
Thank you for your interest in Indiana’s Adoption Program.
This map shows the Special Needs Adoption Program (SNAP) 

specialist who coordinates adoption information for their Team.
For more information, please call the toll-free number—

1-888-25-ADOPT

Area Specialist Locator Map

Protecting our Children, 
Families & Future. 

James W. Payne, Director

 
 Sharon Swanson

4150 N. Keystone Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46205-2843 
(317) 544-3890
Sharon.Swanson@dcs.in.gov

 
 Ivraline Applewhite

661 Broadway 
Gary, Indiana  46402
(219) 881-2043, ext: 13280
Ivraline.applewhite@dcs.in.gov

 
 Krysta Young

201 East Rudisill Avenue 
Fort Wayne, Indiana  46806 
(260) 458-6498, ext: 10373
krysta.young@dcs.in.gov

  
Denise Halliburton

953 Monument Drive 
Lebanon, Indiana  46052 
(765) 482-3023, ext: 12862
denise.halliburton@dcs.in.gov

  Marty Ogden

1025 East Freeland Road, Suite B 
Greensburg, Indiana  47240 
(812) 663-6768, ext: 12954
marjorie.ogden@dcs.in.gov

  Beth Dillon

2535 Parkway Drive, Ste. 1 
Shelbyville, Indiana  46176 
(317) 392-5040, ext: 11917
elizabeth.dillon@dcs.in.gov
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Brenda Stoner

4 North East 21st Street
Washington, Indiana  47501 
(812) 254-0024, ext: 12191
brenda.stoner@dcs.in.gov

mailto:Sharon.Swanson@dcs.in.gov
mailto:Ivraline.applewhite@dcs.in.gov
mailto:denise.halliburton@dcs.in.gov
mailto:krysta.young@dcs.in.gov
mailto:marjorie.ogden@dcs.in.gov
mailto:elizabeth.dillon@dcs.in.gov
mailto:brenda.stoner@dcs.in.gov


In 1989, Indiana established a program for hard to place children who are in the custody of the state.  This is a 
federally mandated program that Indiana legislated under IC 31-19-27.  Over 7,000 Indiana special needs chil-
dren have been placed with adoptive families since 1990.
The Special Needs Adoption Program (SNAP) includes a permanency manager and seven adoption specialists 
serving Indiana’s 92 counties (as outlined on back).  The SNAP Specialists assist in the adoptive placement of 
waiting children by working collaboratively with case managers, families and service providers.

WHAT YOUR SNAP SPECIALIST CAN DO FOR YOU…….

Clarify DCS policy regarding adoption
Meet and photograph children needing recruitment
Participate in case conferences relating to permanency, when needed

Network and dialogue with various agencies, professionals and other states to help recruit families for waiting 
children

Feature children at adoption fairs and public events to increase the pool of approved families and aid recruit-
ment

Assist in interviewing families for waiting children
Help identify adoption resources available for children and families
Provide support to waiting families
Act as a liaison between families and the children’s  case managers

Provide  training, when needed, and support staff in their adoption work

Maintain team meeting minutes for county/state use
Keep organized statistics about county, region and state adoption work

Participate in various educational settings, such as conferences and parent trainings, to promote current adoption 
practices and thinking

Indiana Special Needs Adoption Program
n 1989, Indiana established a program for hard to place children who are in
the custody of the state. This is a federally mandated program that Indiana 
legislated under IC 31-19-27. Over 7,000 Indiana special needs children have 

been placed with adoptive families since 1990.

The Special Needs Adoption Program (SNAP) includes an Adoption Manager, 
a SNAP Supervisor and seven adoption specialists serving Indiana’s 92 counties 
(as outlined on back). The SNAP Specialists assist in the adoptive placement of 
waiting children by working collaboratively with families, case managers and 
service providers.

What Your Snap Specialist Can Do For You…
	 Clarify DCS policy regarding adoption 

	 Assist in interviewing families for waiting children

	 Network and dialogue with various agencies, professionals and other 
states to help recruit families for waiting children

	 Feature children at adoption fairs and public events to increase the pool
of approved families and aid recruitment

	 Help identify adoption resources available for children and families

	 Provide support to waiting families

	 Act as a liaison between families and the children’s  case managers

	 Provide  training, when needed, and support staff in their adoption work

	 Participate in various educational settings, such as conferences and
parent trainings, to promote current adoption practices and thinking

	 Meet and photograph children needing recruitment

	 Participate in case conferences relating to permanency, when needed


