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STAFF REPORT 
Floyd County Plan Commission 
 

 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Docket Number: FC-06-26-31 
Petitioner: Elliss Construction, on behalf of Larry and Melissa Abney 
Location: 6803 Wakefield Drive, Floyds Knobs, IN 46119 
 Parcel: 22-04-00-400-170.000-006 
Request: Development Standards Variance – Encroach into Front Yard SB and Platted Build Line 
Zoning District: Rural Residential (RR) 
Date: 7/13/2026   
 
Overview: 
Petitioner is requesting a development standards variance from Section 4.14 of the Floyd County Zoning 
Ordinance to encroach into a front yard setback in the rural residential zoning district by 21’ feet as well 
as request that the platted build line, approved by the Floyd County Plan Commission, be waived by 41’ 
feet for an addition that would sit 19’ back from the front property line. Existing structure is 
nonconforming, sitting approximately 31.5’ from the front property line, according to Beacon, the 
county’s geographic information system. The subject lot sits at the northeast portion of Wakefield Drive, 
being lot 32 and part of lot 33 of Plat 835 (see attached).  
 
Proposed addition and remodel covers 2,378 square feet on the ground floor and an additional 885 square 
feet for the basement. The full addition is 24’ x 38’ with an additional bump out of 9’x 15’. 
 
Justifications: 

1. Approval of the variance (WILL NOT / WILL ) be injurious to the public health, safety, morals,  
and general welfare of the community because:  

a. The lot is located at the end of a subdivision road which will not reach high speeds. 
 

2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance (WILL NOT / WILL) 
be affected in a substantially adverse manner because:  

a. No homes are directly adjacent to the property for a consistent block face to have formed. 
Currently, several mature trees also provide a landscape buffer for the site. 

 
3. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance (WILL / WILL NOT) result in practical 

difficulties in the use of the property because:  
a. The back of the lot is sloped, with a creek at the rear and north side of the residence, 

while the septic tank is located behind the house (to the east), restricting expansion in 
that direction. 

 
4. This variance (DOES / DOES NOT) involve a structure that is near an airstrip and regulated under 

Indiana Code 8-21-10. 
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Staff Findings: 
 Where the proposed lot is at the back corner of a subdivision street, where a consistent block face 
has not been maintained, where mature trees provide a natural landscaping, and where practical 
difficulties are present in slopes, a creek, and a septic system, and where the existing home is already legal 
nonconforming, staff finds a minimum threshold has been met for approval. 
 
   

 
Source: Google Street View 2014, view of site from Wakefield Drive 





The Yardstick by which we measure our prosperity is the health and happiness of our people. 

  

FLOYD   COUNTY   HEALTH   DEPARTMENT   
 
 
 

1917 Bono Road          Telephone (812) 948-4726 

New Albany, Indiana 47150-4607                                        Fax (812) 948-2208 

Website: www.floydcounty.in.gov 

 

 

 SITE APPROVAL PERMIT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

OF  

OUTBUILDINGS, ADDITIONS and/or 

INSTALLATION OF SWIMMING POOLS 

GEOTHERMAL HEAT SYSTEM 

UNDERGROUND UTILITY CONNECTION and/or 

UNDERGROUND LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEM 
 

                                                     RECEIPT NO: 33922 
 

PERMIT NO.:  SA–46-26        Date Issued:  06/24/2026 
 
Permit is void the last day of the thirty-sixth (36th) month following the month of permit issuance. 

 

ISSUED TO: Elliss Construction  
 
PROPERTY OWNER: Larry & Melissa Abney 
 
        
ADDRESS:        6803                                               Wakefield Drive 
                    House Number                                            Street/Road/Drive   

 
          Floyds Knobs                    Indiana                    47119 

                City/Town                  State                      Zip Code 
 

CONTRACTOR/INSTALLER: 
  

 
SITE APPROVAL FOR: 38’ x 24’ Garage, and a 68’ x 10’ deck. 
   
 
     
ISSUED BY: Nicholas Haug 
 
 

NOTES: Protect the septic area during all phases of 
construction.  
 

 

 

 

ANY CHANGE TO THE LOCATION OR INSTALLATION OF DESIGN WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL 

FROM THE FLOYD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT WILL VOID THIS PERMIT  

 

 



The Yardstick by which we measure our prosperity is the health and happiness of our people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Description of Proposed Docket: 

The applicant _Ellis Construction__ is seeking a: 

 Zoning Map Change ( Standard or Planned Unit Development)  
 Minor Subdivision ( Five Lots or less) 
 Major Subdivision (Five Lots or more as a Traditional Design) 
 Conservation Subdivision (Five Lots or more with an Open Space Design) 
 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
 Development Review (Site Review for new Structure) 
 Administrative Appeal 

From the Floyd County Plan Commission.  

Street Address (see enclosed map): 
6803 Wakefield Drive, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119 
Parcel ID #: 22-04-00-400-170.000-006 
Description of Project: 
Request to encroach into the front yard setback and the platted build line for an 
addition to the primary structure. 

 

This is a notice that a public hearing regarding the proposed docket item will be on 
Monday, July 13th, 5pm located in Suite 104 at the Pineview Government Center, 
2524 Corydon Pike New Albany, IN 47150. 

 
Please note that information about the proposed docket item can be found at the following: 
Floyd County Building and Development Services 
2524 Corydon Pike Suite 203 
New Albany, IN  47150 
Monday- Friday   8AM to 4PM  
812.981.7611 
Building@floydcounty.in.gov  
Floyd County Government Website www.floydcounty.in.gov  
 
 

Development Standards Variance








































