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 INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES 
CHILD WELFARE POLICY 

Chapter 2: Administration of Child Welfare Effective Date: June 1, 2018 

Section 21: Human Trafficking Version: 5 

 
STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE   

 
The Indiana Department of Child Services (DCS) will be diligent in its efforts to identify and/or 
assess allegations of suspected human trafficking as a part of a comprehensive assessment of 
Child Abuse and/or Neglect (CA/N).  
 
DCS will coordinate with the local Law Enforcement Agency (LEA) when completing an 
assessment regarding a child who is an alleged victim of CA/N and is suspected to be a victim 
of human trafficking. 
 
DCS will coordinate with federal agencies (listed in Practice Guidance) if it is determined that a 
human trafficking forensic interview is appropriate and should be completed by federal agency 
partners. 
 
Code References  

1. IC 35-42-3.5: Human and Sexual Trafficking 
2. IC 31-34-1-3.5: Victim of human or sexual trafficking 

 
PROCEDURE 
 

The Family Case Manager (FCM) will: 
1. Be aware of potential signs of human trafficking during the assessment, visits to the 

home, and interviews with the child and will document any indicators observed; 
2. Complete the DCS Indiana Human Trafficking Screening Tool in the case management 

system when: 
a. A child returns from a runaway episode. See policy 5.22 Missing and Runaway 

Children for additional information; 
b. A new report of CA/N with allegations of human trafficking is received, or 
c. There are indicators of human trafficking observed during an open assessment or 

case; 
3. Complete the Indiana Human Trafficking Assessment Tool when indicated by the 

Indiana Human Trafficking Screening Tool (available in the case management system); 
4. Assess the medical needs of each child suspected to be a human trafficking victim and 

determine whether an immediate and/or acute medical exam is warranted (See Related 
Information and policy 4.16 Medical Examinations, Psychological Testing, Drug Screens, 
and Substance Abuse Evaluations for additional support. Factors to be considered are: 
a. Suspected sexual assault, 
b. Potential exposure to Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) or Other 

Communicable Diseases. See policy 8.31 HIV, STDs, and Other Communicable 
Diseases for additional information, and 

c. Evidence of physical injuries which may need immediate care. 
 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2023/ic/titles/035/#35-42-3.5
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2023/ic/titles/031/#31-34-1-3.5
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.22-2023.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/5.22-2023.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.16.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/4.16.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/8.31.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/8.31.pdf
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5. Staff the Indiana Human Trafficking Assessment Tool and any additional information and 
observations (including medical concerns) with the FCM Supervisor to determine next 
steps; 

6. Arrange for an immediate and/or acute medical examination for the child if this is 
determined to be a next step; 

7. Scan and upload the Indiana Human Trafficking Assessment Tool in the case 
management system and document staffing decisions; 

8. Contact the appropriate local LEA to plan for a human trafficking forensic interview if this 
is determined to be a next step. See Practice Guidance for additional information; and 
 
Note: A human trafficking forensic interview is a forensic interview that considers the 
unique needs and trauma of the person being interviewed. The FCM will advocate that 
the interview be completed at a safe place. 

 
9. Consider the safety of the alleged victim of human trafficking prior to the scheduled 

interviews. 
 

Note:  It is important that the suspected trafficker is not present during the interview, as the 
trafficker may intimidate the victim or not allow him or her to speak for himself/herself. The 
child’s parent, guardian, or custodian may be the child’s trafficker or the trafficker may be 
dishonest and identify himself/herself as the child’s parent, guardian, or custodian.  

 
10. Determine if the non-custodial parent or other relatives would be appropriate placement 

options, if human trafficking is confirmed and it is determined that the child cannot 
remain in his or her home;  
 

Note: The child should not be placed until it is determined that the potential placement is not 
the trafficker or associated with the trafficker, and that the child can remain safe in the 
placement.  

 
11. Identify an appropriate placement for the child if placement with the non-custodial parent 

or other relative is not appropriate;   
 

Note: When selecting a placement, the FCM will consider that many children who are 
victims of human trafficking run away from their placements and return to their trafficker or a 
similar situation from which they came. 

