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THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING AND SPECIAL SESSION
August 11, 2025
MINUTES

The Martin County Council convened in a public hearing and special session on Monday, August 11, 2025, at the Community Building of the Martin County 4-H Fairgrounds located at 2668 US Highway 50, Loogootee, Indiana.  Council Members attending were Warren D. Albright, Monty Gregory, Jim Hamby, Sheri Bowling, Jim Woody, Gerald Montgomery, and Jordan Berry.   Also attending was Attorney David Lett and Auditor Michelle Norris.

PUBLIC HEARING

President Warren Albright called the public hearing to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:30 pm.

	Attorney David Lett stated he was asked by the Council to open the public hearing regarding two issues, the first being the County Council would like to make a change to the local income tax allocation.  Attorney Lett stated the amount of local income taxes collected will not change, just how it is distributed.  Attorney Lett stated the Council would like to establish an emergency medical services fund which has not existed in the past, the money will be used toward paying emergency medical expenses.  Attorney Lett stated the Council’s plan is to change the economic development rate, which currently has a rate of 1.2%, to 1% and establish a 0.2% emergency medical services LIT rate and fund.  Attorney Lett stated the Council is required to advertise this in the paper, which it has done; it has been legally advertised.  Attorney Lett stated the Council is also required to have this hearing to receive comments from the public before making a decision regarding modifying the local income tax rates.  Attorney Lett stated a special session of the Martin County Council was advertised, which will be conducted at the close of the public hearing tonight, where the Council will decide what to do after taking the public comments into consideration.
	Attorney Lett stated the second issue of the public hearing is the establishment of the wheel tax and the motor vehicle excise surtax which would raise money for public roads and highways in Martin County.  The Council accepted public comments regarding the local income tax reallocation and regarding the establishment of the wheel tax and motor vehicle excise surtax where several members of the community were heard.  The public hearing concluded at 8:00 PM after no other member of the public had anything else to say about either issue.

SPECIAL SESSION
	President Albright called the special session of the Martin County Council to order at 8:12 PM.  A motion was made by Monty Gregory to change the LIT rate of economic development from 1.2% to 1.0% and institute an emergency medical services rate of .20%, seconded by Jordan Berry.  A roll call was taken- Jordan Berry voted aye (for), Jim Woody voted aye (for), Monty Gregory voted aye (for), Jim Hamby voted aye (for), Sheri Bowling voted aye (for), Gerald Montgomery voted aye (for), and Warren Albright voted aye (for).  All were in favor, motion passed.
	President Albright stated the excise and wheel tax will be addressed next; Attorney Lett asked to speak regarding the subject.  Attorney Lett stated the proposed amounts at this point are $40 for excise surtax and $80 for the wheel tax, but the Council can change any of the rates in the vehicle description lines within those classifications.  Jim Hamby stated if the wheel/excise surplus tax is passed, he would like those monies to be in its own fund, to which the rest of the Council agreed.  After discussion regarding the rates, a motion was made by Monty Gregory to implement the county excise surtax as presented at $40 and the county wheel tax as presented at $80, seconded by Jim Woody.  A roll call was taken- Jordan Berry voted aye (for), Jim Woody voted aye (for), Monty Gregory voted aye (for), Jim Hamby voted aye (for), Sheri Bowling voted aye (for), Gerald Montgomery voted nay, and Warren Albright voted aye (for).  Motion passed.
	
	




With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM with a motion made by Jordan Berry and seconded by Jim Woody, all were in favor and the motion passed.   The next regular Council meeting and public hearing for budgets will be held on Monday, September 15 at 6:30 PM.
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