Rural Roadway Safety:
Protecting Drivers and Farmers

During planting and harvest seasons, motorists should
expect to see slow-moving farm equipment from
Indiana’s 58,000+ farms on Hoosier roadways. Several
state agencies including the Indiana State Department
ol Agriculture, Indiana Department of Homeland
Security, Indiana Department of Transportation, and
Indiana State Police, and Bureau of Motor Vehicles
are teaming up to bring attention to the need for more
safety on Indiana’s rural roads.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Narrow rural roads and large farm equipment can be a dangerous combination for new drivers who may be unfamiliar with farm equipment and don’t know how to behave on the road when they see it. 83% of Indiana’s acreage is farmland, forests, or woodland meaning farm equipment is on all of our roadways. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most equipment can be large enough to cross white and yellow lanes on roads and some are even large enough to crush cars in a collision.  Pictured here are two types of tillers and a combine that collided with a car.


What you can expect to see



Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the top left going clockwise: harvester filling a grain truck, a tiller, and two sprayers.  All of these are entering and exiting fields at different times depending on weather conditions and the particulars of each farm operation. Chances are that you will encounter these slow moving vehicles in rural areas. Allow plenty of travel time to reach your destination.


What vou can expect to see

An escort vehicle 1s

an automobile used to
escort trucks with large
loads. Give way to
oversized vehicles and
watch for rotating or
flashing caution lights
that serve to alert
drivers to large
transports.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are often seen in advance of large object on the interstate but they may be in rural areas as well if they are delivering farm equipment. If you encounter an escort vehicle, slow down and move over if necessary.


It’s important to watch not
only for farm equipment,
but also farm animals. If a
farmer’s land 1s divided by
a roadway, he may use 1t to
cross his animals from one
part of the farm to
another.

It’s also not uncommon to
have an occasional farm
animal escape 1ts fencing.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be cautious in these areas; a collision with livestock could be fatal to both driver and animal.


What vou can expect to see

Keep a watchtul eye out
for wildlite as well. Deer
change their patterns of
travel during and after

harvest, meaning you are
more likely to encounter
them on the roadway at
this time.




Some Data

According to the Federal Highway Administration, in 2013,
there were 17,593 people fatally injured nationwide 1n
collisions that occurred 1n rural areas.”

In Indiana, there were 707 people fatally injured 1n collisions.

In 2014, the Indiana University Public Policy Institute found
that drivers ages 15-20 had the highest overall rate of collision

*https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2013/fi220.cfm#foot2
*http://www.in.gov/cji/files/2014_Annual_Report_-_12.31.2014.pdf
*https://policyinstitute.iu.edu/publication/details/687


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under second bullet: Of those, 93 were 20 years or younger.*

Under third bullet: Drivers 18-24 had the highest rate of fatal collisions.*



Share the Road &

Remember - farmers on roadways are going to or from work
just like many other people on the road.

Farmers and farm equipment are on the roadways during all
hours of the day but 1t’s especially important to be watchful
during dawn and dusk hours when your sight distance may be
limited.

If you’re driving 55pmh and come upon a tractor that’s
moving 15 mph, 1t only takes five seconds to close a gap the
length of a foot ball field between you and the tractor.



T1ps for Sate Driving
Be Alert

Focus on the trathic in front of you and keep your

vehicle within the posted speed limits, especially when
traveling through areas where agriculture 1s prominent.

-
DON'T

TEXT AND

DRIVE


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Radios, cell phones and even passengers can lead to distracted driving and slower reaction times. 


Tips for Sate Driving

Be Alert

Watch for a reflective red triangle on the back of farm

equipment. This symbol indicates a slow-moving

vehicle, one that travels under 25 mph.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This indicates a slow moving vehicle (SMV).  Slow down once you see it and give plenty of space for the machinery to maneuver. 



Tips for Sate Driving

Be Alert

Many roads next to farms will have a yellow sign with

the silhouette of a farmer on a tractor or explicit
language posted to warn drivers that they are entering
an area where slow-moving vehicles are likely to be on
the road.
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Presentation Notes
Watch for similar indicators that farms and farm equipment are in the area. This should signal the driver to be on the lookout for farm equipment entering traffic. 


Tips for Sate Driving
Be Patient

When traveling behind slow-moving vehicles, patiently

wait for the operator to find an appropriate time to let
you pass.
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Presentation Notes
The farmer will survey the shoulder of the road for an area that is not soft, wet or steep and can support the weight of the equipment without causing it to tip.


Tips for Sate Driving
Be Patient

Only pass farm equipment when 1n an area that allows

for passing.
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Presentation Notes
Double yellow lines indicate an area where passing is prohibited.


Tips for Sate Driving

Be Patient
Do not attempt to pass when within 100 feet of any

intersection, railroad crossing, bridge or tunnel.




T1ps for Sate Driving
Be Responsible

Don’t assume the farmer knows you are

there. Farmers check frequently for vehicles
approaching from behind them, but their focus must
remain on the road ahead.
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Presentation Notes
Keep your distance
Ensure farmers can see your vehicle in their mirrors by avoiding trailing too closely
Farm machinery is loud and the operator may not hear your approach
Pictured here: a no-till planter


T1ps for Sate Driving
Be Responsible

LLook for hand signals before attempting to pass a farm
vehicle.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The size of farm equipment often requires wide turns, both to the left and the right.


T1ps for Sate Driving
Be Responsible

Watch to see what the farm vehicle does betore

attempting to pass.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just because the tractor veers right does not mean the farmer is pulling over to allow someone to pass. 


For more information visit:

% http://www.in.gov/isda/

% http://www.in.gov/dhs/3888.htm

% http://www.in.eov/bmv/3016.htm

Stay Safe!


http://www.in.gov/isda/
http://www.in.gov/dhs/3888.htm
http://www.in.gov/bmv/3016.htm
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