
COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
Thursday, September 12, 2013 
 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEM B-1: Master of Jurisprudence To Be Offered by Indiana University at 

the Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis Campus 
 
 

Staff Recommendation That the Commission for Higher Education approve the Master of 
Jurisprudence to be offered by Indiana University at the Indiana 
University Purdue University Indianapolis campus, in accordance 
with the background discussion in this agenda item and the Program 
Description. 

 
Background The Academic Affairs and Quality Committee discussed the Master 

of Jurisprudence (M.J.) program on August 26, 2013, and although 
there was not unanimity with respect to the merits of the proposal, 
the Committee and staff felt it appropriate to bring the program to the 
Commission for action as a regular agenda item. 

 
 Similar Programs in Indiana. According to the Independent 

Colleges of Indiana (ICI) web site, there are no similar programs at 
the master’s level in the independent or private not-for-profit sector. 

  
 The Indiana Board for Proprietary Education (BPE) data base 

indicates there are no similar master’s-level programs in the 
proprietary or private for-profit sector. 

 
 Within the public sector, there are no similar programs at the 

master’s level.  
 
 Related Programs at IUPUI.   
 
 The two principal degree programs offered by the Indiana University 

Robert H. McKinney School of Law at IUPUI are the Doctor of 
Jurisprudence (J.D.) and the Master of Laws (LL.M.). 

 
 Between FY2010 and FY2012, annual enrollments in the J.D. 

program have averaged 962 headcount or 851 FTE students, and 
during this same period, an average of 289 students graduated 
annually with a J.D.  However, these numbers are expected to 
decline in coming years, since the School of Law has reduced the 
number of students in the entering class from approximately 275 last 
year to 220 in the coming year, with the likelihood that the lowered 
class size will be the norm in future years. 

 
 The LL.M., which the Commission approved in September 2001, is 

primarily intended to introduce foreign law graduates and foreign 
lawyers to American law.  This program has averaged an annual 



enrollment of 173 headcount or 77 FTE students between FY2010-
FY2012; during this same period, an average of 76 students have 
graduated with an LL.M. each year.  At the time the program was 
approved by the Commission, the University projected annually to 
produce 60 LL.M. graduates. 

 
 In May 2004, the Commission also approved a third degree program 

for the School of Law – a Doctor of Juridical Science (S.J.D.), which 
is a highly selective, research-based degree that requires entering 
students to have already completed a J.D. and an LL.M. and requires 
successful completion of a dissertation to earn the degree.  Always 
envisioned as a miniscule program, the S.J.D. was projected to enroll 
five students per year, which was, indeed, the average headcount 
enrollment between FY2010-FY2012. 

 
 IWIS Analysis. Since no similar programs are offered in Indiana 

within the public sector, no relevant wage data can be extracted from 
the Indiana Workforce Intelligence System (IWIS).   

 
 Unique Focus of Program.  This program is intended to attract 

students who are interested in learning about the law and the 
American legal system, but who do not wish to earn a three-year J.D. 
or become licensed to practice the law.  The University believes that 
because the law intersects with so many other parts of the economy, 
students with careers or career interests in a variety of areas – 
including human resources, quality assurance and risk management, 
real estate development, law enforcement, copyrighting, technology, 
health care, the environment, and social work – will benefit from 
completing this degree. 

 
 The majority of students (a little over 60 percent) are expected to 

pursue their studies on a part-time basis, with many working in jobs 
that relate in some way with the legal system.  Many of the full-time 
students are expected to be pursuing joint graduate degrees offered 
by other Schools on the IUPUI campus, such as Business, SPEA, 
Medicine, Science, Liberal Arts, Nursing, Philanthropic Studies, 
Education, Social Work, and Engineering and Technology.  
Individuals who work with foreign companies doing business with 
U.S. entities are also expected to enroll in the program. 

 
 Of the 212 accredited law schools in the U.S. that offer the J.D. 

degree, the University has identified 16 that offer a similar master’s 
degree; of these, six are in the twelve-state Midwest Higher 
Education Compact (MHEC) – three in Illinois and three in Ohio.  
The University points to the Master in the Study of Law offered by 
the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law as the program that 
most closely resembles the proposed Master of Jurisprudence. 

 
 Standard Credit Hour Expectation.  N/A. 
  



 Exception to the Standard Credit Hour Expectation.  N/A. 
  
 Articulation Agreement.  N/A. 
 
 Concluding Points.  The University has indicated that the School of 

Law has existing capacity to offer this program, with existing 
courses having space to enroll additional students and with no need 
to add faculty. 

 
  
 
Supporting Document Program Description – March 29, 2013. 
 




































