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- LEVEL 1 - Emergency

A State of Emergency has been declared by the County
Commissioners. Travel may be restricted to emergency
personnel ONLY! Further restrictions may be included in
the declaration

LEVEL 2 - Warning

Conditions are threatening to the safety of the public.
Only essential travel is recommended (i.e. to and from
work, emergency situations, etc.). Emergency action

plans have been or should be implemented by businesses
schools, government agencies and other organizations.

[ Jeevers-vawn

Routine travel or activities may be restricted in areas
because of a hazardous situation; citizens should use
caution or avoid these areas. Schools and businesses
may begin to implement their emergency action plans.

Caution

A condition may develop that limits or hinders travel or
activities in isolated areas. No travel restrictions have

been reported but citizens should be alert to changing
conditions




SPENCER COUNTY EMA
200 Main Street
Rockport, Indiana 47635

(812) 649-6020
After the State of Emergency was declared in Spencer County, many were left wondering exactly how it would affect them.  Spencer County EMA would like to clarify what a State of Emergency Declaration does, and does not, mean.

This process begins with the Spencer County Commissioners, at the recommendation of the Spencer County Emergency Management Agency, declaring a State of Emergency.  The declaration is prepared by the Spencer County Emergency Management Agency and sent to the State, this is the first step in seeking State and Federal assistance.  This local State of Emergency declaration allows the County to ask the State for additional assistance and resources, as well as making the County eligible to recoup costs incurred from a disaster such as clean up and infrastructure damage.

If the disaster warrants the State needing assistance from the federal government, the Governor can request that the President declare a Federal Disaster Declaration for the state and county which would entitle the county to federal assistance.  This means help for both residents and government.

A State of Emergency is only valid for seven days and may be extended twice.  However, it can be shorter than seven days.

A local State of Emergency does not prohibit travel.   Local travel restrictions may be activated due to road conditions but are in no way associated with a State of Emergency declaration and will only apply to county roads.  

The Indiana Department of Homeland Security has put in place a system of warnings (see attached) for winter weather.  A Level 1 advisory is triggered when a State of Emergency is declared.  This advisory states that travel “may be” restricted, not prohibited.  
In conclusion, if Spencer County is under a State of Emergency and a Level 1 Travel Advisory, the county can only recommend drivers travel when necessary.  Employers, schools, churches, etc. are to make their own determinations for remaining open.
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