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From the Directorõs Chair-Executive Director Joe Wainscott  

IDHS OFFERS ONLINE EMS RECERTIFICATIONS  

As you are aware, from May 16-20, 2011 

Indiana was a key participant in NLE11ña 

large, complex, White House directed 

exercise spanning four FEMA regions, eight 

states, and involving thousands of individual 

participants.   
 

In Indiana, local emergency responders, 

county emergency management officials, 

state and federal government personnel 

and non-government private sector 

partners from nearly three-fourths of 

Indianaõs 92 counties took part in the 2011 

national level exercise. 
 

In terms of the number and variety of 

agencies involved, and the wide array of 

geographic locations they hail from within 

the state, this is Indianaõs largest disaster 

exercise ever.  

 

A key component of Indianaõs participation 

in the exercise was the full-scale or òboots

-on-the-groundó element that provided the 

greatest validation so far of Indianaõs 

district response task forces and the 

district emergency response concept. 
 

Throughout the course of the exercise, 

more than 1,200 Indiana emergency 

responders from IDHS district task forces 

1, 2 and 3, and elements from districts 4 

and 6, as well as the federally organized 

Indiana Task Force 1 and Ohio Task Force 

I, tested their response capabilities 

including: law enforcement, search and 

rescue, disaster mental health, animal 

shelter and hospital, civil support, and fire 

suppression at the Muscatatuck Urban 

Training Center.  
  

On behalf of IDHS I am extremely grateful 

to all Indianaõs public 

and private sector 

emergency responders 

and emergency 

management 

professionals for their 

ongoing commitment 

and dedication to 

disaster preparedness and to this 

tremendously comprehensive and multi-

faceted exercise in particular.  
 

Thanks to your participation, this exercise 

helped us evaluate many of the core 

capabilities that comprise our Indianaõs and 

our countryõs ability to effectively and 

efficiently respond to and recover from a 

catastrophic natural disaster, making us 

better prepared to protect the lives and 

prosperity of Hoosiers in the future.  
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The Indiana Department of Homeland 

Security (IDHS) has introduced a new 

system to allow emergency medical service 

(EMS) personnel to renew their 

certifications online.  The system will allow 

all EMS personnel the ability to renew an 

existing certification, but will not allow new 

certification requests. 

 

The goals of providing on-line certification 

renewal are to provide a faster, more 

efficient method of updating certifications 

while maintaining the integrity of the EMS 

system in Indiana.  Currently new on-line 

certification renewal process does not 

provide for agencies to submit in-service 

and update certificates on behalf of affiliated 

personnel. Certificates eligible for on-line 

renewal include: First Responder, 

Emergency Medical, Technician ð Basic, 

Emergency Medical Technician ð Basic/

Advanced, Emergency Medical Technician ð 

Intermediate, Emergency Medical 

Technician ð Paramedic Primary Instructor, 

Emergency Vehicle Operator, and 

Emergency Vehicle Operator ð Instructor. 

Eligible certificates will be available for 

electronic renewal beginning 90 calendar 

days in advance of the certificationõs 

expiration date, and ending 10 business days 

before the expiration date. 

 

To use the online EMS recertification 

system visit https://acadisportal.in.gov, or 

visit the IDHS webpage at www.in.gov/dhs 

and click òEMS On-Line Certification 

Renewaló under Topics of the Day. 

https://acadisportal.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/dhs
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MORE THAN 600,000 HOOSIERS PARTICIPATE IN 2011 GREAT SHAKEOUT  

A new presidential policy directive on 

national preparedness was recently signed 

into law by President Barack Obama.  This 

new policy aims to strengthen the security 

and resilience of the United States through 

systematic preparation for the threats that 

pose the greatest risk to national security.  

This includes acts of terrorism, cyber 

attacks, pandemics, and catastrophic natural 

disasters. 

