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INDIANA TRAFFIG SAFETY QUICK FACTS - 2011

» 188,132 traffic collisions resulting in injury or property damage occurred, a 2.5 percent decrease
from 2010.

» There were 674 fatal collisions in 2011 (resulting in 749 fatalities), a 3.9 percent decrease from
2010.

> 4,309 collisions (2.3 percent of all collisions) occurred in a work zone in 2011.

» 9.3 percent (17,517) of all collisions were speed-related, representing a 5.6 percent decrease
from the 2010 number of collisions that were speed-related.

> 19.4 percent (131 of 674) of fatal collisions were speed-related.

» In 2011, there were 133 fatal crashes and 140 fatalities involving a vehicle driver legally impaired
by alcohol (i.e., blood alcohol content at or above 0.08 g/dL). Twenty percent of fatal collisions
involved a driver that was legally alcohol-impaired.

» The average economic cost of collisions involving an alcohol-impaired driver was $58,333.

» Collisions involving motorcycles increased 3.6 percent in 2011, while fatal collisions involving
motorcycles increased 6.4 percent, from 110 in 2010 to 117.

» Overall collision counts were higher in Indiana urban (124,699) and suburban (22,826) locales
than in surrounding exurban (10,492) and rural (12,594) areas.

> Rates of serious injury collisions per 1,000 total collisions were higher in exurban (34 per 1,000)
and rural (37) locales than in areas designated as urban (15) and suburban (30).

» January had the highest frequency of collisions among all months (18,828, or 10 percent of all
collisions in 2011).

» The 16 to 17 year old age group had the highest rate of drivers involved in all collisions in 2011
(882 per 10,000 licensed drivers).

» Drivers aged 18 to 20 years old had the highest rate of involvement in fatal collisions per 10,000
licensed drivers (2.5), followed closely by drivers aged 21 to 24 (2.4).

» 80 non-motorists were killed in collisions in 2011 (63 pedestrians, 13 pedalcyclists, and 4 animal
drawn vehicle operators).

> 48 percent of persons killed in motor vehicle collisions were known to be restrained.*

» In 2011, the economic costs of motor vehicle collisions in Indiana approached $4.4 billion.

*excludes non-motorists and vehicles reported as farm vehicles, motorcycles, and mopeds.

Source: Indiana State Police
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Dear Traffic Safety Partners,

Over the past several years there have been great strides made in improving traffic safety throughout
Indiana. Looking closer at the data however reveals that there are areas of the state and segments of the
population that are trending in the wrong direction. Motorcycles, distracted driving and rural populations
are continuing to over represent crash, injury and fatal numbers. In order to address these problem areas
traffic safety partners across the state need accurate, relevant and timely data that continues to be
produced in the 2012 Indiana Traffic Safety Facts document.

One of the more interesting items the Traffic Safety Division (TSD) and other partners have used is the
recently developed breakdown of locational classifications of Indiana motor vehicle collisions. These
classifications have been developed by the Center for Criminal Justice Research at Indiana University
Public Policy Institute (Center). The Center has broken down locality categories to urban, suburban,
exurban and rural. These four categories improve upon the previous two category (urban and rural)
locality elements by providing a more informative characterization of the location of collisions. More
descriptive information, such as locality data, in conjunction with the comprehensive Indiana Traffic
Safety Facts book will continue to help traffic safety stakeholders make informed policy and programming

decisions.

Lastly, we would like to express our gratitude to the many traffic safety partners and their ongoing
dedication to improving traffic safety in Indiana. The collaborative efforts of numerous organizations will
continue to ensure that Hoosiers arrive home safely every trip, every time.

Sincerely,

i
Mary!L Allen R n V. Klitzsch
Executive Director, Division Director, Traffic Safety,
Indiana Criminal Justice Institute Indiana Criminal Justice Institute

101 West Washington St., Suite 1170 E, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2038 * 317-232-1233 * Fax 317-232-4979
An Equal Opportunity Employer - www.in.gov/cji
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Dear Fellow Hoosiers,

The Governor’s Council on Impaired and Dangerous Driving (Council), serving as Indiana’s traffic safety
advisory group, continues its collaboration with the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute’s Traffic Safety
Division to develop strategies to address traffic safety concerns throughout the state. Using data
provided in this Indiana Crash Facts publication allows the Council to coordinate aggressive public
information campaigns designed to inform state and local level traffic safety advocates of emerging
traffic safety issues and trends. The Council also relies heavily on data provided in this report to develop
policy recommendations aimed at reducing traffic collisions that result in injury and death.