 
12. Refer for appropriate services and safe placement, if recommended, after a Child and 

Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) Assessment has been completed; and 
13. Staff all decisions on securing placements with his or her immediate supervisor with 

input from the Local Office Director (LOD) or designee. 
 

Note:  For questions regarding human trafficking DCS staff may contact the DCS Human 
Trafficking Information email. 

 
The FCM Supervisor will: 

1. Discuss all information regarding the case and the Indiana Human Trafficking 
Assessment Tool with the FCM; 

2. Guide the FCM in arranging an immediate and/or acute medical examination, if needed; 
and 
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3. Contact the DCS Human Trafficking Information email if additional guidance is needed 
regarding next steps. 

 
PRACTICE GUIDANCE 

Human Trafficking Expertise and Consultation 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Federal Department of Homeland Security may 
investigate labor trafficking and sex trafficking for international and domestic victims. Due to the 
complexities of human trafficking, these federal agencies are available to consult and/or provide 
assistance on cases in which human trafficking is present or suspected and the need for special 
expertise warrants federal involvement. 
 
Contact an agency listed below to request an interviewer if human trafficking is identified during 
the CA/N intake or the FCM observes indicators of human trafficking and it is determined a 
human trafficking forensic interview is appropriate and should be completed by federal agency 
partners. 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI):  317-595-4000, select option 2 
Homeland Security:  1-800-973-2867 

 
Note: For non-emergencies, contact the Office of the Attorney General’s tip-line at 
humantraffickingtip@atg.in.gov. 

Indicators of Human Trafficking1 
If any of the following indicators or a combination of several indicators of human trafficking are 
observed during the course of an assessment, the FCM should complete the Indiana Human 
Trafficking Screening Tool. 
 
Child Indicators: 

1. Child may not be able or willing to speak on his or her own behalf; 
2. Child may not be able to speak English; 
3. Child may not be allowed to speak to the FCM alone; 
4. Child may not have access to identification and/or travel documents; 
5. Child may work long hours and receive little or no pay; 
6. Child may not cooperate with the FCM during the interview (e.g., provide wrong 

information about identity and living situation); 
7. Child may not attend school or has large gaps in his or her education history; 
8. Child may live at his or her workplace or with his or her employer and many other people 

in a small area; 
9. Child may have a heightened sense of fear and distrust of authority;  

10. Child may have engaged in prostitution or commercial sex acts; 
11. Child may have a significantly older boyfriend or girlfriend; 
12. Child may be a runaway; and/or 
13. Child may be in a public place (e.g., hotel) and found in possession of drugs/alcohol. 

 
 
 
 
 
1 State of Florida Department of Children and Families (2009). Human Trafficking of Child Indicator Tool. Retrieved from 
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/humantrafficking/docs/HumanTraffickingOfChildrenIndicatoTool0109.pdf. 

mailto:dcshumantraffickinginformation@dcs.in.gov
mailto:humantraffickingtip@atg.in.gov
http://www.dcf.state.fl.us/programs/humantrafficking/docs/HumanTraffickingOfChildrenIndicatoTool0109.pdf
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Indicators in the Home: 
During each home visit, the FCM will observe for the following potential signs of human 
trafficking. If the FCM believes that human trafficking may be occurring, the FCM will speak to 
his or her supervisor to determine if a human trafficking forensic interview is needed.  

1. The child’s home lacks personal effects (e.g., no toys) or the child has a small room that 
is different from the rest of the house; 

2. The yard may be fenced and access to phones is denied; 
3. The child may live in the same place he or she works (e.g., behind a restaurant, in a 

motel with other workers, etc.); 
4. The child may be unaware of the location of his or her home due to multiple moves or 

the human trafficker may lie to the child about his or her whereabouts;  
5. The child may be isolated and have no relationships outside of the home (e.g., the child 

does not attend school or play with other children in the neighborhood); and/or 
there may be multiple, unrelated people living in the home. 

