
STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)







)






     
)







)
By Next Friend: 



      
)
VERIFIED PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR CHILD
   
Petitioner, 





, pro se, respectfully petitions this court to change the name of the above noted Minor Child.  In support of this Petition Petitioner states as follows:

1. Petitioner is the mother/father/guardian of the Minor Child whose name is sought to be changed.
2. The written consent of the non-petitioning parent or guardian for the name change of the Minor Child is filed with this Petition.  
  
OR 


The written consent of the non-petitioning parent or guardian for the name change of the Minor Child is not required under I.C 31-19-9.
3.
That the Minor Child’s current name is:




           .

4.
That the Minor Child’s date of birth is:





           .
5.   
That the Minor Child’s mailing address is:







And, if different, the residential address is:



           

    
6.
That the Minor Child’s Indiana driver’s license number/Indiana identification card number is 


         


    
; and I will bring the Minor Child’s Indiana driver’s license or identification card to the Change of Name Hearing for verification. 
7.
The following is a list of the previous names of the Minor Child: 














                       .                                  
8.  
That the Minor Child (does) (does not) hold a valid United States Passport.  Proof that the child is a United States Citizen is 






           .  I will bring this document to the Change of Name Hearing for verification.

9.
That the following judgments of criminal conviction of a felony under laws of any state or the United States have been entered against the Minor Child, or I have stated immediately below that the Minor Child does not have any felony convictions:















                       .
10.
That changing the Minor Child’s name is not an effort to defraud any of the Minor Child’s creditors.

11.
That I will publish notice of my request to change the name of the Minor Child in a local publication as required by law, and I will bring proof of publication to the hearing.

12.
That the Minor Child is not confined to a Department of Correction facility or a sex or violent offender who is required to register under I.C.11-8-8.

13.
That pursuant to Indiana Code 34-28-2-1, I petition this court to change the Minor Child’s name.  Pursuant to Indiana Code 34-28-2-2(b), the reason the change of the Minor Child’s name is requested is: 





















           .
14.
That I request that the Minor Child’s name be changed to: _________________________________________     



                       .

15.
The non-petitioning parent or guardian of the Minor Child has been/will be served with a copy of this petition as required by the Indiana Trial Rules.

16.
I request this Court to set a hearing to consider the Petition for Name Change of a Minor Child.

17.
I would like to change the Minor Child’s name on the child’s birth certificate YES / NO. (circle one)

WHEREFORE, I respectfully request that this Court grant my Petition for Name Change of Minor Child, and for all other just and proper relief. I affirm under penalties of perjury that the foregoing representations are true.







Signature (Parent) (Guardian)






Print Your Name







Mailing Address







City, State and Zip Code







Telephone Number, with Area Code

STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)








)







     
)








)

By Next Friend: 



      
)
CONSENT TO CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR CHILD

I, the non-petitioning party, make the following declarations:

1.
My full name is:








           .
2.
I reside at:












  








           .

3.
I am the non-petitioning father/mother/guardian of the Minor Child.

4.
Pursuant to Indiana code 34-28-2-2, I hereby consent to the Minor Child’s name to be changed from 










 to 











           .

5.
This consent is executed by me without coercion or duress and is irrevocable.

6.
The petitioning parent or guardian of the Minor Child has served me with a copy of the Petition for Change of Name of Minor as required by the Indiana Trial Rules.
WHEREFORE, I affirm under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing representations are true.






Signature  






Print Your Name







Mailing Address







City, State and Zip Code







Telephone number, with Area Code
STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)








)







     
)







)
By Next Friend: 



      
)
AFFIDAVIT OF DILIGENT SEARCH


Petitioner, 





, being first duly sworn upon his/her oath, deposes and states:

1.
I am the Petitioner in the above entitled action and have personal knowledge of the matters stated herein.

2.
I am the father/mother/guardian of the Minor Child.

3.
I am requesting to change the name of the Minor Child from 








 to 






           .
4.
The non-petitioning parent’s name is 





           .

5.
I am unaware of the whereabouts of the non-petitioning parent.

6.
I have made diligent search and cannot find the whereabouts of the non-petitioning parent.

Wherefore, I affirm under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing representations are true.






Signature  






Print Your Name







Mailing Address







City, State and Zip Code







Telephone number, with Area Code
STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)








)







     
)







)
By Next Friend: 



      
)
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR

Notice is hereby given that Petitioner, 





, pro-se, filed a Verified Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child to change the name of minor child from 











          to 










                       .


The petition is scheduled for hearing in the Spencer Circuit Court on the 

 day of 


     

     , 20

 at 



          .M., which is more that thirty (30) days after the third notice of publication.  Any person has the right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections on or before the hearing date.  
Date:











Clerk, Spencer Circuit Court
Distribution:

Petitioner





Non-petitioning Party
Mailing Address




Mailing Address
City, State, and Zip Code



City, State, and Zip Code

Telephone Number with Area Code


Telephone Number with Area Code
STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)








)







     
)







)
By Next Friend: 



      
)
NOTICE OF FILING PROOF OF PUBLICATION

Petitioner, 





, pro se, states as follows:

1.   
I have given notice of the Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child pursuant to Indiana Code 34-28-2-3(a).

2.   
I have attached a copy of the published notice herein as Exhibit “A”.  

3.   
The attached notice has been verified by the affidavit of a disinterested person.

4.   
More than thirty (30) days have passed since the last required publication of notice. 


WHEREFORE, I affirm under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing representations are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.