For the past several years, the Council has focused its efforts on increasing BAC testing and reporting
rates for drivers involved in fatal crashes. In 2011, the Toxicology Advisory Board was formed to
develop recommendations for the Council on ways of improving the organizational structure and
efficiencies of processing suspected DUI drivers’ BAC samples. With the recommendations made by the
Toxicology Advisory Board and the appointment of a new Director of Toxicology, in 2012, the Indiana
State Department of Toxicology has begun promulgating rules for a new breath testing instrument that
will be deployed throughout the state in 2013.

The ability to develop effective countermeasures and policy recommendations is not possible without
the thorough analysis of vast amounts of data from various resources. The data published in the Indiana
University’s Center for Criminal Justice Research’s Indiana Crash Facts provides traffic safety
stakeholders with resources that aid in developing initiatives that reduce crashes, injuries, and fatalities
throughout the state. | hope that this document continues to serve as a guide for you in making Indiana
a safer and healthier place to live.

Very truly yours,

Curtis T. Hill, Jr.

Elkhart County Prosecuting Attorney
Chairman, Governor’s Council on
Impaired and Dangerous Driving

INDIANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE INSTITUTE
101 Wesl Washington Street

Suite 1170, East Tower

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2038

Voice: 317-232-1233

Facsimile: 317-232-4979

www.in.gov/cji
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The Governor’s Council on Impaired and Dangerous Driving, a
division of the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, serves as the
public opinion catalyst and the implementing body for
statewide action to reduce death and injury on Indiana road-
ways. The Council provides grant funding, training, coordina-
tion and ongoing support to state and local traffic safety advo-
cates.
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PROBLEM IDENTIFIGATION, 2011

The Traffic Safety Division (TSD) of the Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute, in conjunction with the Indiana Governor’s Council
on Impaired and Dangerous Driving, developed a set of bench-
marks as part of the Highway Safety Plan for fiscal year 2013 to
assess the state of traffic safety in Indiana. These benchmarks
correspond to priority program areas established by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), tar-
geting the occurrence of fatal and injury collisions as they relate
to alcohol involvement, safety belt usage, young drivers, motor-
cycle safety, dangerous driving, children, pedestrians, and ped-
alcyclists. Within each area, ICJI has established specific goals
and performance measures that relate to the occurrence of col-
lisions and their impact on Indiana. See the Indiana Strategic
Highway Safety Plan for more information.

NOTE: Short-term and long-term goals discussed in subsequent sec-
tions are taken from the Indiana Strategic Highway Safety Plan
2013. This document uses data from the 2011 Fact Sheets series pro-
duced by the Indiana University Public Policy Institute’s Center for
Criminal Justice Research. These publications, including this Crash
Book, were produced using the collision dataset current as of March
1, 2012. Discrepancies between figures presented in previous-year
Crash Books are due to updates to the collision dataset since the date

of these publications. Where applicable, national goals developed by
NHTSA are also provided.

Goal Setting hy the Indiana Griminal Justice Institute

For short-term goals (2013), the annualized rate of change for
the performance metric back to 2007 was applied to the current
rate to establish the new goal. If the annualized rate of change
either represented an increase over the time period or the
reduction did not equal two percent of the total rate, then a
standard two percent reduction in the rate was used.

Long-term goal development (through 2015) was determined
by the short-term goal. For goals based on the two percent
reduction, a six percent reduction was applied to the 2011 rate.
In cases where the annualized reduction was greater than the
two percent reduction, the long-term goal was established by
calculating the goal for 2013 and applying the same rate annu-
ally to determine the 2015 long-term goal. In a few rare cases, if
there was an extreme percentage change in a particular area
and sustaining that rate of change was deemed unrealistic, a
more realistic goal was set.
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Table 1. Performance goals and metrics for Indiana's Highway Safety Plan, 2013

