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To: The members of the Commission on Improving the Status of Children in Indiana

From: The members of the Child Services Oversight Committee

Date: October 23, 2013

Re: Report of recommendations to improve the delivery of child protection services

I. Directive to the Child Services Oversight Committee

The Child Services Oversight Committee (Committee) is required under IC 2-5-36.1-8(a)
to submit to the Commission on Improving the Status of Children in Indiana (Commission) an
annual report before November 1 making recommendations regarding improving the delivery of
child protection services in Indiana. 

The Committee met two times in 2013, on July 31 and October 23. The final report and
other documents for the Committee can be accessed from the General Assembly Homepage at
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ .

II. Recommendations to Improve the Delivery of Child Protection Services in Indiana

The Indiana statutes establishing the Committee and Commission came into effect on
July 1, 2013. Given the limited amount of time that the Committee has had to review information
regarding the delivery of child protection services and that the Department of Child Services has
had to implement changes recommended during the 2012 interim and 2013 legislative session,
the members of the Committee have only two recommendations, as follows:

(1) Study system response to newborns born with drugs in their systems.

(2) Continue to monitor and review the changes that have been recommended to the
Department of Child Services, which the Department of Child Services has begun to
implement. A list of these changes is attached as Attachment A.

The members of the Committee approved these recommendations to the Commission in a
vote of 10 to 0 at the October 23, 2013 meeting.
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