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Version: 1
Out-of-Home Care

| POLICY [NEW]

v} T
The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will ensure the death of a child is h%ed
within acceptable standards (See Related Information) when the child is adjudi & Child In
Need Of Services (CHINS) and is placed in out-of-home care. This includes any th that is
sudden or unexpected, and those deaths due to a medical condition. O

If Child Abuse or Neglect (CA/N) is suspected to be the cause of deafly, a report should be
immediately made to the Child Abuse Hotline and to the Local Law E ement Agency (LEA).

DCS will immmediately provide the court with written notification‘qﬁhe child’s death.

DCS will immediately notify the biological parents and silfh Qif appropriate) and if possible
coordinate this notification with LEA and the Corone notifications should occur in
person. If the biological parents live in another courkl:e tate, DCS will request immediate
assistance from the specific county or state to pake to face contact with the child’s
parents. To the extent possible, the family sho@ot be contacted by telephone.
Note: If Termination of Parenta Rig%(TPR) has been ordered, contact is not required.
However, if it is determined to tﬁtﬁe best interest of the surviving siblings and family,
the biological parents and dfme ded family can be notified of the child’s death when
TPR has been ordered. This ngtification should occur in person unless unforeseen
circumstances prohibitﬁﬁvrbm happening.

DCS will work with the 'oIog%ﬂl family regarding burial arrangements and expenses. If the
biological family is willi d able to assume responsibility for the burial, they should be
encouraged to do so amily Case Manager (FCM) will explore resources such as
insurance poIicieji edicaid to assist with fees associated with burial or cremation.

[ J

Nolg: MS financial assistance must be approved by the Regional Manager. See
Pr@ e for additional information.

If t b@gical family is unable to assume responsibility, the FCM will contact a local funeral
ho%’ﬁd cemetery to provide a basic service and burial. DCS will consider the wishes of the
biological family in making arrangements for the child’s burial.
DCS and the family will obtain estimates of the following services and determine what is in the
best interest of the child’s family, siblings, and/or foster parents:
1. General same day visitation with standard funeral including all fees, burial costs
(including cemetery costs) with basic casket and vault selections;
2. Same day visitation with standard funeral to be followed by direct cremation after service
with burial of ashes at a later date;
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3. Same day visitation (visitation & funeral) with standard funeral to be followed by direct
cremation with remains returned to closest biological family member;

4. Direct cremation with memorial service at a later date with interment (burial) of remains;
and

5. Direct cremation with memorial service at a later date with remains returned to the
closest biological family member.

Code References

N/A O)\

PROCEDURE D‘

‘ t [
The FCM wiill:

1. Make a report of CA/N to the Child Abuse Hotline and LEA if CA/N i@spected;
2. Notify the court immediately of the child’s death; \,
3. Notify the biological parents and siblings of the child’s death i@son;

Note: If TPR has been ordered, contact is not requireg \@owever, if it is determined
to be in the best interest of the surviving siblings a mily, the biological parents
and or extended family can be notified of the ghil eath when TPR has been
ordered. This notification should occur in pers ess unforeseen circumstances

prohibit this from happening.
4. Assist the family in making funeral, burj orcgemation arrangements for the child;
5. Explore community resources avalil I@ssist the family with funeral and burial
expenses; %
6. Consult with the Regional Finange Marager regarding financial assistance;
7. Ensure surviving siblings includi hildren under the care and supervision of DCS are
able to participate in funera%ices as appropriate; and
8. Assist the family in locgigg community resources to deal with grief or other issues
identified by the fam'ly.i ’ )
If the biological parentsAg eﬁeased, the FCM should proceed with making funeral and burial
arrangements on behhe child and consider the wishes of extended family members and
or foster parentsﬁ@ e.
The Superviso.rﬂir::
1. Assm; CM in communicating with family members;
2. Asgj e FCM and family in locating a funeral home and place for burial or cremation;

sure that the FCM is offered supportive services to cope with the child’s death.

To request DCS financial assistance:

1. The FCM will complete the Appeal for Additional Funding SF 54870 form detailing the
need for assistance and submit to the Supervisor for approval or denial;

2. The Supervisor will review and approve or deny the appeal for additional funding. The
Supervisor will immediately notify the FCM if the request is denied. If the Supervisor
approves the appeal for additional funding, it will be submitted to the DCS Local Office
Director for approval or denial.
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http://forms.in.gov/download.aspx?id=10269

3. The DCS Local Office Director will approve or deny the appeal of additional funding. If
the DCS Local Office Director approves the appeal for additional funding, the written
request will be sent to the Regional Manager (RM) and if approved the RM will send a
copy to the RFM.

4. The RM will notify the Local Office Director of the final determination via written
correspondence.

PRACTICE GUIDANCE

Medicaid Coverage % ’
Medicaid benefits will cover $600.00 towards funeral director expenses and $400.00 b@r S
burial and/or cremation expenses. Medicaid will not cover the cost of a headsto#.

[ J

Funeral Director Expenses can include:
Reasonable expenses connected with preparation of the body, incl @1 cremation;
Purchase of necessary clothing; 3{,
Funeral services; 6
Transportation of the body; and

Professional services of the Funeral Director. : @

arwDOE

Cemetery & Burial Expenses can include:
1. Purchase of a burial plot;
2. Opening and closing the grave;
3. Purchase of a cemetery vault; x‘m
4. Purchase of a casket and flat concrete gmarker<in absence of a headstone) when
required by the cemetery authorities; ! l /)
The cost of renting a lowering devic%
Tent and artificial grass, if requj{by e cemetery authorities.

o 0

Possible Additional Assistance h
DCS should assist the family izﬁwc'ag possible community resources or donations for the
deceased child and family. Co nity resources that can be contacted for possible assistance
are, but not limited to: &

Trustee’s Offices
Community four{dayons;
Community :
Church.es" ;

Salvatiog Army; and
GO%O\',

DCS A% nce
Dv provide financial assistance for approved items if the child is not receiving Medicaid,
I

ogrwNE

ori costs exceed the allowable Medicaid benefits when extenuating circumstances exist.
All cOsts including a headstone require approval from the Regional Manager prior to discussing
this with the family. DCS will not provide financial assistance for flowers or burial clothing. All
approved vendors will need to complete Vendor Information SF 53788 in order to receive
payment. See Procedure for additional information.

| FORMS AND TOOLS

Appeal for Additional Funding SF 54870

DCS CW Manual/Chapter 5 Section 18: Death & Burial of a Child In Out-of-Home Care 3 of 4


https://forms.in.gov/download.aspx?id=7159
http://forms.in.gov/download.aspx?id=10269

Vendor Information SF 53788

‘ RELATED INFORMATION

Acceptable Standards

DCS defines acceptable standards as a basic funeral and burial or cremation services where
surviving siblings, relatives, foster parents, DCS staff, service providers, school personnel, and
any other pertinent individuals in the child’s life are given the opportunity to pay their respects
and grieve the child’s death. DCS will make efforts to partner with the deceased child’s iN(if
appropriate), to provide the deceased child any combination of the following services;a
visitation/viewing, funeral/memorial services, burial or cremation services (including

headstone) that fall within the parameters of requested services by the child’s f%% ! have

been agreed upon by the funeral home and cemetery of choice.

Surviving Siblings
DCS should make efforts to notify the surviving siblings of the deceased Chjgd. These

notifications should, if at all possible, occur in person. Efforts should ade to allow surviving
siblings including children under the care and supervision of DCS icipate in funeral
services for the deceased child. This includes but is not limited t sportation, referrals for
grief counseling, and ongoing support for surviving siblings th under the care and

supervision of DCS.
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