Annualized
MOST GOALS HISTORICAL rates of change

RECENT Short- Long-

(2011) term  term

Goals and performance measures (2013) (2015) 2010 2009 2008 2007 2010-11 2007-11
Goal: Reduce total fatalities
Count of fatalities 749 719 662 | 754 692 815 898 | -0.7% -44%
Rate per 100K population 1155 | 11.01 10.03 | 11.63 10.78 12.76 14.15 | -0.7% -5.0%
Rate per 100M vehicle miles travelled (VMT) 099 | 094 08| 09 09 115 126| 34% -58%
BY CRASH LOCALITY (excludes unknown locality)
Count of fatalities in URBAN areas 279 . .| 262 220 300 281| 65% -02%
Rate per 100k population 746 | 735 706 | 691 580 791 741 | 80% 02%
Count of fatalities in SUBURBAN areas 189 . .| 173 203 207 262 | 92% -7.8%
Rate per 100k population 13.54 | 1249 10.68 | 1256 14.74 1503 19.03 | 7.7% -82%
Count of fatalities in EXURBAN areas 108 . .| 121 102 121 148 |-10.7% -7.6%
Rate per 100k population 18.63 | 17.07 1439 | 2258 19.03 2258 27.62 |-175% -94%
Count of fatalities in RURAL areas 135 . .| 126 141 165 204 | 71% -9.8%
Rate per 100k population 17.89 | 1597 1270 | 17.70 19.80 23.17 2865 | 1.1% -11.1%
Count of SBIs 3,405 | 3,337 3,205 | 3443 3,179 3382 3661 | -11% -1.8%
Rate per 100K population 5252 | 5140 49.22 | 53.10 4954 5295 57.70 | -1.1% -2.3%
Rate per 100M VMT 451 | 438 414 | 438 415 477 512| 29% -31%
Count of fatalities that involve an impaired driver (any vehicle) 140 | 132 117 | 135 150 182 190 | 3.7% -74%
Percent of all fatalities 18.7% |183% 17.4% [17.9% 19.9% 263% 233% | 44% -54%
Rate per 100M VMT 019 | 017 013 | 017 020 026 027 | 79% -8.6%

Count of fatalities that involve an impaired motorcycle operator 34 33 32 23 21 22 31| 478%  23%

Goal: Increase safety belt usage

Count of unrestrained occupants of passenger vehicles killed 260 | 239 203 | 287 258 330 375 | -94% -8.7%
Observed usage rate for occupants of all passenger vehicles 93.6% |93.9% 94.6% (924% 92.6% 91.2% 879% | 13%  1.6%
Observed usage rate for occupants of pickup trucks 86.5% [86.9% 87.8% [84.3% 852% 78.7% 64.9% | 26% 74%
Goal: Reduce involvement of young drivers in fatal crashes
Count of drivers aged 15 to 20 in fatal crashes -187%  -9.8%
Goal: Reduce motorcyclist fatalities
Count of motorcycle and moped rider fatalities 18| 116 111 110 111 130 122 | 73% -08%
Count of motorcycle and moped operators involved in fatal crashes 121 11 106 | 112 118 127 121 8.0%  0.0%
Rate per 10K 539 | 522 492| 534 560 58 610 1.0% -3.0%
Count of unhelmeted motorcycle fatalities 79 77 74 85 71 83 8 | -71% -1.8%
Goal: Reduce the incidence of dangerous driving in crashes
Count of speed-related fatalities 150 | 145 134 | 145 158 225 187 | 34% -54%
Count of total crashes involving a driver disregarding a signal 3,955 | 3,773 3,434 | 4011 3,983 4,343 4,797 | -14% -4.7%
Count of children aged 15 and under killed 38 36 38 3B 35 47 49 | 152% -6.2%
Count of children with SBIs 198 178 145 235 235 249 305 |-15.7% -10.2%
Count of pedestrian fatalities 63 62 59 62 55 60 60 | 16% 12%
Count of pedestrian SBls 238 233 224 251 211 223 217 | -52% @ 23%
Count of pedalcyclist fatalities 13 12 10 14 7 16 13| -71%  0.0%
Count of pedalcyclist SBls 82 80 77 81 64 66 84| 12% -0.6%
Sources: Indiana State Police; Indiana Criminal Justice Institute; US Census Bureau; Federal Highway Administration; Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles
Notes:

Serious bodily injury is classified as an incapacitating injury in the crash database.
Goals for locality-specific fatalities were created for fatality rates per 100K population rather than the raw counts.
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Context

The likelihood of a person dying in a traffic crash is influenced
by many factors, including seat belt usage, pre-collision speed,
the point of impact, object collided with, the age and physical
condition of the person involved, alcohol involvement, and
emergency response times. Crashes in rural areas are more like-
ly to result in fatalities largely because of these circumstances,
as crashes usually occur at higher speeds, with fixed objects that
increase the force of impact, and because of the greater average
distance to emergency care facilities.

