2021,
the agency inspected more than 600 fireworks sales locations. Local building officials
often inspect these stores too, since they are considered hazardous locations and most
appear for a short time.

The most common retail violation found by IDHS is the location being over its weight
limit. Fire and building codes state that non-sprinkler locations are limited to 500 pounds
of explosives and for sprinklered locations, it is 1,000 pounds. It does not take many
fireworks to reach those limits, says IDHS Code Enforcement Inspector Rob Miller.

Other code violations local inspectors should keep an eye out for are having the
necessary fire exits, no-smoking signs and documentation of sprinkler system
maintenance.

In addition to an IDHS permit, a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) license or permit is required to be able to sell, transport, receive or use display
fireworks. The consequences of not following these procedures or having the correct
permits can be severe: In July 2020, an Ohio resident died after being struck in the
head by a display firework that was sold to him illegally in Indiana. The ATF launched
an investigation and charged the seller with two federal crimes, each punishable by up
to 10 years in prison.

The ATF finds that illegal explosives often are made by manufacturers without a license
to operate and are sold without the required permit. Some of these fireworks are poorly
made and are sensitive to heat, shock, electrostatic discharge and friction. These
fireworks can cause injury or death when ignited, either accidentally or intentionally.



https://www.atf.gov/explosives/fireworks

https://www.atf.gov/explosives/fireworks
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Miller says it is difficult for the average person to differentiate between a legal or illegal
firework, since they often look the same. Here are some indicators that fireworks may
be illegal:

Fireworks in brown paper wrapping instead of cellophane

Items in boxes that have no graphics or markings

A firework that is being sold in a non-commercial location, such as a vehicle or
residence

Seller has no evidence of a receipt or commercial packaging

Seller cannot say where the firework was originally purchased

If you recognize any of these signs, the fireworks may be illegal and potentially
dangerous. Report the seller to the ATF at 1-888-283-2662.
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Noblesville Firefighter Receives Fire Officer Credentials

A Noblesville Fire Department lieutenant is now among an elite group of firefighters. Lt.
Scott Hunter is one of only 602 firefighters in the world to complete and receive the Fire
Officer (FO) credentials from the Commission on Professional Credentialing (CPC).

The designation is a voluntary program designed to recognize individuals who
demonstrate their excellence in seven measured components: experience, education,
professional development, professional contributions, association membership,
community involvement and technical competence. In addition, all applicants must
identify a future professional development plan.

The FO designation program uses a comprehensive peer review model to evaluate
candidates seeking the credential. The CPC awards the designation only after an
individual successfully meets all the organization's stringent criteria. Lt. Hunter says the
application process can be quite intimidating. But he called it a very humbling
experience.

Hunter was drawn to public safety from a young age. "In high school, | volunteered in a
local emergency department and was part of an ambulance services' explorer program.
After my first year of college, | enlisted in the Army Reserves as a combat medic and
surgical technician. But it was as | was graduating college, | realized | wanted to pursue
a career in the fire and emergency services," said Hunter. Since graduating college,
Hunter stayed on track with his passion. He’s now completing year 13 of his career.





Hunter said he enjoys the variety of work this field brings, “We can respond to multiple
medical runs, water rescues, and structure fires in a single shift." He also appreciates
that despite the rapid growth of Noblesville, the fire department remains tied to the
community through numerous public education events and school programs.

Hunter said earning the designation helps him keep pushing himself in his career. "It
was a way to hold myself accountable to my peers to continue my service and
development," said Hunter. "The Fire Officer designation challenges me to better myself
continuously and contribute to the communities | serve," he added. The Fire Officer
designation lasts three years. To keep it, a FO must follow a renewal process that re-
evaluates professional development, professional contributions & recognition,
professional memberships and affiliations, and community involvement since the last
application. Hunter said he "definitely planned to maintain the designation.”