 
Types of Questions to Ask During an Interview for Possible Cases of Human Trafficking 
When allegations of human trafficking have been made or the FCM observes indicators of 
human trafficking during the interview with the child, the following questions should be asked to 
help determine if a human trafficking forensic interview is needed: 

1. Tell me about your friends. What activities do you do with them? Where do these 
activities occur? (These questions will help determine if the child is able to leave the 
home, play, and visit friends- this can indicate levels of control and possible trafficking.) 

2. Tell me about what you do in a typical day. What do you do outside of the home (e.g., 
work, extracurricular activities, etc.)? Do you like your work/doing these activities? Has 
someone told you/pressured you to participate in these activities? What happens if you 
do not participate in these activities? (These questions will help determine if the child 
feels forced to work or participate in other activities and what the consequences are if 
they do not participate.) 

3. How long have you been working? How many hours do you work each week? How 
much money do you make from work? How often are you paid? What do you do with 
your money after you are paid? Do you owe anyone any money, if so, how much do you 
owe and what led to the debt? (These questions will help determine if the child is forced 
to work to pay off any “debt”, such as travel expenses, clothing, food, and/or rent. The 
number of hours the child works may also indicate if the child’s work interferes with 
school attendance.) 

 
FORMS AND TOOLS 
 

1. Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) Assessment – Available in the case 
management system 

2. DCS Human Trafficking Information email - dcshumantraffickinginformation@dcs.in.gov  
3. Indiana Human Trafficking Assessment Tool – Available in the case management 

system forms 
4. Indiana Human Trafficking Screening Tool – Available in the case management system 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dcshumantraffickinginformation@dcs.in.gov
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RELATED INFORMATION 

Human Trafficking 
There are two types of human trafficking: sex trafficking and labor trafficking. The Victims of 
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 20002 defines sex trafficking and labor trafficking as 
follows: 

1. Sex trafficking- “the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 
person for the purpose of a commercial sex act where the commercial sex act is induced 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or the person being induced to perform such act is under 18 
years of age.”  

2. Labor trafficking- “the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 
person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose 
of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.” 

Forensic Interviews for Children who are Alleged Victims of Human Trafficking 
Human trafficking may include either labor or sex trafficking. General screening questions 
should be incorporated into the initial interview to assist FCMs in recognizing indications of 
human trafficking. If human trafficking is suspected, FCMs will staff the case with their 
supervisor to determine if a forensic interview is needed. It is best for a child who is an alleged 
victim of human trafficking to be interviewed by a professional who is trained and experienced in 
interviewing victims of human trafficking. The forensic interview will include more extensive 
questions regarding human trafficking. 
 
A forensic interviewer trained in human trafficking will take into account the complex nature of 
human trafficking. Victims of human trafficking rarely self-identify, and they may not identify their 
exploiter as their trafficker. Victims of human trafficking may have experienced trauma bonding 
and demonstrate a sense of loyalty or affection for their trafficker, and they may believe the 
trafficker cares for them. Victims may refer to the person controlling them as their 
boyfriend/girlfriend, father/mother (“daddy”/”mommy”), employer, or boss; therefore, the 
interviewer should mirror the language used by the child to avoid terms that may be offensive. 
Victims may have suffered physical abuse and/or received threats against them or their loved 
ones, which may lead them to be hesitant to accuse their trafficker or ask for help due to 
concerns about possible repercussions. In addition, victims of human trafficking are often lied to 
by their trafficker about what may happen to them if they report or seek help (e.g., a victim of 
sex trafficking may be told he or she will be arrested for prostitution), and foreign-born victims 
are often told they will be deported.          

Medical Exams for Alleged Sexual Abuse Victims  
The extent and type of medical evaluation administered for a sexual abuse victim will be 
determined by a medical doctor. The doctor will likely consider such things as the length of time 
that has passed since the incident and the age of the child (in relation to the trauma of an 
invasive exam). 
 
 
 

 
2 Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 106-386 (2000). Available at 
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/laws/61124.htm 

https://www.state.gov/j/tip/laws/61124.htm
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/laws/61124.htm
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/laws/61124.htm
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