GOALS: Reducing fatalities and serious hodily injuries

In Indiana and across the country, traffic fatality rates have gen-
erally decreased over the last 10 years. Indiana’s rate of fatalities
per 100M vehicle miles travelled (VMT) reached a historical low
in 2009, and then increased slightly in 2010 and 2011. Fatality
rates in Indiana over the time period have been lower than that
of the nation and have recently decreased to the level of the
Great Lakes region.

Figure 1. Traffic fatalities per 100M vehicle miles travelled (VMT), 2001-2011

1.80
1.60
—
- — H
. T — — —
° —
1.40 ., e ——
Te ~
“e e LR T
®e \

E 1.20 '....-...o... \
> ..'ooo-oono.. -""'--._
=
S
S 100 ) 0.9
’5 . . ®
9 geer?®
2
2 080
2
"
;&' United Stat

0.60 nite: ates

sssesses Region V (IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI)
0.40
Indiana
0.20
0.00
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Sources: 2001-10: Fatality Analysis Reporting System, Bureau of Transportation Statistics; 2011: Indiana State Police
Note: Data for United States and Region V states other than Indiana were not available for 2011 at time of publication.




Fatalities are more likely to occur outside urban areas because
of the nature of the crashes occurring there (usually at higher
rates of speed, with lower rates of restraint use, and with
longer emergency response times on average). Since 2007
about 20 percent of all traffic fatalities occurred in rural areas,
compared to 8 percent of non-fatal injuries. However, the rate
of fatalities in rural areas has decreased by about 11 percent
annually since 2007.

B ————————
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Serious bodily injuries (coded as incapacitating injuries in the
Indiana crash database), have decreased 1.8 percent annually
since 2007 and have fallen 3.1 percent per 100M VMT. Serious
bodily injuries (SBIs) can in some cases be considered potential
fatalities that were averted due to circumstantial factors such as
faster emergency response. The fact that fatalities have declined
faster than SBIs is a rough indication that traffic safety goals
and policies toward restraint use and dangerous driving may be
having beneficial effects.

Figure 2. Fatality rates and geographic distribution of fatalities and non-fatal injuries in Indiana crashes, by Census

locality, 2007-2011
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Excludes cases where locality could not be determined; see glossary for definitions of Census locality classes.
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GOAL: Reducing alcohol involuement that of RegionV and of the United States. In 2011, 26 percent of
Since 2007, the share of drivers impaired by alcohol (blood all traffic fatalities occurred in crashes involving an alcohol-
alcohol content [BAC] = .08 grams per deciliter or higher) who ~ impaired driver.

were involved in fatal crashes in Indiana has been lower than

Figure 3. Percent of traffic fatalities that involve an alcohol-impaired driver, 2001-2010
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Note: NHTSA imputations for alcohol-impaired crashes may vary from data on alcohol-impaired driving as reported by the Indiana State Police.

Figure 4. Alcohol-impaired fatalities as a percent of total fatalities in Indiana, comparison of FARS imputed data to
ISP actual reported, 2003-2011
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Rates of alcohol impairment vary by vehicle type. Performance ment among motorcyclists should lead to measureable drops in
goals included here account for these differences, as motorcy- fatality rates, especially since motorcyclists encompass one of
clists and moped operators are more likely to be impaired in the more at-risk groups of people in traffic crashes.

fatal crashes than are drivers of other vehicle types. Since 2007,
The rate of fatalities in crashes involving an alcohol-impaired

driver per 100M VMT declined 8.6 percent annually since 2007,
though the rate increased from 2010 to 2011. Since 2007, about
one in every five fatalities has involved an alcohol-impaired

about 24 percent of all motorcyclists involved in fatal crashes
were legally impaired. Over that same timeframe, 14 percent of
passenger car drivers, 13.4 percent of light truck drivers, and 1

percent of large truck drivers were impaired. Policies and

enforcement practices targeted toward reducing alcohol impair- driver.