Noblesville Fire Chief Matt Mitchell said of Hunter's credentials, “Achieving this
designation signifies Scott’'s commitment to his career in fire and emergency services
and his emphasis on professional growth. I'm proud of Lt. Hunter for earning this
distinction, and the example it sets for his fellow firefighters with life-long learning, skill
development and community service.”
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Recent Legislation Moves Indiana Toward NRC Agreement State

Governor Eric J. Holcomb signed Senate Bill 381 into law on March 7, 2022, setting the
framework for Indiana to enter into an agreement with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC). Currently, the NRC is the main regulatory authority for radioactive
materials in the state of Indiana with IDHS as the main response body and regulator of
Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (NORM). An agreement would allow the state
to assume regulatory authority over industrial, medical, academic and general use of
radioactive materials. After an agreement is in place, the NRC would assume a
collaborative role and ensure National Material Program standards are met.

The process to become an agreement state takes three to five years as the state
develops the program and submits a full application to the NRC for review and approval.
Holcomb said this agreement has his full support. “As Governor, | will ensure that
Indiana dedicates the resources necessary to meet the requirements of the Agreement.
Upon becoming an Agreement State, we will work to create an accessible and efficient
regulatory program for the benefit of our citizens and communities and make available
resources for sustainable radiation safety,” said Holcomb.

IDHS has a team ready to tackle this program and push to make this agreement official.
IDHS must prove that it has the processes, standards and personnel in place before the
NRC will sign the agreement with the state. Radiation Programs Director Sarah Chaney
said of the work her team is taking on, “The state of Indiana is actively working to build a
well-developed, trained team that will be effective in protecting public health and the
safety and security of radiological materials.”

During the multi-year process, IDHS must hire health physicists that will focus on the
inspection and licensing of facilities and individuals who possess, storage and use
radioactive material within the state. The training required by the NRC to become an
Inspector/License Reviewer is two years of intense courses that the NRC provides to
the state.





If you have any questions regarding this agreement, contact Chaney
at schaney@dhs.in.gov.




mailto:schaney@dhs.in.gov
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Upcoming Trainings

Register for all classes in Acadis Portal.

April

<
Q
<

June

April 1-3: Public Safety Leadership Development 300 (Warsaw)

April 12: MGT 448: All-Hazards Planning for Animal, Agricultural and Food-
Related Disasters (Morocco)

April 19-21: L105: Public Information Basics (Plainfield)

April 23-24: Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents
(Plainfield)

April 23-24: K9 410: Advanced Land Cadaver Techniques for K9s (Brazil)
April 30: SAR 530: Lost Person Behavior (Brazil)

May 2—4: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Plainfield)
May 7: State Fire Marshal Interchange Session (Plainfield)

May 9-11: L102: Science of Disaster (Plainfield)

May 10: Mitigated Speech (Plainfield)

May 13: K9 660: Pretest (Brazil)

May 13-15: Public Safety Leadership Development 100 (Sellersburg)

May 14-15: K9 650: K9 Credentialing Test (Brazil)

May 14-21: ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (Valparaiso)
May 17-18: L103: Planning: Emergency Operations (Evansville)

May 20: K9 200: Basic Air Scenting Techniques for K9s (Brazil)

May 21-22: K9 300: Intermediate Air Scenting Techniques for K9s (Brazil)
May 24-26: L202: Debris Management Planning for State, Tribal, Territorial and
Local Officials (Plainfield)

June 1-2: ICS 400: Advanced ICS Command and General Staff (Plainfield)
June 3: K9 210: Basic Land Cadaver Techniques for K9s (Brazil)

June 3-5: Public Safety Leadership Development 200 (Sellersburg)

June 4-5: K9 310: Intermediate Cadaver Search Techniques for K9s (Brazil)
June 7-8: Incident Command for Highrise Operations (Plainfield)

June 22-23: Residential Sprinkler Plan Review (Plainfield)

June 25: State Fire Marshal Interchange Session (Argos)

June 25-26: K9 500: Water Cadaver Search Techniques for K9s (Brazil)

Professional Emergency Manager (PEM) Program Schedule

April 19-21: L105: Public Information Basics (Plainfield)

May 9-11: L102: Science of Disaster (Plainfield)

May 17-18: L103: Planning: Emergency Operations (Evansville)
Sept. 7-8: L146: HSEEP (Evansville)



https://acadisportal.in.gov/AcadisViewer/Login.aspx
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