Signature







Print your name







Mailing Address







City, State and Zip Code







Telephone Number, with Area Code

STATE OF INDIANA 
)

IN THE SPENCER CIRCUIT COURT





)SS:

COUNTY OF SPENCER
)             
CAUSE NO.  74C01-________-MI-_________

IN RE THE NAME CHANGE OF MINOR:

)








)







     
)







)
By Next Friend: 



      
)
ORDER ON VERIFIED PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF MINOR CHILD

Comes now the Court having reviewed the Verified Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child and the Notice of Filing Proof of Publication, and having confirmed service on the non-petitioning parent now finds and follows:  
1. The Minor Child’s current name is:






           .
2. The Minor Child’s date of birth is:






           .
3. The Minor Child resides at: 






        











           . And, if different, Minor Child’s residence address is:
















           .
4. The Minor Child has not been convicted of a felony within the last ten (10) years and is not a sex or violent offender who is required to register under IC 11-8-8.

5. The Petitioner wishes to change the Minor Child’s name to: 














           .
6. The changing of the Minor Child’s name is not an effort to defraud any of the child’s creditors.

7. This is in accordance with the best interest of the Minor Child as guided by IC 31-17-2-8.
8. That the Indiana Department of Health is ordered to change the name on the Minor Child’s birth certificate to:







           . 


WHEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Petitioner’s Petition for Name Change of Minor Child is GRANTED, and Minor Child’s name is hereby legally changed to: 














           .

SO ORDERED this 


 day of 



    , 20
           .







Judge, Spencer County Circuit Court

VERIFIED  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PETITION FOR NAME CHANGE OF MINOR CHILD 
General Instructions

----------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE READ FIRST:  It is very important for you to know that when you sign a Court document, you may be helping or hurting your case.  Before you sign any Court document or get involved with a Court case, it is important that you see a lawyer to make sure you are doing the right thing.  Although there are risks in self-representation, should you choose to represent yourself you must be prepared.  Although these forms have been prepared to help you represent yourself, you should know that certain Courts have their own procedures and may not accept every form. You may represent yourself in court, but you will have to abide by the appropriate court rules, Indiana Rules of Evidence, Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure, and any local rules. For additional information, you may refer to the Indiana Self-Service Legal Center that can be found at www.in.gov/judiciary/selfservice/index.html. For legal advice about your case, you should get in touch with a lawyer.

----------------------------------------------------------------

Step 1:
Who should use this packet

You should use these forms if:

1. You are the parent or guardian of a minor child and would like to change the minor child’s name;

2. The minor child is not confined to a Department of Correction facility
3. You are over seventeen (17) years of age;

4. The minor child has not been convicted of a felony in the last ten (10) years; and
5. You are not trying to avoid creditors.                

Step 2:
Important information about Consent 

Consent (or agreement) to the Name Change of a Minor may or may not be required. Consent is not required when, for example, the other parent has abandoned or deserted the minor, failed to communicate significantly with the minor, or if the parent has committed a crime against the child. See Indiana Code 31-19-9 for more information.

If none of the factors in Indiana Code 31-19-9 apply, then consent is required. See Indiana Code 34-28-2-2
Step 3:
Which forms to fill out

1. Verified Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child
2. Notice of Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child
3. Notice of Filing Proof of Publication 

4. Order on Verified Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child

5.  
If consent has been given, Consent to Name Change of Minor Child
     6.    If non-petitioning parent/guardian cannot be found, Affidavit of Diligent Search
Step 4:
How to File These Forms 

1. Follow the instructions attached to each form to fill out. You will need to type or print neatly in black ink. Do not print on the back or sides of the forms and print only in the blanks provided.   

2. Before filing these forms, check with your local Clerk to find out the number of copies you must provide.  Prepare the required number of copies of each of the forms that you have filled out.  

3. Take the originals and the copies of the Verified Petition for Change of Name of Minor Child to the proper Court Clerk in the county where you live. The clerk will file stamp the forms, keep the originals and necessary copies and hand back the rest of the copies to you.

4. There is a $156.00 (may change with-out notice) filing fee of either cash or money order. Be advised that most Courts will not waive this fee.

5. Contact the newspaper in the county where you reside and make arrangements to publish a legal notice of your change of name. Give a copy of the forms you filed with the Clerk to this newspaper. The notice must be published once a week for three weeks. Newspapers generally charge around $50.00 to publish this notice. Keep track of the notices when they are published and keep a copy of the newspaper every time your notice appears. Fill out the Affidavit of Publication with the dates your notice was published and take the Affidavit of Publication to the newspaper and ask them to verify publication. They will need to sign this document. Some will prepare a Notice of Publication for you to give to the Court.

6. You MUST WAIT thirty (30) days after the last date of publication before you file proof with the Court. Take the originals and copies of the Notice of Filing Proof of Publication and Request for Hearing, the Affidavit of Publication, the Notice of Hearing, and any other documents the newspaper gives you back to the Court for filing. Take a self-addressed, stamped envelope in case the Court must mail you the hearing date.

7. Take the Order on Name Change to your hearing so the judge can sign it. You should be prepared to explain to the judge why you want to change your name and that you are not trying to avoid creditors.

8. Once the minor child’s name has been changed, it is your responsibility to inform government agencies, employers, creditors, and other interested agencies and businesses of the child’s new name.                  