Figure 5. Percent of drivers that were legally impaired involved in fatal collisions, by vehicle type, 2007-2011
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Note: Other vehicles includes commercial buses, school buses, and recreational vehicles.
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GOAL: Increasing safety helt usage

Indiana’s rate of restraint use among passenger vehicle occu-
pants has increased from 70 percent in 2001 to over 93 percent
in 2012, 7 percentage points higher than the national rate in
2010. However, while not legally mandated, helmet use among

motorcyclists in crashes in Indiana has lagged far behind the

national rate. According to observational surveys conducted in
Indiana, pickup truck restraint use rates have increased drasti-
cally over the last decade, from a rate of 42 percent in 2001 to
86 percent in 2011.

Figure 6. Geographic comparison of observed safety equipment usage rates by vehicle type, 2001-2012
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Sources: Seat Belt Use in 2011—Use Rates in the States and Territories. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: DOT HS 811 651

Motorcycle Helmet Use in 2011—Owverall Results. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: DOT HS 811 610

Indiana Safety Belt Observational Survey, June 2012, Survey Results. Center for Road Safety, Purdue University

Note: Helmet use data for Indiana are not available prior to 2005; US vehicle occupants’ safety equipment use and US motorcyclists” helmet use are not
available for 2012.
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Figure 7. Observed safety equipment usage rates on Indiana roads, by vehicle type, 2001-2012
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Restraint use and helmet use among people involved in crash-
es vary by crash locality. Restraint use among passenger vehicle
occupants tends to increase in more densely populated areas.
From 2007 through 2012, 91 percent of passenger vehicle
occupants in urban areas were restrained compared to 86 per-

cent for rural crashes. Among motorcyclists in crashes, the
trend is reversed; 31 percent of motorcyclists in crashes in
urban areas wore a helmet, compared to 38 percent in rural

areas.

Figure 8. Geographic distribution of vehicle occupants and motorcyclists in crashes and rates of safety equipment use,

2007-2011

Passenger vehicle occupants

Motorcyclists

Inner pie: Geographic distribution of occupants involved
Outer ring: Safety equipment use rates, by locality

Source: Indiana State Police

Notes: Passenger vehicles include passenger car; pickup truck, van, sport utility vehicle.

See glossary for definition of Census locality classes.
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GOAL: Reducing young driver involvement in fatal crashes trol and more likely to be distracted while in a collision. Among
Crash rates are much higher for young drivers (aged 15 to 20) more risky driving behavior, younger drivers were most likely to
than for any other age group. Young drivers are more likely than ~ have been following too closely to other vehicles and/or speed-
older drivers to be in accidents because of a lack of experience ing. Other risk factors for young drivers include nighttime

and aggressive behavior. Young drivers (especially those aged 15  driving, driving with young passengers, and cell phone use
to 17) are generally more likely than older drivers to lose con- (Nagle 2011a, 2011b).

Figure 9. Drivers in Indiana crashes per 10,000 licenses, by age group, 2011
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The Indiana Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) system, first for drivers aged 16 to 17 in fatal crashes have declined most
implemented in July 2009, has had a positive effect in reducing  significantly and were the lowest rate of any age group in 2011.
the number of teen drivers involved in crashes. The majority of ~ Fatal crash rates for drivers aged 18 to 24 have decreased signif-
the impact has occurred in the provision that increases the icantly as well.

minimum age for receiving a learner permit or probationary
license. While there were reductions in crash rates for nearly all Since 2007 the number of young drivers in fatal crashes has
decreased by 9.8 percent annually and by nearly 19 percent

age groups over the last decade, rates per 100,000 population
from 2010 to 2011.

Figure 10. Rate of drivers in Indiana fatal crashes per 100,000 population, by age group, 2001-2011
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GOAL: Reducing motorcyclist fatalities motorcycle operators decreased just 1.4 percent annually since
Due to risks associated with direct exposure to collisions, rates 2007 but increased by over 8 percent from 2010 to 2011. Fatal
for motorcycle operators in fatal crashes per 10,000 registrations  crash rates for drivers of passenger cars and light trucks have
are the highest of any vehicle class. The fatal crash rate of also generally decreased since 2007.