 

While the directive is intended to spur 

action by the federal government, it is also 

intended to facilitate a nationwide 

integrated approach to preparedness.  The 

goal of the new preparedness policy is to 

define capabilities needed to prepare for 

specific types of incidents that pose the 

greatest risk to the nation.  Numerous 

incidents were examined during the 

development of the directive including the 

2009 H1N1 pandemic, Hurricane Katrina, 

and the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. 

 

òCapabilities defined by specific and 

measurable objectives are the cornerstone 

of preparedness,ó said Brian Kamoie, senior 

director for preparedness policy on the 

White House National Security Staff.  

òRather than rigid approaches that apply 

only in certain scenarios if specific 

assumptions come true, a focus on 

capabilities will enable integrated, flexible 

and agile all-hazards efforts tailored to what 

we know are unique circumstances of any 

given threat, hazard or actual event.ó 

 

The directive stresses an all-of-nation 

approach, which is highlighted by three 

action items.  The first action item is the 

establishment of an overarching 

preparedness goal that identifies the core 

capabilities necessary for the spectrum of 

preparedness, including prevention, 

protection, mitigation, response, and 

recovery. 

 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 

On April 19th, 

Hoosiers 

throughout the 

state 

participated in 

the 2011 Great 

Central United 

States 

ShakeOut.  

More than three 

million people 

took part in the 

event across the central United States, 

with Indiana leading the way with more 

than 600,000 participants.  The Indiana 

Department of Homeland Security 

partnered with the Indiana Department of 

Education and Indiana Geological Survey to 

inform Hoosiers 

about the drill and 

encourage all 

Indiana residents, 

including schools, 

businesses and 

communities, to 

pledge their 

participation. 

 

Due to the 

proximity of our 

state to two active 

seismic zones, the 

New Madrid 

Seismic Zone and Wabash Valley Seismic 

Zone, many Indiana residents recognized 

the threat and took it upon themselves to 

participate in the drill.  The highlight of the 

Great ShakeOut was a simultaneous drill 

where participants 

practiced the òDrop, 

Cover, and Hold Onó 

technique. 

 

"The Great ShakeOut in 

Indiana was tremendously 

successful," said IDHS 

Executive Director Joe 

Wainscott. "Our two 

objectives to raise 

awareness about the 

threat of earthquakes and promote 

preparedness were met as hundreds 

of thousands of students, businesses 

and families across the state 

practiced earthquake safety measures 

during the drill. I believe a substantially 

greater number of our 

citizens are now better 

prepared to respond 

appropriately in 

an earthquake." 

 

Officials from 

local, state, and 

federal agencies 

joined the Indiana 

Department of 

Homeland 

Security at 

locations across 

the state during 

the drill.  These agencies 

include county emergency 

management agencies, fire departments, 

FEMA Region V, Central United States 

Earthquake Consortium, Indiana Geological 

Survey, 

United States 

Geological 

Survey, 

among 

others. 

 

"The Indiana 

Geological 

Survey is 

pleased that 

so many 

Hoosier 

residents 

took part in 

the Great 

Central US ShakeOut. Even if we don't 

experience a serious earthquake in the 

very near future, earthquake preparedness 

plans and supplies can protect citizens 

against other natural disasters such as 

floods and 

tornadoes," said 

Indiana 

Geological Survey 

Educational 

Outreach 

Coordinator 

Walter Gray. 

 

Due to ISTEP 

testing in 

schools, Indiana 

held the event on 

April 19th, while 

all other participating states held the drill 

on April 29th. 

State Fire Marshal Jim Greeson 

speaks to students in Fort Wayne 
about earthquake safety  

Students in Indianapolis perform the 

òDrop, Cover, and Hold Onó 
technique during the ShakeOut  

Students in Dearborn County 

perform the òDrop, Cover, and Hold 
Onó technique during the ShakeOut 

Representatives from Vanderburgh County 
EMA, SW Indiana Red Cross, Vanderburgh 

County School Corporation, Indiana 
Geological Survey, IDHS, FEMA, and the 

Central US Earthquake Consortium 
participated in the 2011 Great ShakeOut in 

Evansville  

PRESIDENT SIGNS NEW NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS POLICY  












