
THE MARTIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING

October 7, 2013
MINUTES

The Martin County Council convened in special session Monday, October 7, 2013, in the Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse located at 129 Main Street, Shoals, Indiana.  Councilmen present were C. Richard Summers, Randy Wininger, Floyd L. Hawkins, Warren Albright, J. Keith Gibson and Councilwomen Lynn Gee and Barbara McFeaters.  Also attending were Auditor January Roush, Commissioners Paul R. George and Kevin Boyd, County Attorney J. David Lett,  Kathy Collins, Community Corrections Director;  Judge Lynne Ellis, Tim Kinder, Executive Director, Martin County Alliance; Teresa Nolley and Chris Baugh, Wagbaugh Property, LLC; Laura Albertson, Martin County Solid Waste District Director; Jonathan Stevens, Purdue Extension; Sheriff Rob Street, Highway Superintendent Leo Padgett, Highway Clerk Terri Alcorn, Josh Hughett, Martin County Journal and Jill Albright, Loogootee Tribune.  Others in attendance in support of the Loogootee Public Library were Tom Mcatee, Stephanie McAtee, Marcella Hardwick, Shirley Crays, Judy Yarnell, Patty Paul, Sarah Spaulding, Karen Norris, Patricia Hale-Dorrell, Harold Dorrell, Karen Slaven, Darla Wagler, Darren Wagler and Shirley Jeffers 
President Summers called the meeting to order with the Pledge to the Flag at 6:00pm.
The minutes from the special meeting of August 9, 2013 and budget hearing minutes for August 9, 2013 and August 10, 2013 were approved as submitted with the motion made by Councilman Albright and seconded by Councilman Wininger.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Tim Kinder, Martin County Alliance Director, came before the Council for approval of a tax abatement at Westgate for Wagbaugh Property, LLC.  Wagbaugh Property, LLC is seeking a 10-year real property tax abatement for a child care facility.  A Statement of Benefits Real Estate Improvements was also submitted.  Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve the tax abatement for Wagbaugh Property, LLC.  Councilman Wininger made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  The building of a child care facility is a month behind schedule but still expected to be operational by November 1.  
Sheriff Rob Street submitted to the Council an amended Police Retirement Pension Plan.  The changes are due to the IRS requiring changes since the last restatement.  Councilman Albright made a motion to approve the Police Retirement Pension Plan.  Councilman Hawkins made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  
Judge Lynne Ellis submitted a request for Additional Appropriations for Public Defender-$50,000 and Transcripts and Depositions-$5,000.  Councilwoman Gee made the motion to approve the Additional Appropriations from Riverboat Wagering Tax Revenue, Personal Services, Transcripts and Depositions-$5,000, Riverboat Wagering Tax Revenue, Personal Services, Public Defender-$25,000 and COIT County Distributive Share, Court, Personal Services, Public Defender-$25,000.  Councilwoman McFeaters made the second.  All were in favor and motion passed.  

Leo Padget, Highway Superintendent, presented his request for an Additional Appropriation.  Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve the Additional Appropriation from the Highway, Maintenance & Repair, Bituminous-$31,000 and the Less Additional Appropriation, Highway, General & Undistributed, Equipment Payment-$30,000.  President Summers made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Councilman Wininger made a motion to approve the following transfers from COIT County Distributive Share, Capital Outlay, Building Improvements-$1,000, Emergency Lighting-$1,000 and Veterans Van-$2,513.39 to  COIT County Distributive Share, Other Services & Charges, Burial of Veterans-$2,000, Legal Publications-$513.39 and Maintenance Contracts-$2,000.  The total of the transfer was $4,513.39.  Councilwoman Gee made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve the following transfer from Highway, Maintenance & Repair, Supplies, Road Signs-$3,000 to Highway, Other Services & Charges, Professional Services-$3,000.  Councilman Gibson made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 
Councilwoman McFeaters made a motion to approve the following transfers from General Fund, Clerk, Other Services & Charges, Consulting Fees-$200, Equipment Repair-$1,000 and Official Recorder-$510.20; Auditor, Personal Services, Clerical Assistant-$1,000 to Clerk, Supplies, Office Supplies-$200 and Personal Services, Part-Time-$1,510.20; to Auditor, Supplies, Office Supplies-$1,000.  The total of the Clerk transfer was $1,710.20 and the Auditor was $1,000.  Councilman Hawkins made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

The Adoption of the 2014 budgets began with the Solid Waste.  Director Laura Albertson was present for any questions.  Ordinance 2013-19, Ordinance for Appropriations for Tax Rate, was read twice by President Summers.  The adopted budget for Solid Waste was $646,972.  The adopted tax rate was zero because of the user fee now being collected.  Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-19 to adopt the 2014 budget for the Martin County Solid Waste Management District.  Councilman Albright made the second.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  
Darla Wagler and Stephanie McAtee, Loogootee Public Library, provided the Council with the approval notice from the Department of Local Government Finance concerning the maximum levy increase.  The maximum levy was increased to $145,450 due to the expansion of the library service area but was still lower than the $170,000 to be adopted.  Councilwoman McFeaters supports the library but voiced her concerns with the increase tax rate and the affect it will have on the taxpayers in her district.   A lengthy discussion followed on the increase of the tax rate.  The tax levy to be adopted will be $170,000 with a tax rate of 0.1059 this will be decreased after the adoption to match the maximum tax levy adopted by the DLGF.  It was estimated to drop the tax rate to 0.90.  The budget will also have to be decreased by the library.  President Summers read Ordinance 2013-17, Ordinance for Appropriations for Tax Rate twice to all present twice.  The adopted budget for Rainy Day -$1,300, General Fund $200,000 with a tax levy of $170,000 and tax rate of 0.1059 and the Library Improvement Reserve-$8,000.  Councilwoman Gee made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-18 to adopt the 2014 budget for the Loogootee Public Library.  Councilman Hawkins made the second.  All were in favor.  Councilwoman McFeaters rescinded her favorable vote that was given with hesitation.  The Budget was adopted with a 6-1 vote.  
President Summers read Ordinance 2013-17, Ordinance for Appropriations and Tax Rate for the County budgets.  The total budget adopted was $3,978,639, total adopted tax levy was $1,717,000 and the adopted tax rate was 0.6106.  There were no taxpayer questions or opposition.  Councilman Albright made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-17 to adopt the 2014 budget for Martin County.  Councilwoman Gee made the second.  All were in favor and motion passed.  
Jonathan Stevens, Purdue Extension, invited the Council and Commissioners to a training session being held at the Learning Center on Wednesday from 11-1 concerning local government.  The session will include discussion on Local Option Income Tax and State Property Tax Forecast.
Leo Padgett, Highway Superintendent, came before the Council to request an increase in wages for the Highway Department.  Padgett provided wages of other highway departments in the surrounding counties and counties of comparable size.  A lengthy discussion followed on raises for all county employees.   Auditor Roush will get figures together for all county employees for the next Council meeting.   All eligible full time employees will receive a $500 raise for 2014.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 pm with a motion made by Councilman Wininger and seconded by Councilwoman Gee.   All were in favor and the motion passed.  
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