Table 2. Rate of vehicle drivers involved in Indiana crashes per 10,000 registrations, by vehicle type and crash severity,

2007-2011
Crash rate per 10K registrations Annual
rate of change (%)
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007-11 2010-11
In all crashes
Passenger cars 426.5 434.2 416.6 4493 446.3 1.1 -0.7
Light trucks 615.7 608.4 576.4 586.6 566.6 -21 -34
Large trucks 207.0 199.7 153.0 183.8 196.0 -14 6.6
Motorcycles 174.8 171.1 151.0 159.0 164.9 -15 3.7
Other vehicles 886.5 694.5 609.5 524.8 537.3 -11.8 2.4
In fatal crashes
Passenger cars 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.1 -0.5 -5.1
Light trucks 2.5 1.9 1.8 2.1 1.8 -7.6 -15.6
Large trucks 22 1.9 1.6 1.7 22 -0.1 28.3
Motorcycles 6.1 5.8 5.6 53 5.8 -14 8.2
Other vehicles 39 3.1 32 23 2.8 -7.8 23.6
Sources: Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles; Indiana State Police
Notes: See glossary for definition of light truck and large truck.
Other vehicles includes commercial buses, school buses, and recreational vehicles.
GOAL: Reducing dangerous driving years) and most elderly population (aged 65 and older). While
Nationally, 1 in every 3 fatal crashes involved a speeding driver; ~ speed is nearly always a conscious behavior for the driver, in cer-
1in 16 involved a driver disregarding a traffic signal (Newby, tain instances disregarding signals represents a lack of aware-
2012). Speeding, as with other forms of dangerous driving, is ness rather than a purposeful choice. Regardless, they represent
more likely among younger drivers. About 1 in every 4 drivers forms of dangerous driving that create injury risks for the perpe-
aged 18 to 24 in fatal crashes was speeding. Across all ages, the ~ trating drivers and for others in the environment.

risk of a fatal injury increases by at least a factor of two when
Speed-related fatalities decreased 5.4 percent annually since

2007 but increased 3.4 percent from 2010 to 2011. The incidence
Disregarding signals is also a form of dangerous driving, but is of drivers disregarding signals has decreased by about 5 percent
more common among the most inexperienced (aged 15 to 17 annually since 2007.

speeding is involved.

Table 3. Percentage of drivers speeding and disregarding traffic signals, by crash severity and driver age, 2007-2011

Speeding as % total Disregarded signal as % total
Driver age group In fatal crashes In non-fatal crashes In fatal crashes In non-fatal crashes
15 to 17 years 21.8% 10.9% 2.1% 1.0%
18 to 20 years 26.4% 10.0% 2.3% 1.6%
21 to 24 years 23.9% 8.7% 12% 1.6%
25 to 44 years 15.9% 6.1% 1.1% 1.4%
45 to 64 years 85% 3.8% 1.6% 1.3%
65 years and older 44% 2.3% 2.1% 1.9%
All ages 14.0% 6.1% 1.5% 1.4%

Source: Indiana State Police

Note: See glossary for definitions of speeding and disregarded signal.
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GOAL: Reducing fatalities and serious injuries among children  dren killed per 100,000 population increased to 2.7 in 2011. The

The rate per 100,000 population of children (under age 16) total number of children killed in Indiana crashes declined from
killed in traffic accidents in Indiana has been higher than the 49 in 2007 to 38 in 2011, an annualized decrease of 6.2 percent.
national rate and that of the Great Lakes region since 2006. Serious bodily injuries also decreased over that time.

After reaching a 10-year low in 2010, the Indiana rate of chil-

Figure 11. Children (under age 16) killed in traffic crashes per 100,000 population, 2001-2011
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GOAL: Reducing fatalities and serious injuries dents but nine percent of total traffic fatalities. Serious bodily
among non-motorists injuries among pedestrians have increased.

Since 2007, non-motorists (pedestrians and pedalcyclists) have

represented only one percent of all individuals in traffic acci-

Figure 12. Percent of individuals killed and seriously injured in Indiana crashes, by person type, 2007-2011
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Note: Seriously injured denotes an incapacitating injury from the crash report.
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GENERAL TRENDS, 2011

After an 8.8 percent increase in traffic fatalities from 2009 to
2010, fatalities declined by less than 1 percent from 2010 to
2011. The rate of traffic fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles in
Indiana continued a long running decline since 1997, with an
annualized percent decline of 5.3 percent since 2007. The
Indiana traffic fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles contin-
ues to be lower than that of the United States, with the Indiana
rate of 1.00 compared to 1.11 for the United States in 2010.
Total collisions and fatal collisions in Indiana have also general-
ly declined in absolute numbers since 2003 (earliest data avail-
able). Drivers killed in Indiana traffic collisions have generally
made up about 70 percent of all fatalities since 2007. The num-
ber of vehicle occupants (drivers and passengers) and non-
motorists injured in traffic collisions has generally declined over
the last five years.

