
      HUMAN TRAFFICKING: IT HAPPENS HERE 

Human Trafficking is tied as the SECOND LARGEST and FASTEST growing criminal 
industry in the world, generating roughly $150 billion per year, 1 

                            and it’s HAPPENING IN INDIANA. 
 

 

Since the initiation of the Indianapolis Task Force and the Julian Center's Trafficked Persons Assistance 
Program in 2006, at least: 

 134 human trafficking cases were opened by law enforcement. 
 123 victims & their dependent family members participated in the victim assistance program. 

Numerous other individuals received consultations and referrals for services in their communities.   
 

Human Trafficking occurs when people are recruited to work or provide services through the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion.  There are two types of human trafficking:  1) Sex Trafficking 2) Labor Trafficking 
 

According to the U.S. Dept. of State: 
 27 million men, women, and children are victims of human trafficking 2 
 800,000 people are trafficked across international borders every year 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Human Trafficking Affects Youth in the United States 

100,000 to 300,000 U.S. children are at risk of becoming victims of commercial sexual trafficking each year. 4 

 

12-14 years old is the average age of entry of U.S. children into commercial sex. 5 
 

83% of sex trafficking victims found in the U.S. were U.S. citizens, according to one Justice Department study. 6 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Professionals working in schools and youth-serving organizations are important 
partners in the effort to identify and recover underage human trafficking victims. The 

following are some guidelines to help professionals identify potential victims and know 
how to respond appropriately. 

 

“Sex traffickers target children because of their vulnerability and gullibility, as well as the market demand 
for young victims. Those who recruit minors into prostitution violate federal anti-trafficking laws, even if 
there is no coercion or movement across state lines. The children at risk are not just high school students—
studies demonstrate that pimps prey on victims as young as 12. Traffickers have been reported targeting 
their minor victims through telephone chat-lines, clubs, on the street, through friends, and at malls, as well 
as using girls to recruit other girls at schools and after-school programs.”7 

 

Human Trafficking reaches every culture and demographic, but common risk factors include: 
 Youth 
 Poverty 
 Homelessness 
 Desperation and/or a need to be loved 
 Homes in countries torn by armed conflict, civil unrest, political upheaval, corruption, or natural disasters 
 Family backgrounds strife with violence, abuse, conflict 
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Many victims don’t self-identify with the term “human trafficking” or “victim.”  Some key 
indicators 8 that a minor may be a victim of human trafficking include a minor who: 

 Exhibits signs of physical abuse, such as: bruises, broken bones, cuts, burns, scars and/or 
malnourishment. 

 Seems afraid, nervous or depressed and/or does not make eye contact. 
 May have signs of psychological trauma such as: severe anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, 

Stockholm Syndrome, panic attacks, submissiveness, and/or no emotion at all (flat affect).  
 Works and lives in the same location. 
 May believe that they must work for their employer because of a debt they owe. 
 Does not seem to know what city they are in or why. 
 Seems very scripted, inconsistent, or vague in their communication. 
 Seems to have low self-esteem. 
 May not have control over personal identification documents. These documents may be in the control 

of the trafficker. They may have false identification documents that indicate they are over eighteen. 
 May have signs of “branding” by traffickers such as: tattoos of the trafficker’s name and/or jewelry. 
 Is often truant from school and does not seem to have explanations for missing school. 
 Has a history of running away from home.  
 Talks about traveling frequently to other cities. 
 Exhibits signs of drug and/or alcohol addiction. 
 Has an older boyfriend (+10 years). 
 Suddenly has expensive things or clothing, which they did not have before. 
 Came from another country without an adult accompanying them. 
 May be involved in the Juvenile Justice or Child Welfare Systems. 

 

Questions to ask potential victims: 
 Where do you live, eat, and sleep? 

 What type of work/services do you do? 

 What are your hours of work? 

 Are you ever paid? If so, what are you paid? 

 Does your boss take anything out of your pay? If so, for what? 

 Do you owe someone money? If so, what do you owe them for? 

 Describe the conditions of your workplace.  

 Are you allowed to come and go freely? Are you afraid to leave? What would happen if you tried to leave? 

 Has your family ever been threatened? 

 Have you or anyone you work with ever been abused at the workplace (slapped, hit, sexually violated)? 

 Does someone else have your legal/travel documents? 

 Who are you afraid of? 
 

Human trafficking situations are often very dangerous and unpredictable.  If you suspect human trafficking in your 
community, contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 888-3737-888, send a text to BeFree (233733) or call 911. 
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