The number of collisions in Indiana (188,132) declined by 2.5
percent from 2010 to 2011, with the winter months typically
having the lowest incidence of fatal collisions but highest for
total collisions. Fatal collisions declined 3.9 percent from 2010
to 2011, with summer months having the highest incidence.
March and April of 2011 exhibited the greatest percent decreas-
es in fatal collisions over the same months of 2010. Rates of
alcohol-impaired collisions have been consistently higher during
holidays than during non-holiday periods. From 2007 to 2011,
holiday crashes were 1.8 times more likely to have involved an
alcohol-impaired driver versus non-holiday periods. The New
Year’s, Memorial Day, and Labor Day holidays of 2011 had the
highest alcohol-impaired crash rates. The percent of holiday

fatal collisions that involved an alcohol-impaired driver also
peaked in 2011 for New Year’s, Memorial Day, and Christmas.

In contrast, the number of individuals injured in alcohol-
impaired collisions in 2011 increased significantly over 2007 lev-
els but declined from injury counts in 2010. There were over 6
alcohol-impaired fatal collisions per 100 million vehicle miles in
2011, down from the 2010 rate but still higher than rates going
back to 2007. Nearly one in five traffic fatalities in 2011 occurred
in an alcohol-impaired collision, an increase over the 2009 and
2010 rates. Since 2007, about 37 percent of all alcohol-impaired
fatalities occurred within the incorporated limits of cities and
towns in Indiana, slightly higher than the share for all traffic
fatalities in the state.

Dangerous driving actions in Indiana collisions (aggressive driv-
ing, speeding, and disregarding traffic signals) have been relatively
consistent since 2007. However, since 2007 the number of fatal-
ities in aggressive driving collisions increased at an annualized
rate of 15.4 percent; from 2010 to 2011, the number increased
86 percent. Fatality levels in speeding and disregarded traffic signal
collisions remained roughly the same over the last five years. As
a share of all fatal collisions, those involving dangerous driving
have remained relatively consistent. In 2011, 4.5 percent of fatal
collisions involved aggressive driving, 19.4 percent involved
speeding, and 2.2 percent involved a driver disregarding a traffic

signal.

The number (7) and percent (0.9 percent) of fatalities in colli-
sions involving a cell phone-distracted driver reached 5-year
highs in 2011. Over half of all cell phone-distracted fatalities
occurred within city/town limits.
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Table 4. Indiana traffic fatalities and fatality rates, 1997-2011

Vehicle
Fatalities per| Licensed Fatalities per| Registered  Fatalities miles Fatalities
Traffic Population 100,000 drivers 100,000 vehicles  per 100,000 | travelled per 100m
Year fatalities | (thousands) population | (thousands) licensed | (thousands) registered | (billions) VMT
1997 935 5,872 15.92 3,924 23.83 5,444 17.17 69 1.36
1998 982 5,908 16.62 3,976 247 5475 17.94 69 142
1999 1,020 5,943 17.16 3,856 26.45 5,605 18.2 70 146
2000 836 6,092 14.54 3,976 22.28 5,689 15.57 71 125
2001 909 6,128 14.83 4117 22.08 5,752 15.8 72 127
2002 792 6,156 12.87 4,221 18.76 5,800 13.65 73 1.09
2003 833 6,197 13.44 4,536 18.36 5,884 14.16 73 1.15
2004 947 6,233 15.19 4,521 20.95 5,678 16.68 73 1.30
2005 938 6,279 14.94 4,246 22.09 5,103 18.38 72 1.31
2006 902 6,333 14.24 4,246 21.24 5,103 17.68 71 127
2007 898 6,380 14.08 4,309 20.84 5,103 17.6 73 123
2008 820 6,425 12.76 5,550 14.77 6,053 13.55 74 111
2009 693 6,459 10.73 5,550 12.49 6,053 11.45 77 0.90
2010 754 6,491 11.62 5,550 13.58 5,903 12.77 76 1.00
2011 749 6,517 11.49 5,747 13.03 6,468 11.58 76 0.99
Annual percent change

1997-2011 -2.3% -4.2% -2.8% -2.2%

2007-2011 -4.9% -11.1% -9.9% -5.3%

2010-2011 -1.1% -4.0% -9.3% -0.9%

Sources:

1997-2010: